-l

.

UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND REFORM COMPREHENSIVE INTERCARRIER
COMPENSATION

COMMENTS ON COMPREHENSIVE INTERCARRIER COMPENSATION AND

UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND REFORM FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED |
RULEMAKING - COPY FORWARDED TO SECRETARIES OFFICE E

CC Docket Nos. 96-45, 96-98, 99-68, 99-200, 01-92, /LED/ACCE

WC Docket Nos. 03-109, 04-36, 05-337, 06-122 PTE

hitp://braunfoss.fec. gov/edoes public/attachmatch/DA-08-2486A1.pdf

BB 11 2099

derajcamm
L]

Officg of mc:ggg; Ohﬂlynmlssmn




DCT—%B—EEBS a4:a94 PM GERALD R ESSER

SR82225801=
¢ NFIB
Tl Sases o ol Iy e
Wisconsin
FAX Memorandum
Tos Commissioner Robert McDowell
Federal Communications Commission
866/418-0232
From: Bill G. Smith, State Director
Fax: 608/255-4909
Date: October 28, 2008
Re: NFIB Letter

You should receive 3 page(s), ineluding this cover sheet,
. 1f yow-do not receive all the pages, please call 608/255-6083.

Message:

Ploase see attached letter.

Thank you,

National Federation of Independsnt Busingss ~ WISCONSIN
10 Enst Doty Street, Sults 519 ¢ Madison, W1 3703 ¢ 608-255-6083 ¢ Fax 605-258-4900 + www.nfib.com/Wi
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October 28, 2008

" The Honorable Kevin J. Martin, Chairman
: F=d=m1 Communications Commission

. 445 12" Street, SW

. Washington, D.C. 20554

~ Dear Chairman Martin!

. We have recently heard news accounts that the Commission plans to consider a comprehenswe
propogal to reform the intercarrier compensation regime and universal service fund at the November 4t

. Agenda meeting, It i our understanding from news stories and staff briefings that the proposal would
. make sweeping changes to intercarrier comnpensation and universal service which in many instances

will raise subscribers’ telephone rates and hinder broadband deployment for small businesses.

The timing of this proposed order conld not have come at worse time. The country is

. undergoing & serious financial ¢tisis which is affecting every facet of our nation’s economy. To
- advance such & monumenta! reform for telecommunications services at this time ignores the hardships
+ small businesses are experiencing today it a struggling economy. The last thing small businesses want

ot heed i3 a telecommunications crisis cauged by higher rates, stifled telecommunications investment

and stymied economic growth in Main Street rural America.

We are also deeply troubled by the faot that the Commission has not released the full proposal
for public review and comment, The public deserves the oppottunity to provide fully informed
comments, and the Commission stands to benefit from understanding the Impacts on all parties
interested in its potentially sweeping decision. Only with a fully developed record can the
Commission make an educated declsion that truly serves the public interest.

-= continued

Natlonal Federation of Indapendent Business — Wisconsin
10 Enat Doty Street, Suits 519 & Madison, WI 53703 ¢ 608/2%5-6083 ¢ Fax 608/255-4909 & www.hfib,com/W]
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The Honoreble Kevin J. Martin, Chairman
QOctober 28, 2008

Page Two

Instead of hastily moving ahead with this proposal, we should act deliberately and cautiously to
develop a mote balanced approach on intercatr

fer compensation and universal serviee reform which
would minimizs the impact on businesses an

d ratepayers while preserving telecommunications
' investment rural parts of the country. We respectfully tequest that you not vote for this intereartier

_compensation order in its present form umtil more steps have been taken to vet thoroughly the full

' ramifications for emall businesses, ratepayers, investment, and economie development. Therefore we

_urge the Comemission to put the full proposal on record and seek public comment. We appreciate your
consideration on this important matter and look forward to hearing your response,

Sincerely,

Bill G. Smith
State Director

. got  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
: Commissioner Jonathan S, Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
/ Commissioner Robert M. MeDowell
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