
 July 3, 2009

 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC  20554

 

Re: A National Broadband Plan for Our Future, GN Docket No. 09-51

 

Dear Ms. Dortch,

An open and accessible Internet is essential to America's future. It will 

help revitalize our economy, improve our education and health care, engage 

millions more people in our democracy and give new meaning to freedom of 

speech.

 

The fact that Skype's iPhone app won't work on AT&T's 3G network violates the 

spirit of wireless Net Neutrality. Also, exclusive deals or lock-ins where 

you only have the choice of what phone to get but are coerced to use a 

specific carrier's service are wrong.

 

If I want to be able to use an iPhone 3GS with Verizon, Sprint or AT&T I 

should. Interestingly, Verizon supports the exclusivity as do other carriers 

must Verizon provides a much more reliable service than most other major 

carriers and competes on the merits of its service. If I similarly want a 

Palm Pre I should be able to use it with Verizon, T-Mobile or even AT&T but 

it is restricted currently to Sprint. Land-line based cordless and wireline 

phones don't restrict you to a specific service so why is that the case with 

cellular phones? A few years back new rules requiring consumers to be able to 

keep their number when switching cellular phone carriers was passed and was 

good for the consumer now we need more protections. We need better and more 

choices.

 

The fact that AT&T also blocks the Sling Player app on its 3G network (like 

Skype which is restricted to Wifi because it competes with AT&T) but allows 

the MLB At Bat app shows that it is privileging certain apps. We also need to 

end the unfair early termination fee policies that make it harder for 

consumers to ditch lousy carriers for better service or force the carrier to 

make the early termination fees cheaper and more reasonable that if a 

consumer does pay an early termination fee it won't be too expensive. Apple's 



blocking the Google Voice app also from their App Store is also a wireless 

Net Neutrality concern.

 

In crafting the national broadband plan, the Federal Communications 

Commission must protect Internet users from corporate gatekeepers who seek to 

keep prices high and speeds slow, limit access to content and stifle 

innovation and market choice. Net Neutrality must be a basic and enforceable 

rule of the Internet. The plan must also ensure that every American -- 

regardless of race, income or location -- can connect to broadband at prices 

everyone can afford.

 

Allowing powerful corporate interests to dictate the future of modern 

communications is a mistake that cannot be repeated. Our nation's health in 

the 21st century requires that the FCC puts a people-powered Internet first.

 

 

 


