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Preparation for ITU Radiocommunication Conferences

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
PRELIMINARY VIEWS ON WRC-11

AGENDA ITEM 1.9: to revise frequencies and channeling arrangements of Appendix 17 to the
Radio Regulations, in accordance with Resolution 351 (Rev. WRC-07), in order to implement
new digital technologies for the maritime mobile service.

ISSUES: Appendix 17 outlines the frequencies and channelling arrangements in the high-
frequency bands for the maritime mobile service (MMS). During WRC-03, changes to
Appendix 17 allowed for the use of digital technology on a no-protection, non-interference basis
in certain bands (footnote “p”).

WRC-07 modified Resolution 351 (Rev. WRC-07) to invite WRC-11 to consider necessary
changes to Appendix 17 to implement the use of new technology by the MMS with a view to
promote efficiency. To this end, the ITU-R tasks are to finalize studies:
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the Global Maritime Distress Safety System (GMDSS). This experience has demonstrated that,
the communication protocols of the HF data service by the ITU and IMO will need to review
communication protocols of the HF data service before completely removing the NBDP
requirement from GMDSS. HF NBDP remains useful for distress communications in the Polar
Regions (sea area A4) where other terrestrial means of communication are _ less reliable,

—_ T

Appendix 15.
Amendments to RR Appendix 17 may also have consequential impact to RR Appendix 25.

U.S. VIEW: If studies under Resolution 351 (WRC-07) show that new digital technologies
protect existing distress and safety frequencies, and take into account the commercial
communication aspect of the HF band use, the United States supports the revision of RR
Appendix 17 to accommodate new digital technologies for the maritime mabile service.

- {Deleted: will

- { Deleted: Additionally,

- { Deleted: no longer

_ _ — 7| Deleted: and there is no coverage from
N geostationary satellites.

‘[ Deleted: is possible

)
|
)




