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October 24, 2008 
 
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
RE: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation; Developing a Unified Intercarrier Compensation Regime CC Docket 
01-92; Universal Service Contribution Methodology, CC Docket 96-45; IP-Enabled Services; WC Docket 
04-36. 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On October 24, 2008,  NECA representatives Jim Frame, Regina McNeil and the undersigned met by conference 
call with Nick Alexander.  Also on this date we met with Amy Bender, Dana Shaffer, Don Stockdale, and Randy 
Clarke.  
 
NECA explained that proposals for reform, as reported by the trade press, are raising significant concerns among 
the small rate-of-return carriers participating in NECA’s pools.  For example: 

 
- How rates will be set, and whether they will reflect network costs;  
- how restructure mechanism funding will operate;  
- whether proposals to freeze high-cost funding are consistent with rate of return regulatory 

mechanisms; and 
- treatment of VoIP traffic.  

 
We suggested that, given the complexity of current interrelated access charge and universal service funding 
mechanisms, the Commission allow time and opportunity for interested members of the public to examine 
specific implications of this proposal for rate of return carriers and rural customers. 
 
NECA also reiterated its positions regarding intercarrier compensation and universal service reform as outlined in 
its September 11, 2008 ex parte meeting. 
 
Questions regarding these meetings may be directed to my attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
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