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e has come 10: my a'ttentlon thL‘t the'F ederal Commumcatlons Commlss1on 15’ 7 v
considering'a proposéd order on'‘ifféréarrier cottipetisation -and univérdal sérvice that !
could dramatically alter the cost and ava11ab111ty of rural telecommunications and
broadband in my state, and that the FCC vote 1s scheduled for November 4 - Elect:lon _
Day 2008.

g
Among other%h:ngs the proposal apparently mcludes cOnSumer phone rate
increases ran gmg from several doflars'to ajmost ‘ELO"‘ month Just 0" $ave urban-focused
telecom prowders néarly $4 billion annually in access charges. This is somevvhat
alannmg glven the challenges that many of my constituents already face from a national

_’l’,;G

At the samé fiins, the proposal Would undercut broadband mvestment by
eliminating billions of dtffllars ifi fufting that fural prow‘nders use today to build and
maintain broadband ififraStructure in rural Aﬁmnoa T# addition {0 Putting fhe 04l of
universal broadband availability further away for many communities, such an approach
could lead to add1t10nal unemployment and market instability in the telecommmncatlons ;
1ndustry

~Given the grawt} of these issues, I am d1sappo1nted that the actual order has not |
been made available for public comment, and that the FCC vote is scheduled on Election
Day when members of Congress and their constituents are rightly focused on their civic

duties.
No. of Copies rec'd _Q_____._

List ABCDE .

1994 NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL . "




Chairman Kevin Martin
October 22, 2008
Page -2-

While I am aware that the Commission is under a court order to address one
narrow issue — the intercarrier rate for calls to dial-up Internet service providers — I want
to urge you in the strongest possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the
proposed order before putting it out for public comment. In this way, we can all learn
about both the merits and drawbacks of the proposal before it is too late.

Sincerely,

Reg. Harold J. Brubaker
78" District
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