
 

 

 

 

February 17, 2009 

EX PARTE PRESENTATION 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 

Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20554 

Re: Embarq Corp., Transferor, and CenturyTel, Inc., Transferee, Applications for Transfer 

of Control of Authorizations Under Sections 214 and 310(b) of the Communications 

Act, as Amended, WC Docket No. 08-238 

Developing a Unified Intercarrier Compensation Regime, WC Docket  

No. 01-92; Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45; 

High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337. 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On February 16, 2009, David Zesiger and David Bartlett from Embarq and John Jones from 

CenturyTel met with Scott Bergmann, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein to discuss the 

above captioned matters.   

Embarq and CenturyTel described the proposed merger of Embarq and CenturyTel.  They 

outlined the many public interest benefits realized by bringing together these independent telephone 

companies.  These include creating a stronger service provider, with greater ability to invest in network, a 

enabling greater fiber backbone competition, promoting consumer choices and new services, including 

more advanced services and IPTV, improving back office systems for interconnectors, and increasing 

efficiencies.   

They explained how the transaction poses no harms to competition.  Embarq and CenturyTel do 

not compete against one another, they serve very few adjacent markets, and they have only minimal 

CLEC overlaps.  They noted that the Federal Trade Commission has already granted early termination of 

its antitrust review under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act.  Accordingly, they encouraged prompt Commission 

review and approval of the application.   

Embarq and CenturyTel also spoke briefly on intercarrier compensation and universal service 

reform.  The emphasized the importance of comprehensive reform for mid-sized local exchange carriers.  

Their remarks were consistent with the companies’ comments previously filed in these dockets.   

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206, please include this ex parte filing in the above-referenced 

dockets. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John E. Benedict 

cc: Scott Bergmann 

John E. Benedict 

Director 

Federal Regulatory Affairs 

701 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Suite 820 

Washington, DC  20004 

 

Voice: (202) 393-1516 
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