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The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12'h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:
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I understand the Feder~ Communications Commission has begun a Notice ofinquiry
(NOI) into the mandatory inclusion ofHD Radio technology into new satellite radio receivers. I
write to ask that you resist the urge to pick technol?gical winners and losers though regulation

The consumer electronics business is one of the fastest evolving and fiercely competitive
markets in our economy. This competition gives consumers access to the latest technology and
fuels innovation. In the spirit, of this competition, the FCC rightfully included an open access
condition in the Sirius XM merger order to allow a wide variety ofreceiver manufacturers to
produce satellite radios and choose the technology they wish to include alongside satellite radio.
However, a proposal to mandate HD Radio technology in these receivers would artificially
inflate the price of satellite radio receivers and compel a particular technology on the public. The
'FCC has a duty to remain technologically agnostic l!IId allow the free market to work.

I appreciate your consi,deration ofmy concerns.

I'

(
Sincerely,

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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