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March 3, 2009 
 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington DC 20554 
 
Re:   Notice of Ex Parte Communication 

MB Docket No. 09-17
 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On Monday, March 2, 2009, Jane E. Mago and Jerianne Timmerman of the National 
Association of Broadcasters (NAB) met with Commissioner Robert McDowell and 
Rosemary Harold to discuss certain proposals concerning implementation of the DTV 
Delay Act.   

 
The broadcaster representatives urged Commissioner McDowell to support the 
Commission’s sua sponte issuance of a public notice rescinding the instruction to 
television stations to restart the 100-day countdown requirement on March 4. They 
explained that restarting the countdown clock so soon would decrease its 
effectiveness in prompting viewer action. Requiring all stations to restart the DTV 
countdown clock on March 4 would also confuse consumers in light of the fact that 
hundreds of stations have already transitioned. Instead, the Commission should first 
gather information from commenters in this proceeding and decide then how best to 
accomplish the Commission’s goal of viewer education regarding the June 12 shutoff 
date.  

 
Ms. Mago and Ms. Timmerman also suggested that the Commission should not 
require broadcasters to include station-specific information in the 30 minute DTV 
instructional program required as part of the education effort. They explained that if 
stations were required to edit the 30 minute program to fit station-specific issues, there 
would be difficulties transmitting captions with the program.  
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Ms. Mago and Ms. Timmerman further asked the Commission to not require stations 
that elect to turn off their analog signal before June 12 to air 60 days of on-air viewer 
notifications. Noting that NAB would provide further information in written comments, 
they argued that a 30-day viewer notification requirement, consistent with the Third 
DTV Periodic Report and Order, would be sufficient and would properly balance the 
interests of viewers in being prepared for the transition with those of avoiding 
annoyance from over-saturated messaging. Finally, they urged the Commission to be 
open to waiver requests from individual stations that may need flexibility in ceasing 
their analog transmissions prior to June 12.           
 
Please direct any questions to the undersigned.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Jane. E. Mago 
Executive Vice President and General Counsel 
Legal and Regulatory Affairs 
 
 
 
 
cc: The Honorable Robert M. McDowell 
 Rosemary Harold 
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