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The National Translator Association (“NTA”) believes there is a much simpler and more
productive approach to providing needed translators than has been proposed.  Rather than
create a special Replacement Digital Translator (“RD translator”) category with the attendant
regulatory complications, it would be preferable to simply open unrestricted TV translator
filings1 as promised in the Report and Order that authorized digital translators [19 FCC Rcd
19331 (2004)].

If in the Commission’s opinion a priority should be granted to translators that meet the
requirements for “RD Television Translator Stations” as defined in the NPRM, the NTA would
be willing to accept this compromise in the interest of getting unrestricted filing opened up.

Specific Recommendations

In the event the Commission carries this restricted rulemaking to a conclusion, in spite of the
above suggestion, the NTA proposes the following in the interest of fairness:

Treatment of earlier-filed normal pending applications:
Any pending Translator/LPTV application that is rendered ungrantable by an RD translator
application should be allowed full displacement privileges including a channel change.
Allowing such a change is simple fairness.

Unnecessarily impacting an earlier-filed application:
Any RD translator application that renders a pending LPTV/translator application ungrantable
should be required to demonstrate that the RD translator applicant cannot reach its fill-in
coverage objective without negatively impacting the earlier-filed lower-priority application.
Each RD translator applicant should be required to certify that it will not adversely impact any
pending application or, if not possible to do so, it should be required to demonstrate that
there is no available alternative channel for the RD translator that will meet its fill-in needs
without adverse consequences.

As a practical matter, before submitting an application, it is only prudent to perform an
outgoing interference analysis using an interference analysis programs equaling or closely
approximating the FCC’s Longley-Rice Terrain Dependent Algorithm.  Such programs are

                                                
1As LPTV stations are governed by the same rules and use the same spectrum, any general filing

opportunity would include LPTV applications on an equal basis.



readily available in the consulting community and provide results that allow applicants to
comply with the requirements of the previous paragraph.

Allowable coverage area:
Apparently, under the NPRM the allowed location and coverage area would be governed by
the “Table of Distances” in the “Distributed Transmission System Technologies Report and
Order.”2  The NTA has no objection to this definition but notes there is some ambiguity in ¶ 5
and associated footnote 5 of the instant NPRM.  It is suggested that this definition be
clarified.  It should be specifically written into the rules, including the “Table of Distances.”

The NPRM notes that a signal that will adequately provide service out to the edge of a fill-in
area will inevitably extend somewhat beyond the authorized area.  Because RD translators
are to be restricted to a fill-in role and not intended to extend a primary station’s coverage, it
is necessary to define how much the signal will be allowed to extend beyond the authorized
boundary.  The amount of any such extension is necessarily arbitrary, but NTA believes an
appropriate limit might be a population limit of 25% of the total population from the RD
translator in its protected (regulatory) contour beyond the primary station’s boundary.  It is
acknowledged that the area inside the RD translator’s protected contour and outside the
allowed primary station’s determined boundary is irregular and that it is difficult to determine
the population in an irregularly-shaped area.3  As a practical matter, however, it is
alternatively suggested that the 25% requirement be considered satisfied if the RD
translator’s contour does not extend more than 10km outside the boundary of the primary
station.

                                                
2Report and Order in MB Docket No. 05-312, FCC 08-256, ¶¶ 26 and 27, released November 7, 2008.

3The V-Soft “Probe” population counting software will count the combined non-duplicated population of
two stations, such as in this instance, the primary station and the RD translator.  The difference between the
non-duplicated combined population and the primary station population is the population in the irregular area
outside the primary station limit.  However, it is not known whether other population counting software programs
will do a similar calculation or how widely available the V-Soft “Probe” program is. Accordingly the alternative
use of a 10km distance is recommended if the population cannot be readily counted. Specifically if the RD
translator contour does not extend more than 10km it would not be necessary to attempt to count the
population.


