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ENFORCEMENT BUREAU'S OPPOSITION TO
REQUEST FOR LEAVE TO PROPOUND REQUESTS FOR ADMISSION OF FACTS AND

GENUINENESS OF DOCUMENTS

I. The Chief, Enforcement Bureau, by her attorneys, hereby opposes the Request for Leave

to Propound Requests For Admission of Facts and Genuineness of Documents ("Request for Leave"),

served by William F. Crowell ("Crowell") on the Bureau on January 22, 2009.1 For the reasons below,

the Request for Leave should be dismissed because it is excessively late.

2. Pursuant to Section 1.246(a) of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1,426(a), a party

may serve upon any other party a written request for admission of facts and genuineness of documents

"[w]ithin 20 days after the time for filing a notice of\ppearance has expired.

3. In the instant case, Crowell was required to file his notice of appearance by March 5,

2008.2 Because Crowell was required to file his written appearance by March 5, and Section 1.246

1The Bureau is informed that, as of the date of the instant filing, the Commission's Office of the Secretary had not
yet received an original of Crowell's pleading. Therefore, it appeals that CIOwell's pleading has not been formally
"filed" in this proceeding.

2 A copy of the Hearing Designation Order in this proceeding was sent to Crowell via certified mail, leturn receipt
requested, on February 13,2008, as evidenced by the return receipt attached hereto as Exhibit I. PUlsuant to the
Hearing Designation Order, In the Maller a/WIlliam F. Crowell, Hearing DesignRtion Order, DA 08·361 (WTB MD
2008), at para. II, Crowell was required to file his notice of appeRrance within 20 days thereafter. See also 47
C.F.R. § 1.221(c). /
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affords him 20 days thereafter within which to interpose arequest for admissions, his deadline in this

proceeding for serving such a request upon the Bureau was March 25, 2008.

4. Clearly, under any legitimate interpretation of the rules, Crowell's instant request for

leave to propound admissions on the Bureau is late in the extreme. Moreover, Crowell offers no

explanation why he failed to timely serve a request for admissions on the Bureau, and he does not plead

any extenuating circumstances warranting the grant of his pending request nearly one year after the

deadline.,

5. Crowell's instant request also smacks of an attempt at "forum shopping." In this regard,

the Bureau notes that Crowell once before sought leave to serve a request for admissions on the Bureau in

this case:after the time for,doing so had expired. In that instance, Judge Arthur Steinberg, the then-

presiding judge, properly rejected Crowell's request, informing him in no uncertain terms that "the time

for that has long gone." TR. at 15: 17.3 Crowell should not be permitted to renew his fmiher lequest at

this later date simply because there is a new judge presiding over this case. Indeed, Crowell should be

admonished that his continued failure to adhere to the Commission's procedural rules will not be

countenanced. His repetitive filings simply waste the court's time and do nothing to advance the

resolution of this case.

3 Transcript of April 2, 2008 Prehearing Conference, excerpts ofwhich are attached hereto as Exhibit 2.
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6. For the foregoing reasons, the Presiding Judge should dismiss Crowell's Request For

Leave as untimely and, therefOle, procedlllally defective.

R ecca A. Hirselj
Assistant Chief
Investigations and Hearings Division

Respectfully submitted,
Kris Anne Monteith
Chief, Enforcement Bureau

/l:.:1~~
Attorney
Investigations and Hearings Division

Federal Communications Commission
44512'10 Street, S.W., Room 4-C330
Washington, D.C. 20554
(202) 418- I420

January 29, 2009
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BEFORE THE
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

+ + + + +

PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE

IN THE MATTER OF:

..==-.__.:..:::.- " - - -7_•• '-=-'-,1

II
II WT Docket No. 08-20

"';"-::.'- .==-"

WILLIAM F. CROWELL,

Application to Renew I
License for Amateur Radio!1
Service Station W6WBJ ~

II
.=. _.~=.JI

Wednesday,
April 2, 2008

FCC File No.
0002928684

Federal Communications Commission
Room TW A-363
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C.

The above-entitled matter came on for
pre-trial conference, pursuant to notice, at
9:30 a.m.

BEFORE:

ARTHUR I. STEINBERG,
Administrative Law Judge

(202) 234·4433

NEAL R. GROSS
COURl' REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nearrgross.com
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APPEARANCES:

On Behalf of the Applicant:

WILLIAM F. CROWELL, ESQ.
Licensee/Applicant, in propria persona
1110 Pleasant Valley Road
Diamond Springs, CA 95619-9221
(530) 295-0350
fax -0352

On Behalf of the Agency:

REBECCA A. HIRSELJ, ESQ.
Assistant Chief
Investigations & Hearings Division
Enforcement Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Room 4A-236
Washington, D.C. 20554
(202) 418-7603
rebecca.hirse1j@fcc.gov

(202) 234·4433

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE.. N W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005·3701 www.nealcgross.com



1 MR. CROWELL: All I was really

14

2 asking was that maybe you could read MN&O, if

3 you don't mind, and I think it's quite

4 analogous to this Cqse, really.

5 JUDGE STEINBERG: Well, you can

6 argue that at the appropriate time, which

7 might be in findings and conclusions after the

8 hearing.

9 MR. CROWELL: Yes, Your Honor.

10 JUDGE STEINBERG: I did notice,

11 what was it, a letter -- no, I'm not going to

12 say anything more.

13 Okay, now let's turn to discovery.

14 Does the Bureau anticipate any discovery?

15

16

MS. HIRSELJ: Yes, Your Honor.

JUDGE STEINBERG: And what do you

17 anticipate doing?

18 MS. HIRSELJ: I ant~cipate we'll

19 serve written interrogatories, request for

20 production, request for documents upon Mr.

21 Crowell and once we receive responses and

22 response information, I anticipate depositions

(202) 234-4433

NEAL R. c;ROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE.. N W
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005·3701 www.naalrgross.com
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1 will be necessary.

2 JUDGE STEINBERG: Okay, and Mr.

3 Crowell, you've got the interrogatories, and

4 :r dealt with the request for production of

5 documents.

6 MR. CROWELL: Yes, I may need to

7 propound another set of interrogatories,

8 depending on the Bureau's responses to my

9 first set.

10 JUDGE STEINBERG: Sure.

11 MR. CROWELL: And I also

12 anticipate propounding a request for -- I'm

13 sorry, a request for admissions, basically,

14 request for admi t genuineness I'm sorry.

15 Request for admissions.

16 JUDGE STEINBERG: Okay, I think

17 the time for that has long gone.

18

19

MR. CROWELL: Oh.

JUDGE STEINBERG; That's 1.245, I

20 think. I think you got maybe it's not.

21 1. 246. Within 20 days after the time for

22 filing Notice of Appearances expired --

(202) 234·4433

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., NW.
WASHINGTON. D.C 20005·3701 www.nealrgross.com



1 MR. CROWELL: I see. Okay, then I
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2 would say probably, possibly another set of

3 interrogatories or follow-up interrogatories.

4 That's about it.

5 JUDGE STEINBERG: Okay, you know

6 you can calculate the 20 days and when were

7 the notices of appearances due? Well, it

8 doesn't matter. You can all calculate that

9 and ~f it's too late, it's too late.

10

11

MR. CROWELL: Okay.

JUDGE STEINBERG: Let me tell you

12 on discovery, forgetting about the first of

13 interrogatories, which we've already

14 discussed, but if you have disagreements and

15 difficulties, r would expect you to call each

1"6 other up and try to work them out and resolve

17 it to the best of your ability, and I expect

18 the effort to be genuine and not just for the

19 sake of showing that you made a phone call.

20 Only if you absolutely can't agree

21 to something or you can't compromise on

22 something, only in that circumstance do I want

(202) 234·4433

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C 20005·3701 www.nealrgross,oom
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Greg Vass, an Enforcement Analyst in the Enforcement Bureau's Investigations and

Hearings Division, hereby certify that on this 29th day ofJanuary 2009, a true and correct copy of

th~; foregoing document, Enforcement Bureau's Opposition To Request For Leave To Propound

Requests For Admission Of Facts And Genuineness Of Documents, was served via email and first-

class mail, postage prepaid, upon

William F. Crowell
1110 Pleasant Valley Road
Diamond Springs, CA 95619-9221
Email to:retroguybilly@gmail.com

and via email and hand delivery to

Administrative Law Judge Richard L. Sippel
Federal Communications Commission
445 Ith Street, S.W., Suite 1-C768
Washington, D.C. 20054
Email to: Mary.Gosse@fcc.gov


