
To: Office of the Secretary

 

Comments of  CHRISTIAN MCLAUGHLIN

I am from station WLRI-LP in GAP, PENNSYLVANIA

&#8232;I am writing to ask the FCC to consider LPFM stations signals in assigning 307b preferences

to full power FM broadcasters applying to change their community of license.

 

Our station has faced serious levels of encroachment since we went on the air. To the point that we

had to relocate our transmitter facility just to reach what the commission defines as our "Service

Contour."  For the most part WLRI-LP has only covered about a mile before our signal faded out and

was replaced by that of stations close to 80 miles away. It's hard enough to get support from locals

who realise the potential of a LPFM station in our community. Let alone the fact that it only can serve

about a mile in most of our coverage area. A mile is not what we signed up for. We are in a 100 watt

class and should be reaching no less then a 3.5 mile radius. There have been numerous

professionals who have studied our station and released comments to that tune for years. We

providee a 24 hour local information service. Now that the only "neighborhood" newspapers are gone,

we are all our towns have. Essentially we are sitting ducks with the way some of the rules are. Surely

if we can provide a free service, not for profit with the desire to service a 3.5 mile area of our country,

some of these for profit stations can afford for some exceptions. Please consider not only this

comment, but the others that reflect our same, valid point.

 

458 low power radio stations have faced encroachment since January 17, 2007, when the FCC

changed the process for full power stations to change their community of license from a major

modification to a minor modification. In some of the most extreme cases, LPFM stations have been

saved from discontinuing their operations through the use of Special Temporary Authorities, allowing

these stations to exist in a limbo until the Commission decides on a more permanent resolution.

However, in the more common scenario, the main signal area—already small due to the low power of

LPFM stations—are significantly degraded due to these move-ins.&#8232;&#8232;

 

Comments in this Rural Radio proceeding detail how full power stations are able to change their

community of license based on a preference given to stations providing either a first or second local

transmission service to their new community of license. In other words, they are given a preference to

move based on the idea that a community that doesn't have their own radio station would be better

served if a commercial station were based there. Meanwhile, the fact that the vast majority of these

stations do not even maintain studios within their communities of license indicates that these moves

are motivated by the desire to serve an adjacent urban community, not the local community of

license. &#8232;&#8232;

 

As a representative of an LPFM station, I believe it is unfair that the existence of an LPFM signal is



not even considered in determining whether the move will be granted. Unfortunately, the

Commission's new streamlined procedure has eliminated the opportunity for public scrutiny in the

application for a change in community of license.  These moves are justified by being a unique

service to a community, but in reality, they cause significant harm to small communities’ only

accessible broadcasting outlet, their low power radio stations.

 

&#8232;&#8232;I am writing the Commission to ask that changes to communities of license are only

approved after an evaluation of the effect of the move on LPFM stations. If the move is found to

disturb an LPFM's broadcast, the change should only be allowed pending an evaluation of the public

interest.&#8232;&#8232;Thank you for your concern for this issue, which in many cases is a matter of

life and death for LPFM stations around the country.

 

Respectfully submitted, &#8232;&#8232;

 

Signed

 

CHRISTIAN MCLAUGHLIN, WLRI-LP 93FM


