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l. Summary

The State of Maryland (“Maryland”), the District of Columbia (“District™), Prince
George’s County, Maryland (“Prince George’s”), and Regional Planning Committee
Twenty (“Region 20”), known collectively as the Parties to this Statement for the Record
(“Parties™), have reached an administrative consensus relative to the Waiver filed with
the Federal Communications Commission (“Commission”) styled as “Request of the
District of Columbia for Waiver of the Commission’s Rules to Enable Prompt and
Efficient Deployment of a Public Safety Interoperable Broadband Network in the 700

MHz Band™™.

! See Filing of the District of Columbia relative to Dockets WT 06-150 and PS 06-229 on June 26, 2009
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The Parties agree to work cooperatively to facilitate continued operation of the
District’s Regional Wireless Broadband Network (“RWBN”) in the 700 MHz
narrowband voice spectrum of 769-775 and 799-805 MHz spectrum through and no later
than February 21, 2010 pursuant to the Special Temporary Authority (“STA”) 2 issued by
the Commission. Further, the Parties agree that the District will not seek from the
Commission an extension of the STA to operate in the 700 MHz narrowband voice
spectrum or seek any other waiver or request for authority of any kind to operate the
RWBN in the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum after February 21, 2010. If the
District has not been authorized by the Commission to operate the RWBN in spectrum
other than the 700 MHz narrowband voice band by February 21, 2010, the District will
cease RWBN operations in the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum by taking the
RWBN off of the air.

Notwithstanding the statements above, Maryland, Prince George’s, and Region 20
do not oppose the Waiver request of the District as related to operation in the broadband
763-768 and 793-798 MHz spectrum.

Standing of the Parties

The Commission has issued to the District a STA to operate in the 700 MHz
narrowband voice spectrum®. Maryland borders all parts of the District north of the
Potomac River and has been issued a statewide 700 MHz geographic license* as well as

license to operate on low-power’ 700 MHz frequencies®. Prince George’s County

2 See Request by National Capital Region for Special Temporary Authority to Operate a Broadband Network in the
700 MHz Public Safety Band, Order, 22 FCC Rcd 20912 { 6 (PSHSB, rel. Nov. 29, 2007) (citation omitted). The
STAs were assigned Call Signs WQHY489 and WQHY490.
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* See WPTZ805
> See 47 CFR §90.531(b)(3)
® See WQJU874



borders the eastern and part of the northern portion of the District and is licensed to
operate in the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum’. Region 20 administers the 700
MHz Plan® approved by the Commission® for the District, Maryland, and the northern
counties of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Consensus of the Parties

The Parties recognize and believe that the RWBN offers value to the nation as a
living laboratory in the development of wireless broadband operations in the 700 MHz
frequency band. The Parties also agree that it is equally important for Maryland, Prince
George’s, and other Region 20 licensees to have interference free operations in the 700
MHz narrowband voice spectrum. In recognition of these findings, the Parties agree that
the District will end all RWBN operations in the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum
no later than February 21, 2010.

Continued operation of the RWBN in the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum
has the greatest immediate impact upon Prince George’s as the County is on the verge of
implementing its new P25 digital trunked radio system that will operate in the 700 MHz
frequency band pursuant to the licenses issued by the Commission®. Prince George’s
and the District have met and will attempt to operate both the RWBN as well as the
County’s 700 MHz system through February 21, 2010. Notwithstanding this plan to
jointly use the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum where the authorized frequencies of
the District and Prince George’s overlap, the Parties specifically acknowledge that Prince

George’s reserves and retains all rights to exercise its rights to any regulatory protections

7 See WQJS917, WQJS918, WQJU812, and WQJU814
8 See 47 CFR § 90.527
% See DA 08-1730
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to which it is entitled by the rules of the Commission. Further, nothing in this Statement
for the Record is intended to delay or defer the right of Prince George’s to begin using
their licensed 700 MHz frequencies immediately with the RWBN accepting any
interference which may be generated from the Prince George’s 700 MHz system.

Maryland is actively pursuing a public procurement process to acquire a statewide
700 MHz digital trunked P25 radio system. Like Prince George’s, Maryland requires
unfettered access to its 700 MHz narrowband voice channels no later than February 21,
2010. Maryland also reserves and retains its rights to exercise any regulatory protections
to which it is entitled by the rules of the Commission. Nothing in this Statement for the
Record is intended to delay or defer the right of Maryland to begin using their licensed
700 MHz frequencies immediately with the RWBN accepting any interference which
may be generated from the Maryland 700 MHz system.

The Parties also acknowledge that this Statement for the Record in no way is
intended to restrict the normal flow of processing Region 20 applications for new 700
MHz licenses either at the Region 20 level or at the Commission. The Parties also
recognize that the RWBN, while operating in the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum,
operates on a secondary™ basis to licensees authorized by the Commission to operate in
the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum. If at any time prior to February 21, 2010, a
700 MHz licensee receiving unacceptable interference may petition the Commission to
revoke the STA of the District to operate in the 700 MHz narrowband voice spectrum.

IV.  Dissolution of Consensus
In the event that the District changes administrative leadership with responsibility

for the management and operation of the RWBN and if that new leadership seeks a

11 See 47 CFR § 90.7



/sl

/sl

/sl

/sl

change in the date in which the RWBN may operate beyond February 21, 2010,
Maryland, Prince George’s, and Region 20 oppose any STA extensions and asks the
Commission to terminate the RWBN’s STA on or before February 21, 2010.
Conclusion

The Parties have reached this administrative consensus voluntarily in an effort to
support the public’s interest in effective and reliable public safety communications. The
Parties urge the Commission to support the efforts of the District by permitting the
rebanding of the RWBN into spectrum outside of the 700 MHz narrowband voice

channels on or before February 21, 2010.

Gregory Urban, Deputy Chief Technology Officer, State of Maryland Department of
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