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Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On May 7, 2009, Susanne Guyer and Mike Glover of Verizon met with Commissioner McDowell 
to discuss its forbearance petitions. 

 
First, Verizon emphasized the importance of considering wireless competition in the forbearance 

analysis.  Verizon also emphasized that several prior Commission orders considered wireless cut-the-cord 
competition, and that nothing has changed that would support the exclusion of wireless competition from 
the Commission’s analysis in the above-captioned proceedings.   

 
Indeed, the CDC yesterday released its latest figures on the number of households that have cut 

the cord and are wireless only.  According to the CDC, that figure topped 20 percent for the first time in 
the second half of 2008, and the rate of growth in the number of households that have cut the cord 
accelerated to its highest level yet during that same period.   

 
Finally, Verizon discussed the need for a consistent/predictable standard or test under which 

unbundling obligations can be reduced.  The Act’s unbundling requirements were imposed as a transition 
mechanism until it is possible for facilities based entry to occur.  Where that objective has been achieved, 
and where facilities based competition is firmly established as it is in the areas at issue here, there has to 
be some mechanism to remove those requirements.  

 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
cc: Nick Alexander 
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