Officers
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. EMBARQ

April Thornton, VP - Internal Affairs ™ -

' Randolph Hospital .

| Carla Freemyer VP- Communlty Development o

Asheboro Cn.y Schools

" John Grey, VP - Business and Indusu-y
The Wooten Company A

‘Gary Mason, VP - GovemmentalAffaxrs .

Asheboro City Police
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Carolina Bank .

'David Smith, Past Chairman
Credit Bureau Collection Systems

" George Gusler, President
. 2008 Board of Directors

Donald Andrews
Randolph, County Schools

Robert Clauser

' 'Randolph Medical Associates )

Steven Cofer
. Archltect S.W. Cofer, PLLC

Steve Cox .
Randolph Telephone .

Len Fox
State' Directory Company

_James Gouty
BB&T

Ken Greene
Progress Energy

" Scott Kauffman ’
. Klaussner Home Furmshmgs :

Dale Lambert '
Randolph Elect,nc Membershlp Corp.

Elbert Lassiter
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co

Reynolds Lisk
Insurarice Assoclates of the Triad

Kim Markhamv ‘ o
Asheboro Recycling Center

Susan Milner .
 Randolph Commumty College

Matthew Smith
Insurance Associates of the Triad

Cooper Thornton
CommunityOne Bank -

" Richard Wells ~ ,
Randolph County : e

Area Chamber Representatives

- ‘David Caughron’

Randleman Chamber of Commerce

*.J. B. Griffith, I o
Liberty Chambet of Commerce

Rhonda Winters

Archdale-Trinity Chamber of Commerce *
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| :October 2, 2008

Chatrman Kevin Marun : . -
Federal Communications Commission ~ .~~~ e
445 12" Street, SW . . . . Lo ST E
Washmgton, DC 20554 o o S

Dear Comnnssmner Martm

Ithas come to my attentlon that the Federal Commumcattons Commlssmn is

considering a proposed order on intercarrier compensation and umversal service .

+ that could dramatically alter the cost and ava11ab111ty of rural telecommunications’
_and broadband in my state, and that the FCC vote is scheduled for November 4 -
Electlon Day 2008 . X . _ B

A.mong cher thmgs the proposal apparently mcludes consumer phone rate i
increases ranging from several dollars to almost $10 a month, just to save urban- -

. focused telecom prov1ders nearly $4 billion annually in access charges. This is

somewhat alarmiing glven the challenges that many of my members a]ready face '
from a national credit crisis, increasing food and fuel pnces and nsmg

At the same time, the proposal would undefeut broadband mvestment by

eliminating billions of dolars in funding that rural providers use today to build and
maintain broadband infrastructure in rural America. In addmon to putting the goal
of universal broadband availability further away for many communities, such an
approach could lead to additional unemployment and market mstablhty in the "
telecommumcaﬁons industry.

Given the gravity of these issues, I am disappointed that the actual 'o‘rder'has not
been made available for public comment, and that the FCC vote is scheduled on
Election Day when members of Congress and their consntuents are nghtly focused
on theu‘ civic duties. ’ .

While I am aware that the Coinmissioﬁ is under a court orderto address one natrow
issue — the intercarrier rate for calls to dial-up Internet service providers —  want to .
urge you in the strongest possible terms not to proceed with the other issues in the

. proposed order before putting it out for public comment. In this way, we can all

learn about both the merits and drawbacks of the proposal before it is too late.’

Sincerely,

George W. Gusler

Website: www.chamber.asllebopo.com ¢ Fax: (336) 626-7677 . E-Mail:'chamber@ash'ebot;o.com .
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