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Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12" Street, SW

Room TW-A325

Washington, DC 20554

RE:. Appeal & Waiver Request
South Bell Payphones, Inc, (Filer ID# 825294)

Dear Sir or Madam:

| am appealing the decision of USAC in the attached letter dated 12/8/08 and
requesting a waiver of the late filing fees in full or in part.

We thought we had filed our 499-A, it was not until we received the involce for
late filing fee dated 7/22/08 (see attached), that we found out that we had not
filed our report and immediately filed the report. We have always filed our reports
on the due date or withIn a couple of days. We are aware of the due date this was
simply'an oversight on our part.

Our problem is the $400.00 late filing fee. [t Is our understanding that

a late fee of $100.00 will be applicd to each month we are late. We wantto

know where is the invaice for May 1, 2008 for $100.00 late filing fee, where is

the invoice for June 1, 2008 for the $200.00 late filing fee, and where is the invoice
for July 1, 2C08 for the $300.00 late filing fee? The first invoice we have recelved
from USAC was dated 7/22/08 for $400.00. Had we recelved a Invoice in May for
the late filing fees, we would have checked our records then, submitted our report
immediate!y and paid the $100.00 late filing fee as we admit that we did not

file our report on time but it seems as if USAC waited to send us an invoice when
the filing fece was 5400.00. This scems unfair, as we did not intentionally fail to

file our report.

We are a small payphone company. The $400.00 late filing fee is just too much
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for our small payphone company to pay. The payphone industry is a declining
industry due to the cell phone use and most of our payphones barely cover
the cost of the phone bills. We have considered closing our payphone business.

We are asking that you waive the $400.00 late filing fee, as our late filing was
not intentional but an oversight on our part. if you are unable to waive the late
filing fee, then we are requesting that you adjust the fee to $100.00 which is

what it would have been if we had received an invoice one month after the due
date of the report.

If you need any additional information, please call me at 843-397-4284,

Your consideration in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, /

—
arry Scott

Enclosures

cc: USAC
2000 L Street, NJW..
Suite 200
Washinsion, DC 20036




Universal Service AdminBsimtive Company

Administrator’s Decision on Contributor Appeal
By Certified Mail

December 8, 2008

Mr. Larry Scott

President

South Bell Payphones, Inc.
P.0O.Box 827

Conway, SC 29528

Re:  South Bell Payphones, Inc. (Filer ID # 825294)
Letf . of Appeal dated August 15, 2008

P+ .,n M

Dear Mr Se ntt

The Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has completed its evaluation of
the appeal s:bmitied on behalf of South Bell Payphones, Inc. (South Bell), dated

August 15, 2008. The appeal requests that USAC eliminate or reduce the late filing fee
related to South Bell’s 2008 FCC Form 499-A, due April 1, 2008. As discussed in more
detail below, USAC hereby denies South Bell’s appeal.

Decision or Anpeal: Denied.

Federal Communications Commission (FCC or Commission) regulations require
telecommu:: cations carriers to file an'annual FCC Form 499-A. In addition, carriers are
also require | to file quarterly Form 499-Qs, unless they meet the de minimis exemptlon
USAC relic : on projected revenue for the upcoming quarter reported on the Form 499-Q
to bill cont:">utors and relies on the annual Form 499-A. to reconcile billings for the
previous ye-r, as projected on the Form 499 Qs. See generally, 47 CF.R. Part 54.

The Comm:i=sion’s rules state that the Administrator shall assess a monthly remedial
sanction J.f c oumbutor is more than 30 days delmquent in ﬁhng a Form 499 until the

a timely m:: e,

The 2008 Io 1 499-A had a due date of April 1, 2008. USAC records indicate that
. South Bel /" ilcd to file a Form 499-A until July 31, 2008, In addition, USAC records

! See 47 C.F.z‘:. % 54,708, .

2 In the Maiter «f Comprehensive Review of the Universal Service Fund Managenent, Administration, and
Oversight, Ker it and Order, WC Docket No. 05-195, et al., FCC 07-150, 22 FCC Red. 16372, 16375-
16376, 114~ 7Y (Comprekensive Review Order), citing 47 C,F.R. § 54.713.
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South Bell Payphones, Inc,
Decrinber 8, 2008
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indirste that South Bell started filing Form 499s in 2005 and that it timely filed the 2005,
20t 1nd 2007 Form 499-As, clearly illustrating it is aware of the form filing deadline as
beis ;. the first business day in April of each year. Because Sounth Bell’s Form 499-A was
ot : -zeived before the April 1, 2608 due date, a Iate filing fee in the amount of $400.00
as roperly assessed and reflected on South Bell’s July 2008 jnvoice.® USAC wishes to

~advise South Dell that late fees will continue to be assessed on any ugpaid balance.*

Furzr, South Bell’s appeal states, in part, that USAC delayed for four months before
issi g the late filing fee as reflected on its July 2008 invoice. USAC processes Form
49¢- -1d posts related biflings and late fees during the quarter following the due date of
the . . \

£ review indicates that because South Bell’s 2008 Form 499-A was not received
bef .« the April 1, 2008 due date, assessmment of a late filing fee is appropriate and South
Bel'"; appeal is‘hereby denied.

If yor wish tq fucther ap% cal this degision, you may file an appeal with the FCC
iiing appeal§ace avaitable at. ~ e

http:dAwww universalservice.orgffund-administration/contributors/file-apneal

Stz iy,
FATE
cc; ionna Dorsey, FCC Office of Managing Director

+y DeNipro, FCC Fnfoycement Rurcay
S s Harkrader, FCC Enforeement Burean
i o Myers, FCC Wieline Conpetition Bureau

in its role of data collection agent, provides FCC Form 499 information to four funds, the North
n Mumnbering Plan Adiministrator (NANPA), Local Number Portability (LNP), the

munications Reday Service (TRS), and the Universal Service Fund (USF). Each of the four funds
independently and any issues concerning their essessment of 2 late filing fee will need to be

1o the sppropriate fond or to the FCC,

TAC pay and dispule policy at hitp://www.universalservice.org/fimd-

adw i . irationdeontributorsfinderstanding-your-invoice/billing- dispute-procedures,aspx




—

USAC N\

Unhversal Service Adimintsimeive Company
Helping Keep Amevicans Conneered

South Beli Pavphenes, Inc.
Attention: La:: - Scolt

PO Box 827,

Conway, SC, 75328

Address Chanpe? & reverse side for instiuctions.

pm—— 0

Inveice Number: UBDI0O000312771

Filer 499 ID: 825294
Balance Due USAC: $ 400.00

Amount Enclosed:

Mail Payment To:

Universal St;rvice Administrative Company
1259 Paysphere Circle
Chicago, IL 60674

If paying for multiple Filer 499 IDs, please check
here and complete form on back.

Send 12p portion of statentent with payment in enclosed envelope. Keep bottem portion for your recards.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT
Date Descrint on Charges Credits
e . - W e . - ) P L B
Pretion: Bhlahee T TR S s T R 00
07/15/2008  Late Fill. s Fec - 499A - 2008 459A | $40000 |
BALAM CE DUE USAC BY 8/15/2008 $400.00
B e I

Transactions occurring after 07/15/2008 are not reflected on this statement.

The Balance Duc en thes Siaieinent represents your mandatory contributions to universal service support and constitutes & Debt owed to the United States as defined
by 31 U.8,C'§ 3701, the 1 Calleciion Act of 1982 (Pullic Law 97-365), and the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-134), s amended
renls thereto, This Statement constitutes a demand for payment of the Balance Due in nccordance with and pursuant to Federal

5 {47 C.] F R. § [.1911) aud the DCIA. Plense refer to the reverse side of this Siatement for imporiant information and & deseription of

(the DCIA) and any am:.
Communleations Repu!

your legal rights, oblignti:, and epportunities under the DCIA,

.

‘This menth's support meclinistn charges were calculnted using an FCC
contribution factorof © 1 (4000 and the following zvenue dots;

My 2008 4690
[20b
120¢

If the figures do not comressum! i

Ta700.19
32,911.86
nlnet the 499 Data

i your'fccords, plense o
oallection Agent,

Stolement Date Invoice Number Filer 499 1D Dalance Due USAC
Q71212008 UHIRI0000312771 ~ 825294 3 430.00
FO101499Q DATA PAYMENT INFORMATION

Payment must be recelved by 08/15/2008 to avoid late payment charges.

Please remit ACH payments ina CCD+ format 10 ABA #07 1000505,
Aocoum#5590045653:]

Payments must include your Company Name, Filer 499 1D, und Invoice
Number to ensuro iimely posting.
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