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AUG 122009Dear Senator Robert Byrd,

Iilderal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

I live in Nitro, WV and a member of the Communications Workers of
America. I have worked for Verizon for 10 years. But, at this time, I am
very concerned about the proposed VerioniFrontier buyout and am asking
for your help to protect our jobs in West Virginia.

I am worried about my job. No matter what Verizon and Frontier may say
companies that are facing high debt and bad economic times often cut
expenses by reducing jobs. In these difficult economic times, I do not want
to face unemployment or welfare. I am a single mother of three children
ages 18, 12 and 4. I have been very fortunate and thankful for having this
job. The pay and the benefits have helped me tremendously with the care of
my children. I am currently working two jobs now to help with my
mortgage, health and school bills. I don't necessarily enjoy being away
from my kids so much but I have to provide a home, food and clothing and
with this job 1am able to do that It scares me on several different levels:
my kids see me now working and trying to get out of debt I don't believe in
bankruptcy I have a II made them I will pay them' motto, I want my kids to
see a responsibility in oUr actions and thank God my kids are healthy and
have insurance now but there aren't a lot ofjobs that offer insurance..

In addition, I know that it is important to my community to have increased
access to high speed internet. Right now, my fellow employees and I are
proud to deliver quality services and skills that benefit the residents ofour
great state. We want to keep being able to do so. Ifthis tax subsidized sale
goes through, I am afraid that quality jobs and investment in high speed fiber
needed throughout West Virginia may suffer.

We in CWA are asking you to introduce legislation that will close the tax
loophole (kriown as the Reverse Morris Trust). We should be encouraging
investment in infrastructure, not speculative paper transactions that could put
workers at risk. The people of West Virginia need your support!

Thank you so much for your time and consideration in this very troubling
Issue.
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Dear Senator Byrd,
Federal Communications Commission

Office of the Secretary
·My name is John Travis Orders, and I live in Charleston, WV. I am employed by
Verizon, and am a proud member of the Communication Workers of America local 2001.
I have a growing concern with the proposed sale of Verizon's wireline services to
Frontier Communications. I am writing to you to ask for you to help protect our jobs, the
economy of the community, and the integrity of the state's communication infrastructure.

My concern for my job, and the quality of it, SIems from the fact thaI prior sales of
Verizons land lines (Fairpoint) generally seem to go bad for the spin off. As an employee
I fear I will be seeing a dramatic reduction in not only pay. but benefits. My wife draws
ssm due to having had several debilitating surgeries to remove a tumor in her lower
spinal cord. Pr.ior to her surgeries she was employed by AT&T, and later the Post Office.
Since then AT&T has removed it customer sales and service office from WV, shipping
its work overseas. The USPS position at the Rec Center is being shut down in October. I
am now the sOlll provider of benefits for my wife and three daughters. We live paycheck
10 paycheck, and any reduction of money or benefits will have a detrimental impact on
us. Because of her spinal condition, my wife has to have annualMRI's, ad checkups in
Charlottesville.. Va. My kids all need their checkups, dentist appointments, eye doctor
visils elC. There is no possibility I could afford to pay for these things without the
benefits that my position grants me.

My concern for the local economy is obvious. With the people who live in WV making
significantly less money, the impact is across the board. Not only will there be less
money flowing in the region, but the employees here have built their lives around what
they make here with their career at Verizon. NOT Frontier. People live up to their
means, loans for homes, cars, and who knows what else will be forced into default.
Medical bills will be defaulted on, and more children will be forced onto pUblic
assistance for benefits. Which will further aggravate an already declining way of life in
the valley.

Last but not least is the concern for our states communications infrastructure. I am proud
to work for Ve,rizon. We provide outstanding services to our customers at reasonable
rates. When there is a problem on the line, it is Verizon technicians that fix it. When
there is a question on your bill, it is Verizon representatives that help our customers
figure it out. J fear that the acquisition by Frontier will see a marked increase in the price
of the services we enjoy now. I also fear for the future of the states graduation from
copper line services, to fiber optic services. Verizon has a clear plan to wire their
footprint with fiber optics. Only an extremely small number of Frontier customers enjoy
the fiber services. Frontier also contracts all of their technicians., This means that the
people who' work on the lines have little or no allegiance to the company, or the quality fo
work that they do. They are paid the same regardless of whether they do top notch work,
or do their job with bubble gum and duct tape.

Regardless of what PR Verizon, and Frontier spin, I am terrified of what awaits the
employees of Verizon. The economy is shaky, and big business will try to shed jobs



ASAP to increase money coming in. I feel a measure of security in my position with
Veriz.on thanks to the hard work of my union. I do not want to put my family through
unnecessary hardship, I do not want to see the small business men and women of the state
crumble because of the financial blackhole that is created when jobs are lost, or pay is
redu~ed by 25~50%. 1do not want to depend all the state to care for my family; because I
cannot. I am a proud Verizon employee who works to put food on the table. I hope that
you hear the plea of the men and women of our company and rush to assist us in our
struggle to keep Verizon jobs in the great state of Wes.t Virginia. We have been abused
too long by companies who roost here until they get a better offer, then -leave their
employees and. customers in the dust.

As a member of the CWA I ask that you help to introduce legislation that will close the
Reverse Morris TJUst tax loophole. Companies in this West Virginia should be
encouraged to invest in the infrastructure ofWest Virginia. Please stand by your
constituents and help protect us all, and to pave a way for a better future for the state as a
whoJeJ

Thank you for your ti

J
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The Honorable Robert C. Byrd
United States Senate
Washington)D.C.20510

Dear Sen. Byrd

FILED/ACCEPTED
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Federal Commvni(;nlions Cnmmission
OUice of the Secretary

1live in South Charleston)WV and wn a member of the Communication Workers
ofAmerica. I work for Verizon Communications as a Engineering Asst. I am very
concerned abou"t the proposed Verizon-Frontier ,deal and am asking for your help to
protect West Virginia.

I am worried about job security and benefits. A company like Frontier (which
from many news articles I have read) does not have the enough financial security to
conduct daily b\lsiness much less perfonn a buyout. I do not want to face unemployment
in these tough economic times.

I also know how important it is for the State of West Virginia to have high speed
internet. I question whether Frontier will be able to perfonn this function with the huge
debt it will take on to perfonn this buyout. We are proud to provide this quality service to
our community and would hate to see mOre deployment ofhigh speed internet suffer
from this acqui'sition.

We need to encourage investment in infrastructure not support of the Reverse
Morris Trust. The people of West Virginia need your support.

Sincerely.
Rick Fields
5118 Indiana 8t
South Charleston)WV 25309

~---;;J~


