
 

 

February 13, 2009 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: Request for Extension of March 2, 2009 Deadline for Submission of FCC Form 477 – 

WT Docket No. 07-38 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

We are writing on behalf of The Wireless Communications Association International, 
Inc., the Wireless Internet Service Providers Association, Inc., COMPTEL and TEXALTEL 
(collectively, the “Associations”) to request that the Commission extend the March 2, 2009 filing 
deadline for FCC Form 477 until thirty (30) days after the newly-revised version of that form 
becomes available for online completion by filers.1  While the Commission is to be commended 
for its efforts to collect more precise data on the deployment of broadband service, under the 
unique circumstances presented here, the Associations believe that the Commission can best 
promote complete and accurate reporting of that data by grant of this brief extension. 
 

The Associations appreciate the importance of the data that is to be collected via the 
filing of FCC Form 477, especially now that Congress is on the verge of passing economic 
stimulus legislation that includes billions of dollars of new funding for deployment of broadband 
service in areas of the country where current service is inadequate, and have crafted this request 
to minimize delay.  The Associations also are cognizant that the substance of the revisions to 
FCC Form 477 were set forth in the 2008 Report and Order in WC Docket No. 07-38, and that 
broadband service providers have been on notice of the data required to complete the new FCC 
Form 477.  However, because the Office of Management and Budget (“OMB”) only recently 
approved the revised FCC Form 477, and because that form is still not available for filers to 
complete online (as is now required), broadband providers face a practical impediment to 
meeting the Commission’s March 2, 2009 filing deadline.  Even with the required data in hand, 
broadband service providers will need time to familiarize themselves with the mechanics of new 
online filing process, absorb the associated changes to how the FCC Form 477 information must 
be submitted electronically, and modify their internal processes as necessary to ensure that the 
new information required by the revised form is entered into the Commission’s database 
accurately.  While the Commission has made screen shots of the new form and instructions 
available, the process of online filing of FCC Form 477 will be new, and issues will no doubt 

                                                 
1 The revisions to FCC Form 477 were necessary to accomplish the Commission’s objective of securing more 
detailed information regarding the state of broadband deployment in the United States.  See Development of 
Nationwide Broadband Data to Evaluate Reasonable and Timely Deployment of Advanced Services to All 
Americans, Improvement of Wireless Broadband Subscribership Data, and Development of Data on Interconnected 
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP Subscribership), Report and Order, 23 FCC Rcd 9691 (2008).  The actual filing 
deadline is March 1, 2009, which falls on a Sunday.  Hence, the revised Form 477 would be due on the next 
business day, March 2. 
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arise once broadband service providers can start completing the form online.  Not affording 
broadband service providers adequate time to gain experience with the online filing process can 
only exacerbate the risk that inadvertent errors will be made during the filing process.   

 
The need for a brief extension should not be surprising – as OMB noted in its approval of 

the expanded data collection initiative, “[d]ue to significant changes and increased burden from 
the proposed revisions, [the] FCC should be flexible with and assist respondents who may have 
difficulty in submitting information in the new format.”2  A grant of the Associations’ request 
will minimize the risk that material errors will occur during the filing process and thereby afford 
the Commission more comfort that the new broadband deployment information on file is as 
complete and accurate as can be reasonably expected.  And, the Commission will achieve that 
objective without unduly delaying its collection of the new Form 477 information – a grant of the 
limited extension requested by the Associations will effectively postpone the March 2 filing 
deadline for less than 30 days (and perhaps for as little as two to three weeks), assuming that the 
online filing is activated reasonably soon.  That brief delay pales in comparison to the time the 
Commission staff will otherwise have to spend contacting and coordinating with filers to secure 
corrections when patently erroneous data is identified.  In short, a brief delay now will likely 
yield reliable data more quickly than if no extension is granted. 

 
Accordingly, for the reasons set forth above, the Associations request that the 

Commission extend the March 2 filing deadline for the revised FCC Form 477 to the date 30 
days after the revised form becomes available for completion on the Commission’s website.  
Should you have any questions regarding this submission, please contact the undersigned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Paul J. Sinderbrand 
 
Paul J. Sinderbrand 
Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLP 
2300 N Street, NW 
Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.783.4141 
 
Counsel for the Wireless Communications 
Association International, Inc. 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 Notice of Office of Management and Budget Action, ICR Ref. No. 200807-3060-004, OMB Control No. 3060-
0816 (Jan. 30, 2008). 
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/s/ Stephen E. Coran 
 
Stephen E. Coran 
Rini Coran, PC 
615 L Street, N.W.  
Suite 1325 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202.463.4310 
 
Counsel for the Wireless Internet  
Service Providers Association 
 
 
 
/s/ Mary Albert 
 
Mary Albert  
Assistant General Counsel 
COMPTEL 
900 17th St. NW 
Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20006 
202.296.6650 
 
 
 
/s/ Charles Land 
 
Charles Land 
Executive Director 
TEXALTEL 
500 N. Capital of Texas Hwy 
Bldg 8, Suite 250 
Austin, Texas 78746 
512.320.0430 
 

 
cc:   Scott Deutchman 
 Scott Bergmann 
 Nicholas G. Alexander 

Julie Veach 
 Kirk Burgee 
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 Donald Stockdale 
 Roger Wook 
 Jennifer McKee 
 Randy Clarke 

 


