| am writing you today to ask you to put an end to the licensed extortion of American families by the
cable industry.

America’s families are underserved by the broadcast networks, so it is only natural that nearly 90% of
Americans choose to subscribe to cable to increase their viewing options. But as things stand now, if
| want to subscribe to the Disney channel, | am also forced to get and pay for the FX network, MTV,
Comedy Central, and a slew of other cable channels that | not only don’t want coming into my home,
but which undermine the values | hold dear.

It would be unthinkable for a magazine publisher to tell you that in order to get “Better Homes and
Gardens,” you also have to pay for a subscription to “Playboy.” But in effect, that's exactly what the
cable industry has been forcing cable subscribers to do for years.

The cable industry’s response, of course, is to say that if you don’'t want MTV, or FX you can always
block the channel — but MTV is still getting a portion of my monthly cable bill, whether | watch or not.

Why should I be forced to subsidize channels that assault my core values and beliefs?

Offering parents the ability to choose the channels they want, and to pay only for those channels,
puts power back in the hands of the consumer — of parents — and forces the producers of indecent or
violent programming to fund their own raunch.



