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Level 3 Petition regarding “Inserted CLECS” and Toll Free 
Origination Services

• IXCs (such as Level 3, Excel, DeltaCom) complain that they are being invoiced 
greater amounts by some CLECs providing Toll Free Origination Services (i.e., 
switched access services) for 8YY traffic than what the IXCs would pay if the 
services were provided by the applicable ILEC

• This is a narrow but important issue

• Inflated CLEC access charges are contrary to the Seventh Order and Eighth 
Order and to the FCC’s benchmark (47 C.F.R. §61.26(f))

• Inflated CLEC access charges hinder, rather than promote, competition in the 
switched access market

• FCC easily can address this narrow issue now by clarifying that the benchmark 
on switched access rates is a hard benchmark

• Such a clarification does not affect overall intercarrier compensation reform

• FCC does not have to address pre-emption issue

• FCC does not have to address revenue share arrangements if it clarifies that 
CLECs must comply with the FCC’s hard benchmark
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