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Comcast Cable Communications, LLC (Comcast) opposes NFL Enterprises LLC (NFL)
deposition notices that were served on March 11, 2009, for deposing “high-ranking executives,”
to wit: Messrs. Brian L. Roberts, Stephen B. Burke and Madison Bond. See Defendant’s
Motion Opposing the Taking of Depositions filed March 17, 2009; Enterprises’ Opposition filed
March 19, 2009; Defendant’s Reply filed March 19, 2009; and Enterprises’ Surreply filed March
20, 2009.

Comcast asserts that these three deponents are Comcast executives who were already
deposed in the New York state court case concerning NFL/Comcast carriage contracts, and that
the ground rules for deposing have always provided NFL “broad range to question about FCC
issues.” Suggesting at least a whiff of harassment, Comcast would now have NFL barred from
deposing the three executives, or at least be limited only to asking deposition questions that were
not covered before in a New York deposition. For its part, NFL denies any harassment, promises
not to revisit topics previously covered, and will not use documents for questions that were used
in New York depositions.

From the parties recitals, it appears that the New York court imposed an order by bench
ruling that excludes from New York depositions any subjects relating solely to this FCC
proceeding. The possibility of some overlap was always recognized. Depositions of the
Comcast executives were taken in the New York action and as expected, overlapped New York
issues and FCC issues. Comcast asserts that NFL counsel violated in bad faith the New York
court’s limitation mandate while deposing the three executives in the New York actions. NFL
asserts otherwise, thus leaving the present “stand-off” to be untangled.

Rulings

Having considered all pleadings filed on the Defendant’s Motion, the following rulings
are made and conditions set:

1. Depositions of Messrs. Roberts, Burke and Bond shall take place as soon as
prac:ticablel only on issues under the HDO (as corrected), i.e., matters that are

! Dates must be agreed to and an agreed upon schedule reflecting dates and times shall be forwarded to the Presiding
Judge by or before 12 noon on March 23, 2009.



relevant to this FCC proceeding.

2. Depositions on reasoneble notice which has already been provided, shall be

limited to 12 hours total (hours per witness to be allocated by NFL), and the clock
stops and restarts for requested breaks.

3. There shall be no repetitive questioning on matters previously questioned and
answered by a deponent in New York depositions.

4. The agreed deposition of Mr. Paul Tagliabue, former NFL. Commissioner, shall
proceed as scheduled, to be taken by Comcast on March 31, 2009, unless there is
a change of schedule by agreement of the parties.’

SO ORDERED.
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION®*

il o,k

Richard L. Sippel
Chief Administrative Law Judge

2 NFL asserts in pleadings that it already “has provided Comcast with its statement as to what it views as the
contours of these depositions.” NFL shall provide that statement to the Presiding Judge forthwith by e-mail, unless
there are factors of privilege.

3 There shall be no tif for ta depositions under any circumstance. There must be a stated or self-evident need for a
deposition, and the deposition must be needed to prepare for trial. Counsel should be mindful of these depositions
possibly being received as substantive evidence without a live witness being called solely in the interest of

- expediting.

# Courtesy copies of these rulings are provided to counsel by email on date of the Order's issuance



