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"1 • 'Ithas'cbhi~ t(b~y:attenildiiYiii[iithe:Fedefa.fCommunidltibfi~·tSdriniris~~on:is:·~ , '.
considering:a: propos~d-bidei:' bti;irtferd~er-coiiipe'ir~iitioii artd Uriiv~dai'~~fvice that -:
could dramatically alter the cost and availability of rural telecommunications and
broadband in my state, and that the FCC vote is scheduled for November 4 - Election
Day 2008. ',' ,', ~ '~', '.. '. ' .. ";'

, "'1' ~': '.'-:, ' . .' "

. 'Am.ong.(~~ei~~s,:the l?~op~~~ aPl;ai:~iltfy, i~cl~4es t9.ns~ei:, ;p~~iJ.~ r.ate '
increases' rangmg from ~~yeral 'doiiars'to.abnost $lma~month~justto 'say~, urbaii-focused
teleconi providers nearlY. $4 billi~n annUally iil' accesS: charges:' tIiis is sotnewhat
alarming given the challenge~ that n:i~y of,my' G<;mstituents already, face ii'om a'national
,credit cdsis" inqeasingfqod 'an<;l fi.!,el prices and risi,rig up.empldyment rates.

, . "', ( ',' ; :",' :.": fl' t" .• ;-; ,r .:;~, .. ,. "$:~" It, :~\" :;~, .•,~;... "t,": .ti:~. ",' I:. " ". ': .'.oJ"

At the; sainediirie~ the proposal would undercut broadQ~d inves~ehtby
eliininating billions 'ofd6Uars iiNMffIDg til~fturaJ.;'~i:b{r1ders 'use:to'daj'ti;iWliiiti and
maintaiit broadband ittfrastructl1re in iilTaJ.: Art1e#6\i: ,'ril-additi6tft6:puttin:g' tiie' gri~ of
universal broadband availability further away for many communities, such an approach
could lead to ad4i,tional unemployment and market instability in the telecomm~cations
industry. " .. , .

: .' i'"

',Given the'gra"ity of tliese issues, I am disappointed that'the actual oreier' has not
been made available' for public cOrDmeni, 'and that the',pCC' vote' is scheduled on Election
Day when mem.bers ofCongress and their constituents are rightly focused on their civic
duties. ','
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While I am aware that the Commission is under a court order to address one
narrow issue - the intercarrier rate for calls to dial-up Internet service providers - I want
to urge you in the strongest possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the
proposed order before putting it out for public comment. In this way, we can allleam
about both the merits and drawbacks of the proposal before it is too late. .:

Sincerely,

I~ ~.~ <-
Re~. Harold J. Brubaker
7St District

RJB/lhe


