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The Honorable Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW .
Washington,DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin,
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It~co~e W,!flY .~tten,tio?,that 1he Fe:~~ Comm~cations ~~mpllssion is consid:ring a
pr,o~o~d.?rd,~?~ ~t.e~yrcon:w,e~~~~~d.umversal serYlce~t coulddt,amatically alter
th~'egst .~d~~aIla~l{lty. of~tel~~pmm~9ations and.brqailb\IP-d m my,state, ,anrl;that-the
FCC vote IS schediiled for November 4'- Election Day 2008.

Amon~othetJ'irlb&S, tb.~p'!riw~~.iWi>~~niI~ ~cludes consumer phone rat€; increase~ ranging
fro~ s:veraldoiIar~ to.~lI~JW,~ mon~,.Jijst to save urban-rocu~ed telj:COm.p~V1def1l nem:Iy:
$4 billion annually ill access cnarges. This IS somewhat alarming gIVen the .challenges thatrmany
ofmy constituents already face from a national credit crisis, increasing food and fuel pricllllland
rising unemployment rates.

At the same ~e, the proposal would undercut broadband investment by eliniinating billiollll>.of
dol1i1rs in:linming that~, providers use todayto build and maintain,broadband infr~cturel
in rural AmeJ1jca. In adlP~<?~,f9 P.1;1~ tJ,le gpai ofuniversal broadband ljv!\ilability ftp'theraway
forli\any co?P.'~~s, ~~*Ii\t1.lipl/F.~\lCh could lead to ac!ditioJlll1 unemployml;lnt and J;I1lI1'J(et
instability in l;Jre'relecommunications industry.
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Gi~e? the . .'" Jy.b~~esl' ,is\lu1(S, ,Tani ~~pp~ted t?atthe ac~alo/derh~ n~ Q~Il~,@lld~
av~la~le ~o.r "V91!.c.~llllUen~ an~ J'hJ!.tjliiicf.c,C;yote IS sc~edu1ed 0/1-JElI;c,ti!ln Day.!\Vhello':
me~r~~r. : o~~s ~d-tbfiir!coils~t1.I;elil~~ jU",~ ljght!y,:f9cused Q1J;~eir c~vic duties.
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While I am aware that the Commission is Wlder a court order to address one narrow issue _ the
interc.;mer rate for calls to dial-up Internet service providers - I want to urge you in the strongest
possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the proposed order before putting it out for
public comment. In this way, we can all learn about the merits and dmwbacks ofthe proposal
before it is too late.

Sincerely,

1'4-,a~
-, ----.J. S. Pierce, ChaiIman .

Bow ofColmnissione~

JSP/drh

cc: Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell


