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Or fax your request to have your fax number removed from the NFIB database to:
1·800-498-7366
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If you' would prefer that NFIB not contaot you via fax, please contact:
NFIB
Haloyon Summit Drive
Montgomery, AL 36111
334-264-2261

1650 Halcyon Summit Drive, Suite 115 - Montgomery, AL 36117
Phone' (334) 264-2261 - Fax (334) 262-7461
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Date: /IJ/2t.M 8' ~ I
TO: Cnnart-. If~ I?f. :Me. ~

r~ FAX: 'iff.l, -1{('l-d,,;J .3 .;c. r\1

FROM: Rosemary Elebash, State Director
NFIB/Alabama
Rosemary.elebash@nflb,org I
Diane Finch, Administrative AssistaQi...
Dlane.flnoh@nflb.org I
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The Honorllble Kevin J. Martin. Chairman
(Iederal C()mmunieation~ Commission
445 1i" Street, SW
W!l(lhington. D.C. 20554

Deal' Chairmlln Martin:

NFIB/Alllblima members have contacted me eonceming recent news accounts that the
Commi~~ion plan~ to consider a comprehensive proposal to reform tbe intercalTier compensation
regime and universal service lund at the November 4111 Agenda meeting. It is our understanding from
news ~tories that the proposal would make sweeping changes to intercarrier compensation and
universal service. Small busine.qs believes that the Conuoission needs to ensure that these proposed
changes he thoroughly examined to ensure that small businesses are not adversely impacted by
increa~ed telephone rates or slowed broadband deployment especially in rural states such as Alabama..

We are very concerned that this proposal comes at II time when our count!')' is undergoing a
serious economic crisis. SlOan businesses, like the rest ofAmerica, are struggling right now, and we
believe that the FCC should not be nlshing to make signi 11cant changes in telecommunications
services. The last thing small businesses want or need 10 worry about is the potential for
,Ielccommunlcations problems caused by significantly higher rates, stifled telecommunications
Investment and stymied economic growth in Main Street rural America. Main Street provides the
mnjorlly of the jobs in America and 97.3 percent of businesses in Alabama are small busine~ses.

NFIBIAlabama members are also deeply troubled by the fact that the Commission has not
released the full proposal for public review and eon:unent. The taxpaying publlc deserves the
opportunity to provide fully inlbrrncd comments, and the Commissioll stands to benefit rrom
understanding the impacts on all parties, consumers and small businesses, interested in this potentially
sweeping decision. Only with a fully developed record can Ihe Commission make an educated
decision Ihat truly serves the public interest.

National Federation of Independent Business - Alabama
7550 Halcyon Summit Drive, SUite 115 • Montgomery, AL 361'11 • 334-264-::1261 • 334-262-7451 • rosemary.slebash@nflb,org
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The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Oc.tobet 24, 2008
p"getwo

Instead ofhll8tHy moving ahead with this proposal, the Commission should act deliberately and
cautiously to enSUre that any changes in telecommunications services don't fatl OJ) the shoulders of
'small businesses and preserve services to rural partS of the country. We respcetfully request that you
not vote for this lntcrcarrier compensation order in its present fonn until more steps have been taken to
vet thoroughly the full ramifications for small businesses, ratepayers, Investment, and econolnie
development especially in \'Ul'al towns. Therefore we urge the Commission to put the full proposal on
record and seek public comment. We appreciate your consideration on this importunt matter alld look
forward to hearing your response.

Sincerely,

~~~
NFIBIAlabama State Director

cc: U.S. Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senator Jeff Sessions
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonatban S. Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tatc
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell


