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It'has come to my attention that the FIlQeral Go)n,n:nmiGIlti!/ns CollllI\issioI(j~c~ilsidednga., .
proposed order ~n i~t.ercarrier,compen~atiilll~d:Prij.y~~Sfll~ervi;;~,tH~\~?j1!~:clr~aticall~alter'"
the cost and aVailablhty of rural telecommunICatIOns and broadband III my ·state. I also
uiiderstand that the FCe Mote is' scljeduled, fo~NOye1Uper4."
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Ain:iingother things; 'the proposal apparently inelud~S'.'i-WI!'JlP}~r,phol}l(['i-% ~cr;e.¥;e~ .rap,giIlg", ".
from several dollars to almost $10 a month, just to save urban~focusedtelecompn:ividers'nearly"
$4 billion annually in access charges. This is somewhat alarming given the challenges that many
of my constituents alreadyface from a national credit crisis, increasingfood .andfuel prices, and
rising unemployment rates,Alsoal<Wffiing; i~ th"tfa~1 tlla,~;u}lIIlY.JOW, iilC0!'!1e ap.d, 'ieniorci~ii~ns in
rural areas will be forced to choose between the baSic necessities and essenti~l1 ...'.. ..'
telec6miilun,ication sllrvices;.including rel.iable QJJ·flIldbr9adband access.
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Attliesame time, the proposalwQUld.W\C!Y[C;1J.tPw.a.dlJ,<Jll?' iIlye~trnent by elimipating billions of
dollars in funding thatrural providers llsetodayto ouildand maintainbroadbandillfrastructure in
rural America. In addition to putting the goal of uni~ersalbroadb'an:d availability further ~way
fbr many cottununitie~;'such an approach could lead to additional unemployment and market
instability in the tdecommunications industry.

Given the gravity of these issues, I am disappointed that the actual order has not been made
:available for public comment, and that the FCC vote is scheduled on Election Day, a day when
members of Congress and their constituents are rightly focused on their civic duties.
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While I am aware that the Commission is under a court order to address one narrow issue, the
intercarrier rate for caiis to dial-up Internet service providers, I want to urge you in the strongest
possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the proposed order before putting it out for
public comment. In this way, we can alileam about both the merits and drawbacks of the
proposal before it is too late.

Sincerely,

Representative Arthur Williams
N.C. House of Representatives - 6th District

cc: The Honorable Deborah Taylor Tate, Commissioner
The Honorable Michael Copps, Commissioner
The Honorable Jonathan Adelstein, Commissioner
The Honorable Robert McDowell, Commissioner


