
    Reply Comments By Marshfield Broadcasting Company, Inc.     
  in MM Docket No. 99-325, FM Digital Power Increase Requests                    

and Associated Technical Studies 
 
    
   Marshfield Broadcasting Company, Inc., licensee of Radio Station WATD-
FM in Marshfield, Massachusetts, respectfully submits the following Reply 
Comments in the FCC proceeding referenced above. 
 
   As the information and opinions submitted by the respondents to this 
proceeding clearly indicate, increasing IBOC power from the current 1% to 
10% is a very contentious proposal. We gently suggest that the Commission’s 
first priority here must be to protect the integrity of FM broadcast spectrum 
and the analog signals situated there.  
 
   As far as WATD is concerned, we conducted three studies based on the 
interference protocol developed by NPR laboratories. These studies indicate 
that if all of our neighboring FM stations were operating with a 1% IBOC 
power level our interference free population would be reduced from 265,871 
persons (our analog interference only coverage) to 172,007 persons 
representing a loss in coverage of 93,864 persons or 35.5% of our pre-IBOC 
coverage. If all adjacent FM stations were to operate with 10% IBOC power 
WATD would be left with interference free coverage reaching only 95,273 
persons representing 35.8 % of the population served based on analog only 
interference and 55.4% of the population reached if all interference 
producing stations operated with 1% IBOC power. Table 1, below, shows the 
numbers in graphic form. 
 
                                                        Table 1 
                         WATD Interference Free Population Coverage 
 
                                                               No Interference          Interference 
 
Analog Interference Only                  265,871 persons         64,499 persons 
 
Analog & 1% IBOC Interference     172,007 persons        158,363 persons 
 
Analog & 10% IBOC Interference     95,273 persons        235,346 persons 
 



   Earlier this year we filed comments in the Commission’s Localism 
Proceeding and incorporate those comments by reference here. As we 
pointed out earlier, WATD takes localism seriously and for 31 years we’ve 
provided truly local broadcast service to the South of Boston communities 
reached by our signal. But if you approve the 10% IBOC power proposal 
you place nearly half of our existing interference free service area at risk. If 
we lose half of our audience it will be very difficult financially for WATD to 
continue to provide the broadcast localism currently in place. 
 
   Please understand that this Docket truly represents a tipping point for 
local broadcasting in the United States. The proponents are in large part 
huge corporations owning dozens and sometimes hundreds of FM stations. 
Many of these facilities are fully or partially automated and others simply re-
broadcast other co-owned facilities in the same market. Class B and C 
station owners serving metropolitan areas with multiple signals can perhaps 
afford to lose analog service area in return for improved digital coverage. 
But smaller Class A stations like WATD cannot! And it is the smaller 
community based stations which provide truly local service. Virtually none 
of us support the proposed IBOC power increase.  And if you approve it you 
may put many of us out of business. Please proceed very, very, carefully in 
this proceeding. The future of local broadcasting depends on you. 
 
   But should you decide to allow increased IBOC power in any form, then 
please also consider permitting power increases for affected local stations 
thus permitting us to at least maintain our existing interference free 
coverage. 
          
                             
    
                                 Respectfully submitted on January 12, 2009 
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