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October ~9, 2008

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW .
Washington,DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin,

It~ co~e W, !pyattentio~ that ~~ Fe~F.\Il Comm~cations ~omprission is considering a . ­
p~#o~~d;?rd,~ ~~i~:er~iurlfco~~<?~~d.universal service ~t coul4dJ:,amatically alter
the·lil?st.~d ?;YaJlal'iilty.qfr¥UteW~s'l#n:u¢.9~ons andbrqadb\IP-d m my(state"ani:Uhat-the
FCC vote IS schedUled for November 4 '- Election Day 2008.

Amon¢othet)hihg:s, th~plJpq~~,~~iitl~ ~cludes conswner phone rate increase~ ranging
fro~ s~veral :doilar~ to ,~n:J.(?~~~~,l\ mon~, ,J]JSt to save urban.~ocu~ed tell'Com.p~oV1deq.; neady:
$4 billion aD1\ualIy m access cnarges, This IS somewhat alarmmg given the .challenges thatrmany
ofmy constitllents already face from a national credit crisis, increasing food and fuel pricfl$Jand
rising unemployment rates. .

At the same tjme, the proposal would undercut broadband investment by eliminating billiolls..of
dol1iIrs in finfffing that~ PFllviders use today to build and maintainbroad9and infr~llture,
in~Ame~ca, ~ adfP~\>~!{9 p.~f.1%g t!?-e gpal ofunivers~broadband ljv~lability fitrther away
for manY co~!1Nti-es, S\J9~1ll)lIIPPF~~h could lead to ac!ditional une!11ployment and nuu'ket
instability in t}ie:releconimunications industry.
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While I am aware that the Commission is Wlder a court order to address one narrow issue _ the
interc.;mer rate lbr calls to dial-up Internet service providers - I want to urge you in the strongest
possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the proposed order before putting it out for
public comment. In this way, we can all learn about the merits and drawbacks ofthe proposal
before it is too late.

Sincerely,

.,.c'.:~{.-&. / --
J. S. Pie-rc-e-,C....; '""'hai'OiiM" .• ' .
Bow ofCoJlnnissioners

JSP/drh

cc: Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell


