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Report from  
CEPT WRC-11 Conference Preparatory Group (CPG)  

December, 2008 
  

The second meeting of the Conference Preparatory Group for WRC-11 (CPG) of European 
Conference of Post and Telecommunications (CEPT) was held on 1 – 3 December 2008. The 
highlights/decisions of this meeting are summarized below. 
 
Agenda Item 1.1: Deletion of country footnotes (Resolution 26) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT encouraged European administrations to take the 
initiative to review footnotes in the radio regulations and to propose deletion of their 
country names or the deletion of country footnotes, if no longer required.  CEPT further 
expressed that agenda item shall not be used for adding country names into footnotes 
unless in accordance with Res. 26. 
 
Agenda Item 1.2: Enhancing the international regulatory framework (Resolution 951) 
With regard to this agenda item, following preliminary positions were adopted: 

• CEPT supports actions to improve the regulatory framework and recognizes the 
importance of flexibility in allocating frequency bands to services. 

• CEPT supports the principle of increased flexibility while at the same time 
ensuring compatibility between services. 

• CEPT supports that the principles for notification should be reviewed in order to 
allow for a more flexible notification when a frequency band is allocated to both 
the mobile and the fixed service. 

• In light of convergence among applications in fixed, mobile and broadcasting 
services, CEPT is considering introduction of a new regulatory definition for 
“multimedia service”. 

 
Agenda Item 1.3: Spectrum requirements for Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
Resolution 421 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed preliminary support for studies to 
determine the radiocommunications requirements for safe operation of UAS with the aim 
to propose necessary regulatory action to WRC-11.  CEPT is of the view that in order to 
ensure safe and seamless integration of UAV in the ECAC region around 2030, 
[TBD] MHz of terrestrial and [TBD] MHz of satellite safety spectrum will be required to 
provide ATC relay, C² and SAA (without video) services. 
 
Agenda Item 1.4 - Regulatory measures for new Aeronautical Mobile Route Service 
AM(R)S in the bands 112-117.975 MHz, 960-1 164 MHz, and 5 000 - 5 030 MHz 
(Resolutions 413,, 417 and 420) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed preliminary position that in the band 
5 000 – 5 030, any allocation could be considered only if the spectrum requirements can 
not be fulfilled in the band 5 091-5 150 MHz and if AM(R)S would not create undue 
constraint on the existing radiocommunication services. 
 
Agenda Item 1.5: Electronic News Gathering (Resolution 954) 
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With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed general support for harmonization of 
tuning range for frequencies of ENG  
 
Agenda Item 1.6 – Allocations in the 275-3000 GHz frequency range (Resolution 950) 
and regulations of terrestrial free-space optical links (Resolution 955) 
With regard to this agenda item and Res. 950, following preliminary positions were 
adopted: 

• CEPT supports the review of No. 5.565 considering in particular new 
technological advancements and planned applications for passive services (EESS, 
RAS and Space Research) to allow early assessment of scientific and 
meteorological next generation equipments. 

• CEPT is of the view that such review should not lead to” monopolizing” spectrum 
for passive services and, considering in particular attenuation conditions related to 
the 275-3000 GHz frequency range,  

• CEPT recognizes that an identification of possible use of certain bands for passive 
services should not preclude future consideration of these bands for active 
services.  

• CEPT believes that, considering specificities of different passive 
services/applications under consideration and the need to consider detailed 
requirements, this agenda item should lead to a revision of N° 5.565 that would 
refer to 3 different Resolutions, respectively addressing EESS, Radioastronomy 
and Aeronomy. In particular, the case of aeronomy applications that are not 
consistent with definition(s) of radio service(s) would have to be specifically 
studied. 

 
With regard to this agenda item and Res. 955, following preliminary positions were 
adopted: 

• CEPT will consider any proposal for regulations of terrestrial free-space optical 
links, noting that such regulations should not constrain satellite optical 
applications.  CEPT considers that for such satellite optical applications, neither 
regulations nor procedures are necessary. 

 
Agenda Item 1.7: Meet requirements for AMS(R)S, while retaining the generic MSS 
allocation at 1525-1559 and 1626.5-1660.5 MHz (Resolution 222) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed support for accommodating existing 
and future AMS(R)S systems in Europe. CEPT also recognized that the 1.5/1.6 GHz 
MSS allocations are currently utilized by AMS(R)S as well as by other MSS applications.  
To address this agenda item, CEPT intends first to consider how the long-term 
requirements of AMS(R)S can be accommodated in 1 545-1 555 MHz and 1 646.5-
1 656.5 MHz bands, in order to take advantage of the existing certified equipment 
onboard aircraft. If necessary, CEPT also will consider possible additional frequency 
bands for future AMS(R)S requirements. 
 
Agenda Item 1.8: Fixed service in the bands between 71-238 GHz (Resolutions 731 & 
732) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed the following preliminary positions: 
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• Support studying the technical and regulatory issues to facilitate the 
technological developments and improve flexibility for FS in the FS 
allocations taking into account the requirements of other services in the bands 
above 71GHz.  

• There is no intention to extend frequency allocations to the fixed service under 
this agenda item.  

 
Agenda Item 1.9: Review of Appendix 17 in order to implement new digital 
technologies for the maritime mobile service (Resolution 351) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed the following preliminary positions: 

• Support revision of Appendix 17 to facilitate the use of new digital 
communication systems, while maintaining sufficient provisions for remaining 
operational requirements involving Narrow Band Direct Printing (NBDP) within 
the GMDSS. 

• Any changes to Appendix 17 could be implemented within a defined transition 
period.   

 
Agenda Item 1.10: Frequency allocation requirements and regulatory provisions for 
operation of safety systems for ships and ports (Resolution 357) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed the following preliminary positions: 

• At present time – no requirements have been identified to support regulatory 
and/or allocation changes to be made at WRC-11.  

• There is a need to conduct studies to establish spectrum requirements to address 
issues under this agenda item. 

 
Agenda Item 1.11: Primary allocation to the space research service (Earth-to-space) 
within the band 22.55-23.15 GHz (Resolution 753) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed preliminary support for allocation to 
SRS, on a condition that no undue constraints are placed on other services in the subject 
frequency band. 
 
Agenda Item 1.12: Protect primary services in the band 37-38 GHz from interference 
resulting from aeronautical mobile service (Resolution 754) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed preliminary support for additional 
restrictions on the aeronautical mobile service in the subject band.  Specifically, CEPT is 
considering PFD limit(s) on aeronautical mobile transmissions in order to facilitate 
protection of the SRS earth stations in the band 37-38 GHz. 
Administration of Sweden provided the following statement on this issue: 
“Sweden is of the view that if the number of SRS stations is limited and their operation 
objectives can be met by appropriate choice of geographic location, then this method is to 
be preferred before allocations. Alternatively, a geographically limited footnote 
allocation could be considered instead of allocation of the whole frequency band to SRS 
with no geographic limitation.” 
 
Agenda Item 1.13: Spectrum usage of the 21.4-22 GHz band for plan BSS in Regions 
1 and 3 
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With regard to this agenda item, following preliminary positions were adopted: 
• CEPT does not support a priori planning of the band 21.4-22.0 GHz. 
• CEPT acknowledged that the relation between the power flux-density (PFD) 

value and the BSS-link availability depends mainly on the rain rates intensity. 
Considering wide variation in the rain rates intensity across Regions 1 &3, the 
CEPT concluded that it would be difficult to define a uniform PFD value for 
Regions 1 & 3 in all areas.  Consequently, CEPT concluded that intra-service 
sharing among the GSO BSS networks should not be based on a PFD limit value. 

• CEPT is of the view that no specific associated Earth-to-space frequency 
allocations are required in the context of this agenda item.  

Administration of Russia provided the following statement on this issue: 
“Resolution 551 (WRC-07) stated that introduction of BSS systems in the 21.4-22 GHz  band 
should be regulated in a flexible and equitable manner (see considering b)). The Russian 
Federation is of the view that current preliminary CEPT position do not takes into account 
the need of equitable access to the satellite broadcasting spectrum for all ITU member 
states. Principle of equitable access to the spectrum recognized by the ITU and in 
accordance to the resolve 1 of the Resolution 507 planning was considered as the most 
appropriate method for the broadcasting satellite service. Method of regulation in the band 
21.4-22 GHz should guarantee flexibility and equitability.” 

 
Agenda Item 1.14 – Allocations or regulatory provisions for radiolocation service in 
the range 30-300 MHz (Resolution 611) 
With regard to this agenda item, following preliminary positions were adopted: 

• CEPT supports studies to assess implementation of new allocations for 
radiolocation service in the frequency bands 138-144 MHz and 154-156 MHz.  
Possible allocation should not unduly constrain existing services operating in 
accordance with the Radio Regulations. 

• CEPT does not support allocations to radiolocation service in the bands 108-137 
MHz, 156.4875-156.8375 MHz and 161.9625-162.0375 MHz because these 
frequency bands are used by distress and safety applications of aeronautical or 
maritime services. 

 
Agenda Item 1.15: Consider possible allocations in the range 3-50 MHz to the 
radiolocation service for oceanographic radar applications (Resolution 612) 
At this meeting, the CEPT did not adopt positions with regard to this agenda item. 
 
Agenda Item 1.16: Needs of passive systems for lightning detection in MetAids, 
including possibility of an allocation in the range below 20 kHz (Resolution 671) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed preliminary support for recognition and 
possible allocation on the condition that no undue constraints are placed on existing 
services operating in accordance with the Radio Regulations. 
 
Agenda Item 1.17: Sharing studies between the mobile service and other services in 
the band 790-862 MHz in Regions 1 and 3 (Resolution 749) 
With regard to this agenda item, following preliminary positions were adopted: 

 4
CEPT CPG-11, December, 2008 
 



WAC/002(13.01.09) 
 

• CEPT supports regulatory provisions of the GE-06 Agreements and believes that 
these provisions should not be “questioned nor reviewed” under Agenda Item 
1.17.  

• CEPT considers that the GE-06 Agreement contains all the necessary regulatory 
mechanisms (e.g., coordination procedures) required for the protection of the 
broadcasting service from possible mobile service cross-border interference 
emanating from countries that are signatories to the GE-06 Agreement. 

• The regulatory mechanism required for protection of broadcasting service in the 
GE-06 countries from the cross-border interference caused by the mobile service 
systems operating in countries outside GE-06 area is not yet developed. 

• Appropriate sharing studies must be carried out to establish appropriate protection 
criteria for the Aeronautical Radionavigation Service from the mobile service.  In 
this regard, there may be a need to develop ITU-R recommendation(s). 

• In general, there are no specific regulatory procedures for ensuring compatibility 
between fixed and mobile services.  There may be a need to address compatibility 
between fixed and mobile services under this agenda item. 

 
Agenda Item 1.18: Radiodetermination-satellite service (s-to-E) allocations in the band 
2 483.5-2 500 MHz (Resolution 749) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed tentative support for the global primary 
allocation to RDSS provided that its compatibility is supported by technical studies. 
 
Agenda Item 1.19: Regulatory measures related to the introduction of SDR and CRS 
(Resolution 956) 
With regard to this agenda item, following preliminary positions were adopted: 

• ”Software-defined radio” and ”cognitive radio systems” are not  radio services as 
defined in Article 1 of the Radio Regulations.  

• ”Software-defined radio” and “cognitive radio systems” may be operated under 
any radio service.   

• CEPT is of the view that frequencies (tuning range) for specific applications such 
as SDR or CRS can be harmonized regionally by regional organizations or 
globally in ITU-R Recommendations. 

 
Agenda Item 1.20: HAPS gateway links in the range 5 850-7 075 MHz 
(Resolution 734) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT agreed to support extended sharing studies, with 
the aim of ensuring adequate protection of existing services including conventional fixed 
service stations. 
 
Agenda Item 1.21: Consider a primary allocation to the radiolocation service in the 
band 15.4 – 15.7 GHz  
At this meeting, the CEPT did not adopt positions with regard to this agenda item. 
 
Agenda Item 1.22: Emissions from short range devices (Resolution 953) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT is of the view that no decision needs to be taken at 
WRC-11 on SRDs.  CEPT is of the view that the regulations of emissions by SRDs can 
 5
CEPT CPG-11, December, 2008 
 



WAC/002(13.01.09) 
 

be achieved via the development of ITU-R Recommendations, taking into account the 
Resolution ITU-R 54 (“studies to achieve harmonisation for short range 
radiocommunication devices (SRDs)”).  
 
Agenda Item 1.23: Secondary Allocation of about 15 KHz to Amateurs in the Band 
415-526.5 kHz  
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT adopted the following preliminary positions: 

• aeronautical and maritime services must be protected 
• studies have to be performed taking into account developments under other WRC-

11 agenda items ((e.g., AI 1.10) 
• CEPT plans to evolve its position based on the outcome of studies on this issue. 

 
Agenda Item 1.24: Expansion of non-GSO MetSat (s-E) allocation in 7750-7850 MHz 
to 7850-7900 MHz (Resolution 672) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed preliminary support for the allocation 
of additional 50 MHz of spectrum to the MetSat under the conditions that sharing studies 
confirm that such an allocation would not unduly constraints other services. 
 
Agenda Item 1.25: Aadditional allocations to the MSS with particular focus on the 
bands between 4 GHz and 16 GHz (Resolution 231) 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT expressed preliminary support for the allocation 
of a “justified amount” of additional spectrum to the MSS without unduly constraining 
existing, planned and future radio applications operated in the existing services. 
 
Agenda Item 7: Changes in response to Resolution 86 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) 
At this meeting, the CEPT did not adopt positions with regard to this agenda item. 
 
Agenda Item 8.1: Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau 
With regard to this agenda item, CEPT intends to consider the following issues: 

• Resolution 63 with regard to the limits to be imposed on the radiation from ISM 
equipment 

• Resolution 547 with regard to changes in characteristics of assignments of 
Appendix 30 and 30A. 

 
Agenda Item 8.2: Difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the 
Radio Regulations 
With regard to this agenda item, following preliminary positions were adopted: 

• CEPT will seek to replace “IMT-2000” by “IMT” in No. 5.388 
• CEPT will seek to include in the introduction of Appendix 4 a reference to the 

radio astronomy service in addition to space services and to replace in footnote 2 
to the title of Annex 2 the reference to footnote 1 by the text of footnote 1 
amended to apply to Annex 2 (i.e. by replacing “Terrestrial” by “Space”). 

 
With regard to Resolution 673, CEPT supports the studies by ITU-R, considering that 
development of an ITU-R Report on “The Essential Role and Global Importance of 
Radio Spectrum Use for Earth Observations of Climate Change, Weather, Water, 
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Disaster Prediction, Detection and Mitigation, and Other Related Science Applications.  
CEPT supports the development of a revision of Resolution 673 to highlight the 
importance of Earth Observation.  
 
Documents  
The documents from this meeting are available at:  
http://www.ero.dk 
 
Next meeting:  
The next meeting of CEPT CPG is scheduled for 21-23 April 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ero.dk/

