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The Honorable Cathy Rod~sralC9mmunications Commission
McMorris Office of the Secretary .

The Honorable Norm Dicks I
The Honorable Jim McDermott I
The Honorable Dave Reichert .
The Honorable Adam Smith

October 27,2008

Dear Senators and Representatives:
i

i
We are writing to express our serious concern about the rushed nature of the propdsed
rule change concerning intercarrier compensation and the universal service fund b¢ing
circulated internally at the Federal Communications Commission. I

!

The proposal is scheduled for a vote on November 4th yet the 167 page document has not
been released to the public. I

The Honorable Maria Cantwell
The Honorable Patty Murray
The Honorable Jay Inslee
The Honorable Rick Larsen
The Honorable Brian Baird
The Honorable Doc Hastings

,
We strongly urge Congress to intervene and compel the FCC to delay this vote an? allow
time for an open and transparent process and public comments before it enacts such a
sweeping proposal. We ar¥reque.sting that you ask the F~C npt to yote on this proposal
until the appropriate cqnimittees in the Congress haye the 'time to thQughtfully review all
of the possible negative repercussions of this propdsed'order and the proposal has peen
publicly vetted. , I

'" ,,!
The timing oft'his proposal could not be worse. Like the rest of the country, Wasliington
State is experi~p.cing what appears now to be the long-term effect of the nation's i
economic crisis. It is our Understanding that the proposed FCC order would raise the
rates of residential and business telephone customers, and could further destabilize the
telecommunications industry in our most rural areas. We agree wholeheartedly with the
letter written to the FCC by the National Association ofRegulatory Utility I

Commissioners that states, I
. ., .. .' I

"Respectfully, in the wake o/fJ,.e credit crisis still revf!rb~rating throughout the :U.S.
economy, ,the lite is. rushiljg to resolve.a $.13 qillio~,pr061ein based on insufficient
ip/ormation, a,!:d inadequate record; and qn incredibly r:ompressed delibera~ive i!eriod.
There is no neet! to 'do so. " . j



John McCoy
Chairman.
House Technology, Energy &,
Telecommunications Committee

Larry Crouse
Ranking Minority Member
House Technology, Energy &
Telecommunications Committee

cc: Kevin J. Martin, FCC Chairman~
Michael J. Copps, FCC Commissioner
Jonathan S. Adelstein, FCC Commissioner
Deborah-'];:a:yIQr Tate, FCC Commissioner
Robert M. McDowell, FCC Gommissioner
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