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July 21, 2008

Re: The White Spaces/Live Theatre

Dear Commis"ioners of the Federal Communication Commission:

It has come to my attention that the FCC is reviewing proposed regulatory changes that
will allow the white space radio spectrum to be accessed by hand-held data devices. As
the founder of B. Swibel Presents, one of the production companies behind Xanadu on
Broadway, I am writing to express my apprehension over this proposal and to voice
serious concems that these regulations may take effect without devices in place to
reliably protect current white space users.

The white spaces have been utilized by wireless microphones in countless live
productions for decades. Broadway and North American touring theatrical productions
employ thousands of microphones for our many productions. All of this is dependent on
"white space" frequencies being available without interference.

The many shows produced by this industry collectively contribute over $5 billion
annually in Ne:w York City. Live theatre is also responsible for spending of at least
twice that sum into the local economies of the 240 cities across North America that
touring Broadway shows visit each year. This massive financial contribution comes not
only from employment and related expenses, but from the massive tourism generated by
our industry. Broadway drives tourism as many visitors travel to New York specifically
to see our shows. Live theatre generates tremendous ancillary spending on food, lodging
and various modes of travel.
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While claims have been repeatedly made that newly developed equipment will provide
interference protection for wireless microphones, the devices failed each time the FCC
has tested them. If the FCC acts on this proposal without fIrst requiring proof that new
devices will not interfere with our wireless systems, the thriving live theatre industry will
be devastated. [urge the Commission not to take further action on the regulatory changes
under consideration until a proposal to protect current wireless microphones emerges and
is demonstrated fully effective and reliable.
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