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Chainnan Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
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';) I 'It'fuls'cbhi~ td:iIl§';atteiit1dti:rib:'frethe:F~derafcomiliuniditib:6S.:(Sotillhis§ion is": " ,.
conside:rinia propos~d-btder'bti;hlterd~er'c(h:tipeli:s'ation,alidwli:v~tsai<~brvlc'e that'"
could dramatically alter the cost and availability ofrural telecommunications and
broadband in my state, and that the FCC vote is scheduled for November 4 - Election
Day 2008. ' .. , : ,,' '~', ',. ' ' " ' ':... ",' , ." '.

.... 1: ,":',,":..•

, Am.ong, ~~er:~ii~s" ilie'E~op~S~ appar~ntlY.i~cl~des 6~lis~e~ ph~li.~ t.ate '
increases' rangmg"rrom' s~:veraI dol1ar~'t.o .almost' $lO':fhi:ioilth~"just t(j"say~ :urban-focl,lsed
telecom providers l1earLiy $4 bilH~n annually iii'access charges:" this is so'inewhat
alanning given thechallenge~ that DlflllY of.my' c~mstituents alreadyJace from a'national

,.cI'edit crisis, in~reasing- food 'and f4el prices and risirig tW,emploYl1lent rates. ,
•. ' ,", t ". ; .~,,' ~'.': t'", .0, t" .;-; .J::-,:,o", .. ·1~., I (i"".': :~, -, :::.:;~,."t;~ '1.-' ," ~ ...-i;.:.:. ':, "4,.,

At th~ same'ii:hi~~ the proposal would und.ercut broadQ~d investI~H~4t by
eliminating bi~1i6n:s ;ofdollars iri~futf~g tlla('rtrr8);p~b{t1ders' use' to'daY'tJ bbiia and
maintaiD. brmidband ififrftstructure in ruraf Alherlca. 'TIl'~dditiori 'fo:puttin-g-tii;;'goill. of
universal broadband availability further away for many communities, such an approach
could lead to adp.i.tional unemployment and market instability ill the telecommunications
industry. ' .: .. '

:. ","

,'. Given the 'gravity ofthese issues, I am disappointed that the actual' order' has not
been made available' for public comment., 'and that the' FCC' vote issclieduJed on Election
Day when members of Congress and their constituents are rightly focused on their civic
duties. "

No. at Copies rec'diJ~~__
ListABCDE

1994 NATIONAl. CHAIRMAN OF AMERICAN LEGISI.ATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIl.



""'lJ b .•\,

Chairman Kevin Martin
October 22,2008
Page -2-

While I am aware that the Commission is under a court order to address one
narrow issue - the intercarrier rate for calls to dial-up Internet service providers - I want
to urge yo* in the strongest possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the
proposed order before putting it out for public comment. ill this way, we can alileam
about both, the merits and drawbacks ofthe proposal before it is too late.

Sincerely,

I~ .~ ... <.
ReE' Harold J. Brubaker
78 District
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