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Dear Comrnlsswner Martm

Tt has come’ to my attentlon that the Federal Corrmlumcathns Comxmssmn 1is conmdemng a -~
proposed.-order on intercarrier. compensatmn and, upjversal servige that could dramatlcally alter '
the cost and availability -of rural telecommunications and broadband in my y'state. Talso

u‘nderstand that th-= FCC, vote-is scheduled. for November 4.
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Among other thln'Z’S' the propcrsal apparently mcludes mnsumer phone rate mcreases Tanging .
from several dollars to almost-$10 a month, just to save urba.n-focused telecom pr0v1ders nearly
$4 billion annually in access charges. This is somewhat alarmmg given the challenges that many
of my constituents already face from a national credit crisis, increasing. food and fuel prices, and
rising unemploymentirates. :Also- alam;mg is the,fact thatmany. low income and senior, c:tlzens in
rural areas will be forced to choose between the basic necessities and essential
teiecommumcaﬁon serv1ces, 1nc1ud1ng reliable 911 and broadband access.

e e e e .
a_‘,__-_ ‘)J Lo T "l f'i‘-"/'itn- e
+ i Tk

Atthe same t1me the proposa} would undercut broadband mvestment by ehmmatmg b1lhons of

‘doltars‘in funding that tural providers use today to build, and maintajn broadband. mfrastructure in

rural America. In addition to putting the goal of universal broadband availability further away

-for many communities; such an approach could lead to additional unemployment and market

instability in the telecommunications industry.

Given the 'gravity,(_)f these issues, I am disappointed that the actual order has not been made

‘available for public comment, and that the FCC vote is scheduled on Election Day, a day when

members of Congress and their constituents are rightly focused on their civic duties.
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While I am aware that the Commission is under a court order to address one narrow issue, the
intercarrier rate for calls to dial-up Internet service providers, I want to urge you in the strongest
possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the proposed order before putting it out for
public comment. In this way, we can all learn about both the merits and drawbacks of the
proposal before it is too late.

Sincerely,

/Qm LAl s

Representative Arthur Williams
N.C. House of Representatives — 6™ District

ce: The Honorable Deborah Taylor Tate, Commissioner
The Honorable Michael Copps, Commissioner
The Honorable Jonathan Adelstein, Commissioner
The Honorable Robert McDowell, Commissioner



