
 

 
 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
 July 14, 2009 
 
Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation (GN Docket 09-51) 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch,  
 
This letter is to advise you, in accordance with Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules, that 
on Monday July 13, 2009, Derek Turner of Free Press spoke with Tamara Lipper-Smith of the 
Office of Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis. Mrs. Smith called Mr. Turner to solicit input 
on the issues that consumer advocates would like to see addressed in the National Broadband 
Plan Staff Workshop No. 17, currently listed as “Best Practices/Big Ideas.” Mr. Turner outlined 
the following (non-comprehensive) issue areas that Free Press and other consumer advocates 
would like to see addressed in these workshops: 
 

1) Competition -- Establishing methods for meaningfully measuring broadband 
competition, and what polices should be put in place by the Commission when 
competition is found to be lacking. 

 
2) Competition -- Assessing broadband competition from the point of view of the 

consumer, and other general consumer welfare issues.   
 
3) Looking back before looking forward -- The National Broadband Plan should account 

for the impact of past and current policies.  
 
4) Affordability 
 
5) Computer ownership & education 
 
6) Internet architecture and innovation 
 
7) Overhauling USF for the Broadband era 
 
8) Broadband vs. the Internet 
 
9) Broadband and Participatory Media 
 
10) Peering and Backbone issues (market analysis perspective) 



 

 
11) Middle mile infrastructure issues (market analysis perspective) 
 
12) Opportunistic spectrum sharing 
 
13) Asymmetric and Indirect Competition Policy (e.g. how the voice/cable TV market 

drives broadband deployment) 
 
 
Each of these topic areas was addressed in our June 8th comments in this proceeding. 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/ 
Derek Turner, Research Director 
Free Press, Washington Office 
dturner@freepress.net 


