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IMfaSIC()r:mE;to,mYiltttlntionlthl:ltttii! Federal .c::ommunicationSlCommissillln ,is consider-ing a proposed order on intercarrier
cl:nnper:tscitian lar:ld'I:UJiVe~al tSer.:viC!e.,that'coul~ cilr~":latic~IIY~~lter. t.~e ,CQst"and avail~bility of rural, telecommunications and
bre.adband'in ,my-sta'Ul,..and.thatlthe.FC:C vote is 5ch~~~Ie'd:~rfNP~~o1'bei~:!' 1!lectlon.Day 2008,

• to -. I I.. •• •..

AI1'I0Ag other things, the proposal 'apparently inGlt'l!Je~\~psl:/ijlei,p1J~ne rate tricfeases ranging from several dollars to almost $10 '
a.manth, just to save l!Irban·f~cused telecom providJrSl·r:I~~IY",$'.fbi1Iil)n..annually in access charges., This is somewhat alarming
giv.en ,th~af:lallen!iJes,that many of my canstituents already face·from a r:lational ttredit crisis, increasing food and fuel prices and '
~isiliJ.g unemplaymenUates. '

At the sar.iit~':time, the·prop.os~ wO'I,lId'undercut broadband investment by eliminating billions of dollars in funding that rural
prawiders-I!!se tQday t~,bullcttBn.c;.f, maintain broadband 'infrastructure in rural America. In addition to putting the goal of universal
broadba'ltlJ ,availabili~ fur;ther.~wa~ fmr many communities, such an approach could lead to additional unemployment and
market instability in th'e telecommunications industry.

I, •

Glven,1j)e srllvity of these issues, I am disappointed that the actual order has not been made available for public comment, and
that the FCC vote is scheduled on Election Day when members of Congress and their constituents are rightly focused on their
civic duties, '

While I am aware that the Commission is under a court order to address one narrow issue - the intercarrier rate for calls to dial
up Internet service providers - Iwant to urge you in the strongest possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the
proposed order before putting it out for public comment In this way, we can all learn about both the merits and drawbacks of
the,propCllsal before it ,is too·late,
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Sincerely,
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Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
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