
•
~T filE C(JIfV o~!:lfi~~jved & Inspected

S£P 172009

RiverStone Partners, LLC
E Rate Consulting

FCC Mail Room

Phone: 908 894 5213
Email: erate@earthlink.net

September 8, 2009

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Fax: 888 527 5449

Subject: Appeal of USAC Funding Decision - Docket 02-6

Request for Review

Applicant: Paramus Catholic High School
BEN 7792
Application 657028
FRN 1798009 and 1798010
SPIN: 143000093 - XO Communications Inc.

Summary

During the 2009 - 2010 E-Rate application year, Paramus Catholic High School
submitted their application with the incorrect discount numbers. On Paramus
Catholic High School's application, they listed total number of students as 1585
and 0 of those where eligible for free and reduced lunch. These numbers where
provided to their consultant by the school's new Technology Director who was
unaware of the schools participation in the Free and Reduced Lunch Program.
These original numbers where verified by the school's consultant with the
Technology Director because in previous years the school was at a 40%
discount level and participated in the Free and Reduced Program. The numbers
were said to have been correct and were submitted to USAC on their application
for review and subsequently approved.

Paramus Catholic High School's 2009-2010 application was a very simple
straightforward application for telecommunications Service and internet access
only. Because of its simplistic nature, neither the applicant nor the consultants
were ever contacted to provide any further details about the application. Once
the consultant received the FCDL, they forwarded it to the school for the School's
records and to let them know that they could contact their service providers and
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start to receive discounts if they choose. The FCDL was forwarded to the
Technology Director who in turn forwarded it to the Finance Director. After review
by the Finance Director, it was concluded that the applicants discount was
incorrect due to the fact that the Technology Director did not know about the Free
and Reduced Lunch Program.

After being supplied with the applicants Free and Reduced Lunch Program
Report, the Consultant was able to determine that the school had at least 75
students eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch, perhaps even move, and
therefore was able to determine that 4.8% of the population was eligible therefore
the applicants true discount should be 40%.

USAC Appeal Decision

USAC denied the schools appeal on the grounds that the FCC's Bishop Perry
Order directs USAC to send all applicants a RAL once their 471 is data entered.
This RAL allows Schools to make corrections to ministerial and clerical errors
without filing a new form 471. USAC sent out a Receipt Acknowledgement
Letter (RAL) on January 14, 2009 and this gave the school until February 3, 2009
to make any ministerial and clerical errors. Both the School and the consultant
are aware of the RAL and received the RAL. However, a RAL could not be used
in this instance, at the time of the receipt of the RAL neither the Consultant nor
the school where aware that the discount level was in question.

USAC also stated that our appeal requests additional funds not included in the
FCC form 471 and FCC rules require that funding requests must be submitted
via the FCC form 471. "Consequently, USAC denies your appeal insofar as it
requests funding that was not included in the FCC Form 471."

We understand the rule but argue that at the time the mistake was finally caught
the 471 filing window was closed. We would also argue that this statement is not
entirely true and is an example of USAC interpreting FCC rules in whatever way
they feel necessary without any real public notice. Attached please find the latest
News Brief from E-Rate Central September 7,2009. In this brief E-Rate Central
discusses the Bishop Perry Order and USAC's drastic change of its interpretation
of its rules. Prior to the Bishop Perry order, E-Rate Central states, "there was
virtually no circumstance under which an FRN could be changed in a manner
that would increase the amount of the funding award in excess of the initial
application requests." Since the release of the Bishop Perry Order in FY 2006,
E-Rate Central States, "the number of 'increased' FRN's rose to over 350, with a
total increase in committed funds of almost $1 million. In general, the increases
were based on upward revisions of pre-discount amounts and/or discount rates
(usually supported by better NSLP data that becomes available later in the
school year)." We argue that in prior funding years USAC interpreted the Bishop
Perry Order one way while in this Funding year they are interpreting it in an
entirely different way. We are not arguing what way is correct but instead ask for



some consistency and the same consideration that other applicants were
awarded in previous years.

Conclusion

Paramus Catholic High School is a relatively small school with faculty and staff
that do many different functions and do not always get the opportunity to check
and double check information that they believe they know. Therefore, we are
asking The FCC to side with the applicant and change their discount rate from
20% to 40%. We have included in this appeal Paramus Catholic High Schools
FCDL, their LOA and their discount validation information. If you require any
further information to evaluate this appeal please let me know.

Sincerely,

Ben Sniecinski
RiverStone Partners, LLC
174 Leigh Street
Clinton, NJ 08809
9088945213
8885275449
Email: ben@erateadvantage.com
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November 17,2008

To USAC - Schoo" an! Libraries Program

""This Letter of Authari7.alion from Paramus Catholic High School authori:zes
Robert Sniecinski or Bmjamin Snieeirnki afRiverS!on. Partne.., LLC to perfonn the
following E rate servic" for the school;

1- File all necessary" rate applications. Thi, includes the 410. 411, 486 and all other
applications relallld to the application, certification, approval and reimhursement
proc.,..

2 - Respond to any re, nesu for addition.l information from USACISLD regarding the
school's E rate application.

3· Perform other lelY;,:es., requested by the sonool during the revi....._approval and
reimbursement proce!!.

This letter of authariznion i. valid for E rate funding y..... 2009 through 2011.

Sincerely,

425 Fl.",mus flaad ... Paromus, New Jersey 07852'" 201.445.4486" Fax: 201.445.3952
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Schools and Libraries Division

Support and for
of the funding
ruDding COllllitment

Include the folloWing to identify the

rVRDIRG COKKItMERT DECISIOR LETTER
(runding Year 2009: 07/01/2009 - 06/30/2010)

July 7, 2009

Ben Sniecinski
PARAMUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
174 Leigh Street
Clinton, NJ 08809

Ie: for. 471 lpplication luaber: 657028
Billed Entity Ruaber (BER): 7792
Billed Entity rcc IR: 000'654635
Applicant's ro~ Identifier: Rone entered

Thank you for your ruDding Year 2009 application for Universal Service
any assistance you provided throughout our review. The current status
request(s) in the Form 471 application cited above and featured in the
Report(s) (Report) at the end of this letter is as follows.

- The allount, $6,733.73 is "Approved."

Please refer to the Report followin~ this letter for specific funding request
decisions and explanations. The Un1versal Service AdIl1nistrative COllpany (USAC) is also
sending this information to your service provider(s) so preparations can begin tor
illplementing your approved ducount.( s) .aft.u- you file -i'CC F=1l486 r Receipt o£ Service
Confirllation Forll. A guide that prov1des a definition for each line of the Report
is available in the Reference Area of our website.

NEXT STEPS

Work with your service provider to determine if you will receive discounted bills or
if you will request reillbursellent froll USAC after paying your bills in full

- ReV1ew technology planning approval reguirellents
- Review CIPA requirellents
- File Forll 486
- Invoice USAC using the Form 474 (service provider) or Forll 472 (Billed Entity

applicant) - as products and services are being delivered and billed

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION:

You have the option of filing an appeal with the SLD or directly with the Federal
Co..unications Co..ission (FCC).

If you wish to appeal a decision in this letter to USAC, your appeal Ilust be received
by OSAC or postmarked within 60 days of the date of this letter. Failure to Ileet this
requirellent will result in autollat1c disllissal of your appeal. In your letter of appeal:

1. Include the nalle, address, telephone nUllber, fax nUllber, and (if available) ellail
address for the person who can Ilost readily discuss this appeal with us.

2. State outright that your letter is an appeal.
letter and the decis10n you are appealing:
- Appellant nalle,

Applicant nalle and service provider name, if different from appellant,
- Applicant BEN and Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN),

Forll 471 Application NUllber 657028 as assigned by USAC,
"runding COllllitllent Decision Letter for Funding Year 2009," lIND

- The exact text or the decision that you are appealing.

Schools and Libraries Divisi.on . Correspondence Unit.
100 South Jeff....on Road. P.O. Box 902, Whippany, NJ 07981

VISit us ooline at:. www.usac.org/sl
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3. Please keep your letter to the point, and provide documentation to support your
appeal. Be su~e to keep a copy of your entire appeal, inclUding any correspondence
ana documentation.

by fax, fax your appeal to (973) 599-6542.

on paper, send your appeal to:

USAC

USAC

4. If you are the applicant~ plrase provide a copy of your appeal to the service
provider(s) affected by uSAC s decision. If you are the service p,ovider, please
provide a copy of your appeal to the applicant(s) affected by USAt s decision.

5. Provide an authorized signature on your letter of appeal.

To submit your appeal to USAC by email, email your appeal to
appeal••sl.universalservice.org. USAC will automatically reply to incoming emails
to confirm receipt.

To submit your appeal to

To submit your appeal to

Letter of Appeal
Schools and Libraries Division - Correspondence Unit
100 S. Jefferson Road
P.O. Box 902
Whippany, NJ 07981

If you Wish to appeal a decision in this letter to the FcC, you should refer to
CC Docket No. 02~6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. Your appeal must
be received by the FCC or postmarked within 60 aays of the date of this letter.
Failure to meet this reguirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal.
~e strongly recommend tnat you use the electronic filing options described in the
'APpeals Procedure" posted 1n the Reference Area of our website. If you are
submitting your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of
the Secretary, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554.

OBLIGATION TO PAY NON-DISCOUNT PORTION

Applicants are required to pay the non-discount portion of the cost of the products
ana{or services to their serV1ce provider(s). Service providers are required to
bil applicants for the non-discount port10n. The FCC stated that requ1ring
applicants· ·to -pay their share ensures efficiency and accountability in the pr.-ogratll:.­
If-USAc is being billed via the FCC Form 474 the service prOVider must bill the
applicant at the same time it bills USAC. If USAc is being billed via the FCC Form
472, the applicant pays the service provider in full (the non-discount plus
discount portion) and then seeks reimbursement from USAC. If you are using a
trade-in,as part of your non-discount portion, please refer to our website for more
1nformat10n.

NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS AVAILABILITY

Applicants' receipt of funding commitments is contingent on their compliance with all
statutory, regulatory, and procedural requirements of the Schools and Libraries Program.
Applicants who have receivea funding commitments continue to be subject to audits and
other reviews that USAC and/or the rcc may undertake periodically to assure that funds
that have been committed are being used in accordance with all such requirements. USAC
may be reqUired to reduce or cancel funding commitments that were not 1ssued in
accordance with such requirements, whether due to action or inaction, including but not
limited to that by USAC, the app11cant, or the service provider. USaC, and other
appropriate authorities (inclua1ng but not limited to the FCC), may pursue enforcement
actions and other means of recourse to collect improperly disbursea funds. The timing
of payment of invoices may also be affected by the availability of funds based on the
amount of funds collected from contributing telecommunications companies.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC

00052

Page 2 of 4 07/07/2009



FUNDING CotIIIITIIENT REPORT
Billed Entity Name: PARAMUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

BEN: 7792
Funding Year: 2009

Comment on RAL corrections: The applicant did not sub.it any RAL corrections.

ro~ 471 Application Number: 657028
Funding Request Number: 1798009
Funding Status: Funded
CategorY of Service: Telecommunications Service
Form 470 Application Number: 129090000709359
SPIN: 143000093
Service Provider Naae: XO Communications Inc.
Contract Number: NTH
Billing Account Number: NIA
Multiple Billi~ Account Numbers: N
Service Start Date: 07/01/2009
Service End Date: 06/30/2010
Contract Award Date: NIA
Contract Expiration Dale: N/A
Site Identifier: 7792
Number of Months Recurring Service Provided in Funding Year: 12
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: $18,968.64
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Charges: $.00
Pre-discount Amount: $18,968.64
Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC: 20%
Funding Coaaitaent Dec1sion: $3,793.73 - raN approved as submitted
rCOL Date: 07/07/2009
Wave Number: 011
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2010

•

FCOL/SchoolS and Libraries Division/USAC

00052
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT
Billed Entity Name: PARAMUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

BEN: 7792
Funding Year: 2009

Comment on RAL corrections: The applicant did not submit any RAL corrections.

Form 471 Application Number: 657028
Funding Request Number: 1798010
Funding Status: Funded
Category of Service: Internet Access
Form 470 Application Number: 129090000709359
SPIN: 143000093
Service Provider Name: XO Communications Inc.
Contract Number: MTM
Billing Account Number: NIA
Multiple Billing Account Numbers: N
Service Start Date: 076°162009
Service End Date: 06/3 12 10
Contract Award Date: NIA
Contract Expiration Date: N/A
Site Identifier: 7792
Number of Months Recurring Service Provided in Funding Year: 12
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: $14,700.00
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Charges: $.00
Pre-discount Amount: $14,700.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC: 20%
Funding Commitment Dec~sion: $2,940.00 - FRN approved as submitted

FCDL Date: 07607/2009
Wave Number: 11
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2010

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC

00052

Page 4 of 4 07/07/2009



www.paramuscatholfc.orr,

Jolne$ P. Vail
President

•

Joseph P. Agos~no
Principal

L.ecno.-d M. lBwandow.lci
Vice Principal of Sludent Life

S1ephcn" Macalu""
Vice Principal of Student Life

Vincent D. Sausto
Vice Principal ofAcademics

Dedan J. I'f'lCh
Vice PRJJldent of Finance

Ryan J. Cosey
Vice Prulden' ofAd¥oncoment

INJry Ann Lemieux
Dean 01 Student Servia..

Stella Scarana
Dean 01 Students

Joseph F. Wil"",
Dean of Compus Ministry

RaIp/1 M. Manna
Dean 01 Sluderrts

Holland B. Mack
D.-. 01c;..a.on.
Mkhael A. Shea
Director of Tran,porlotiOtl

Dan;.ll. L Amala
Director 01 Technology

Scott Langan
lMed>-oIA101eNo

Fall- Larry Mns II
~

July 30, 2009

To whom it may concern:

The enrolled number of students at Paramus Catholic High School for 2009-2010

school year will be 1546. Approximately 500-600 applications were mailed

out or picked up by families of students who expressed need. Over 300

applications were returned and 75 students qualified for Free/Reduced lunch.

All applications are digitally stored.

"I certify that only those students who meet the Income Eligibility Guidelines of the

National School Lunch Program have been included in Column 5 of Item 9a, of Block 4 of

the Form 47t."

Sincerely,

425 Paramus Road'" Paramus, New Jersey 07652 201.445.4466 Fax: 201.445.3952



FACTS Financial Aid Assessment Service

2009 Application Wed Aug 5 10:54:04 EDT 2009

Section 1: Applicant and Co-Applicant Information
I. APPLICANT INFORMATION: Parent or Guardian

Nllme I j-. r-
Last First MI

Social Security # F-r-.. Dat. of Birth.... -!iii" -~
MM DD yyyy

Mailing Address : lE

I
City i D state~Zip_ -I
Daytime Phone # I~ -Iii' -I'. I. Evemng Phone # ,- -I. .1_ r--

Ext. Ext.

E-mail Address I
Please check primary emaIl address regularly for Notices sent by FACTS

Secondary E·mail I
(If Current marital status Is

Current Marital r . married, r Single r DllJorced ti" Sepllrllted r WidowedStatus: Married co-applicant information is
required)

(i Full-TIme r Unemployed r Father
r Legal

Employment Status: Reilitionship to Guardllln
C Part-TIme (less r Disabled

Student(s):

thlln 30 hours/week) e- Mother r Grandfather

r Stay Ilt Home (full- r Retired r StO!!pfather r Gnmdmother

Select One time family care) Select One
Ir Stepmother r other

r Self Employed r Student

Occupation ICOTIAGE TRAINER Employer INJDC

·Pllice ot Worship I r I do not attend a place of worship.

City I State r-::J Zip I -I
·Religious Affiliation r Baptist r Catholic r Jewish r lutheran r Muslim r Other Christian r Non-Christian

II. CO-APPLICATION INFORMATION: Parent or Guardian (if applicable)

Name I I r-
Last First Mj

Social Security I-II Dot. of Birth I -I -r--Number

Month Day Year

I II I

https://www.factstuitionaid.comIFACTS/ga0050 8/5/2009



FACTS Financial Aid Assessm~llt Service Page 2 of5

r Full-Time r Unemployed r Father r LeQal
RelatlonshlD to Gu&rdianEmployment StCituS: r PclT"t-Time (less Student(s):r Disabled

than 30 hours/week) G Mother r Gr('l ndfather

r Stay at Home (full- r Retired
r Stepfather r Grandmother

Select One time tamily care) Select One
r Stepmother r other Ir Self Employed r Student

Occupation I Employer J

·Religlous AffIliation r Baptist r Qltholk r Jewish r Lutheran r Muslim r Other Christian r Non-Christian

Section ~Studentand School Information
Enter Student and School Information:

Chlld·.N.m.~

Child'. Social Security No. =--= Child'. Dab!l of Birth 1 Annual Tuitio",-

Grade Entering (Fall 2009) 9~ ·Child's Gender folale
How much do you estimate you and/or your

$5.000SPOUH can pay toward this child's tuition .im..!lU..illtv.7

School Attending fall 2009 M.!t~~THQLICHIGH .sQ!QQJ. City ~ARAMUS state fiJ Zip 07.6.5.2

·Chlld's Ethnic Backgrount;l.:, A.ERICAN.-AMERICAN - . •
Annual tuition support required from this child'. non-custodial parent as a result $Q
of legal separation, divorce, or paternity proceeding, Do not Include chilUilRJKU:t....Ra--Y.IDVDU;.

Will this student be applying for 8 state--funded scholarship or voucher program7 ~

Child's Name J

Chlld's Social Security No, Child's Dilte of Birth Annual TUition~

Grade Entering (Fall :z009) III ·Child's Gender ~
How much do you estimate you .nd/or your $l...2P-.Ospouse can pay toward this child's tuition ~!!Y'7

School Attending Fall :z009 SLC~CILIA ~I.l:'MENTA!!'LlliIf!UA!l.Ql:.!IALSCity fti..GL.f.W.QQQ State HJ Zip 07631

·Chlld's Ethnic Background: AE.RlCAN-A~II;RICA~

Annual tuition support required from this child'. non~custodialparent al a result
t!!of legal separation, divorce, or paternity proceeding, Do not include child supDori..pavments.

Will this student be applying for a state~funded scholarship or voucher program7 ~

Child's Name

Child's Social Security No. .. Child's Date of Birth Annual Tuition Sl..1D.Q

Grade Entering (Fall :Z009) 0< "'Child's Gender Female
How much do you estimate you andlor your $2JJll!spouse an pay toward this child's tuition ~mnually7

School Att:8ndlng Fall 2009 SLCfClUA_ELfMfNIA.RY INTf-.R PAROClIAl S City ~QD $tate NJ Zip 07631

.Child's Ethnic Background; AFRICAN-AMERICAN

Annual tuition support required from this Child', non-custodial parent as a result
of legal s.paration, divorce, or pllternity proceeding. Do....n9t include.~hl!d I"'PDO.r:1..R.n'.....rn~ng;.

Will this an.dent be applying for a state-funded scholarship or voucher program7 ~

Section Applicant and Co-Applicant Income
3: Information
1. Size of household: Number of adults living in this household. r Number of children living in this household. p-
2. Do you file a federal income tax retum?

https://www.factstuitionaid.com/FACTS/ga0050 8/5/2009



FACTS Financial Aid Assessment Service Page 3 of5

Ci Yes, 1 file taxes. r No, I do not file taxes.

3. Does the co-applicant file a federal income tl!lX return?
r Yes, files jointly with applicant. r Yes, files separately from applicant.

r No, does not file.

Taxable Income:

4. Please list the -Adjusted Gross Income" from the applicant's most recent federal tax return. 1$0
5. If filing sepiuately. list the "Adjusted Gross Income~ from the co-applicant's most recent federal tax return. Ir.$~O""-----

If filing jointly or if there is not a co-applicant, enter "0".

6. Do you own any of the follOWing?

r Ves (0 No

r Yes Ii No

r Yes Ie No

r Yes Ie No

r Yes Ie No

r Yes (0 Nof. Estates and Trusts· Attach Schedule E (Form 1040), Form 1041 and Schedule 1(-1

-IMPORTANT: If You file a tax return but do not have W-2 wages because you are self-employed, you will be required to
submit a copy of YOur 2008 federal tax return.

a. Business - Attach Schedule C or C-EZ (Form 1040) and Form 4562 Depreciation and Amortization

e. Partnership - Attach Schedule E (Form 1040), Form 1065 (4 pages), Schedule 1(-1, Form aB25

d. S Corporation· Attach Schedule E (Form 1040), Form 1120S (4 paQes), Schedule 1(-1, Form 8825

c. Rental Property· Attach Schedule e (Form 1040)

b. Farm - Attach SChedule F (Form 1040) and Form 4562 Deprecii!ltion and Amortization

Nontaxable Income: Income is received: (seled ",oly one)
If none, enter "0."

7. Child support received. r Weekly r Monthly r Annually 1$0........
8. Sodal 5ecur1ty benefits received that were not taxed, such as SSt. C· Weekly r Monthly r f-nnually )$0..
9. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). r Weekly r Monthly r Annually 1$0

10. Welfare and/or Aid for Famtlies with Dependent Children (AFDClADC). r Weekly r Monthly r Annually 1$0

11. food stamps. r Weekly r Monthly r Annually ho
12. Tuition support antldpated from friends/relativeS/employer. r Weekly r Monthly r Annually 1$0

13. Workers' Compensation. r Weekly r Monthly r Annually 1$0

14. Other nontaxable income (i.e. Clergy/Pastoral/Military Housing Allowance, r Weekly r r Annually 1$0fo5ter Care Allowance. VA Beoefl.ts, etc.). Monthly

Change of Income:
15. Do you anticipate a decrease in your 2009 household income? ('" Yes (i No

If yes, complete the following questiOns;

15a. What do you anticipate your Income to be for the coming year?

15b. What do you anticipate your spouse's income to be for the coming year?

15c. Your Income will be reduced in the cominQ year for the followmg reason{s). (Select all that apply.)

Applicant:

r Unemployed or expect to be unemployed

r Wilt have reduced hours

r Plan to take a job at lower wage rate

CQ-.:..a.m2li'-il.D..t.i

r Unemployed or expect to be unemployed

r win have reduced hours

r Plan to take a job at lower wage rate

r Exiting the work-force and plan to work m the home r Exiting the work-force and plan to work in the home

https://www.factstuitionaid.comlFACTS/ga0050 8/5/2009
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FACTS Financial Aid Assessment Service Page 40f5

r Filing for legal separation or divorce

r Plan to retire

r Medical reasons

r Death of a spouse

r Increase in famlly size

r Loss of alimony Or spousal sUPpOrt

r Military reasons

r ath." "I---------

P Filing for legal separation or divon::e

r Plan to retire

r.- Medical reasons

r Death of a spoose

F Increase in family size

r Loss of alimony or spousal support

r Military reasons

rOth." r-I--------

Section
4:

Applicant and Co-Applicant Expense
Information

Current MONTHLY Expenses:

1. Do you rent or own your primary residence?

2. Monthly rent or mortgage payment, (Include principal, Interest, taxes, and home insurance.)

3. Do you o.....n a second home (not includIng rental property)?

Monthly
EXpe""fUi

r Rent r Own r Other

rYes 1-" No

3a. H yes, what Is the monthly mortgage payment on your second home (Include principal, interest, taxes, and 1$0
home Insurance)?

4. Monthly home eQuity loan payments. 1$0

S. Vehicle Information: Complete for each vehicle leased or owned, induding any vehicle that does not have
a monthly payment.

Vehicle 1 IFORD EXPLORER

Make/Model Yea... Monthly Vehicle Payment

12003 lID

6. Total credit card~. (Do not mdude balances that are paid in full each month.)

7. Total of aU minimum amounts due on monthly credit card statements.

8. Monthly student loan payments for family members no longer attending college.

9. Do you have other monthly loan p'!lYments? (Do not include cell phone, utilities, or lIving expenses.)

If yes, please list below. Refer to Instructions for examples.

Credlto... Monthly loan Payment

No monthly loan p.yments.

10 Monthly child support payments. (Applies only to the parent or guardian pi!lying child support. Do not include child /10
• support ...ecetved.)

11. Health Insurance Expenses:

rYes r No

lla. Is your health Insurance paid 100 percent through your employer?

llb. If no, list the health insurance premium(s) paid per month, either by payroll deduction as indicated on the
pay stub or paId directly to the insuri!lnce company.

Current ANNUAL Expenses:

12. Annual \/ehicle insurance expense.

13. Total annual out~of~pocketmedical expenses not paid by insurance.

Refer to Instructions for examples.

14. Charitable contnbutions--cash or cheCk$-·per yei!lr.

https://www.factstuitionaid.comIFACTS/ga0050

~ Yes r No

Annual
Expense.

8/5/2009



FACTS Financial Aid Assessment Service

15. College Expenses

151'. Number of family members attending college beginning in the Fall of 2009.

lSb. Totfl[ i!lmount of your famJly's out-or-pocket cost for college expected this year. (Total tuition less student
IOi!ln proceeds. scholarships, grants and financial aId, and contribution expected from student earnmgs.)

16. Child/Day Cilre Expenses

(Do not include prelichoo1!preklndergarten expenses. This should be Indicated in Section 2.)

16il1. Number of children for whom you pay child/day Cillre expenses beginning in the faU of 2009.

16b. Total amount of child/day care expenses expected this year.

11. Elder Care Expenses

l1a. Number of people for whom you pay elder care expenses.

I1b. Total amount of elder care expenses expected this ye~r.

Sect· 5- Applicant and Co-Applicant Assets &
lOn - Liabilities

Page 5 of5

1. Velue of caSh, savmgs, and/or checking accounts:

2. VilIlue of stOCk, bond investments, mutual funds, and/or certificates of deposit:

3. Value of retirement plan assets - 401(k), 403(b), and/or IRAs:

4. What is your and/or your spouse's annual contribution to retirement plan assets?:

5. Ir you own your home, the estImated value:

6. If you own your home. the amount you owe;

7. If you own a second home, the estimated value. Do not include rental property:

8. U you own a second home. the amount you owe:

1$480,000

1$455,000

Section
6:

Required Information and
Authorization

Payment of the nonrefundable application fee must be received in order to process your application.
Fallure to submit payment with your applic~tion could result in you not receiving financiilll aid.

Payment:

Nonrefundable Application Fee: $20

You have elected to submit your payment with the requIred supporting documentation. If thiS is correct, press the "I accept"
button below.

Terms and Conditions:

FACTS Grant &. Aid Assessment provides financial aid analysis services to participating institutions. The educational institution granting aid
Is solely responsible for determining the final aid award. Submission of the application and payment of the fee does not guarantee receipt
of financial aid. FACTS Grant &. Aid assumes no liability whatsoever should financial aid be denied for any reason. The fee collected by
FACTS Grant &. Aid Assessment Is to compensate for the financial aid assessment and advisory servIces prOVided by FACTS Grant &. Aid
Assessment to Its educational institution clients.

Prtvacv lind security: DllIta collected and stored by FACTS pursuant to this application IS considered the property of the pillrticipating
institution. The data will not be used by FACTS in any manner not approved by the participating Institution and will not be shared with any
third parties without the prior consent of the institution unless reQuested by you. Access to the data shall be restricted except to the
extent that FACTS associates must access the data to prOVide service to you or the institution. FACTS maintains physical, procedural, and
electronIC safeguards to protect data from being accessed by unauthorized third parties.

Authorization:

FACTS Grant &. Aid Assessment is authorized to provide my (our) personal and financial information from whatever source derived to the
educational Institutlon(s) or their affiliates which are institutions to which I am (we are) eliljlible to apply for financial aid.
J (we) accept and agree to be bound by the terms and conditions listed above and acknowledge that the information provided on this form
is true, correct, and complete to the best of my (our) knowledljle. and that I am (we are) authorized to sign this form and to disclose this
information.

https:llwww.factstuitionaid.comlFACTS/ga0050 8/512009
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PACTS G:r .... t. ........_Dt h p"oTidil&g t.be .u.t.. 1", tbt. ".po.,t to tb••u.ool •••n i"dl"'at!.::on ot alillibility for tbe unitad Stata. l)ep.r~... t at
Agrieult"r.'. Pr•• uad Reduc.d 'ri",e4 Jea.la and Ifil.. 'roll"_ ot whicb yo"r .",bool _y b. p.rti",ip.t1Dg. It i. "1>doo,,.tClCld tb.&t tha ."1>.<><>1 i.
"espoo.dbl. tel' t dailli"tr.tion er the progr.....ad all required dO"_.Dtation and die"lo,,",,"•• to "be .ppli".....t. It t ...."'''.....IId.d by P'AC"I'S
t .... t tb. ecbool b..e cb .ppll".nt lign. ••ep.ret" "I'pli"etion fo .. thi...ro!i"'_ •.........................................................................................................................., .

Illetihelo", PI'.AAXUS C'IlmOLIC HIGH S(1f('JOL, PARMUS
,,,,, ..u. Fl.ld, App11"ant Na.....

lIeu"b,

~pUc"tlQ'l:1 Statu.,
U<lu".d Lw:r,cb'
Pr... L"""'b,

Verified J
'ies J No
Yea I No

SUbmitt",d ! 5ubml':ted DNF

COUAt, 289 Ilo"t by, F..ee Meah O"""Endin'1

AppliclIl\t
10 Ilppl1"."t .....

156Ul lJUIOSSIEIl.E, SU:O::OIl 1'1

App MOil
:lut Ili... sut.

V1';1l. 1 NJ

Total
F.u",-ly
,~­

56,510

r ...s.ral
Pove"cy

G..id.li....
11,600

J..du".d
Lunch

Gul""ll,..
31.560

I.ed...,e4
Prke
1Il",,1..

"

P"••
Lunch Mf:al.'l

Guid.lin.....1 ..
22,680 NO

357746 LUlE, JO¥CE ,.

1(90lS U'.VIll, LILIAN/\.

369168 LSGlISSIC. l"OLLEEN 10'.

365545 LBON, BELKI

376141 LIGHTSEY, JEJnlIFEJI L

Q01H5 LUlDiiAY, RJlOlJEL N.

394221 [,OPEZ, JORGE L

400500 LOpBZ. MILDRED R.

l6)643 !.OPE.... TONYA A

}6~580 LOPEZ. rJ>.NA:RA.

36S116 tLlRENW, IfA.lfOA L.

42B69 L£lRENZO. IfILLIAM A.

358917 L£l"-JIJlO, JAIRo

191326 LUNGO, OATil-au

1511~~ LOQNOO, Jo,'NlfER

375571 HIoCIEJEWS](l, JERzr .s

40.UO ~, ALEXAlI'O!R

370556 MANZlIETA, )lJl.Rr

149US MJoRCH, DANULE O.

15B02 KkRCHESANI, DEBRA

400643 t9Jl,SOIl, I1ARCUS N.

369943 JllM.TIWZ. FLORENCIO

~OlEt6 MA.S0I0l, TRlW'ICS D.

400UO 1'lI\.5T1l.CD<::»olDlHXl. 'sPEllA'JU.

'JER

·m

'Jl':R

VEil.

VEil.

".
'"
w.

".
".
'D

'"
w.

".
".
.D......
'D

'0

".
,..
w.
n.

"'
"
"
'J

"'
"'
"'
"
"'
"'
"
'J

"
"'
OJ

"
"
"
'"
"
"
"
'"
'"

Q5,50l

44,911

B,128

61,851

51. )01

lS.126

55.706

SO, 19~

l02, U9

16,401

37.021

59,868

11,068

42,506

54.244

64.070

HO,U5

51,326

10.4116

59,836

50, !i11

28,926

44,151

35,451

n.200

<1,200

~l, 200

1',600

21,200

17.600

21,100

24,600

J2,000

24.800

lIi,OOO

n, lOO

11,600

11,200

17.600

12,000

24,800

11,600

III, 000

H,20C

H,90C

2l,20C

14, DOC

14,00,"

19,220

H,120

]9.220

12,560

39,220

32.560

u,no

45.980

59.100

45,880

25,900

19,220

B,560

39,2 .. 0

J2.HO

59,iOO

4S,Uo

32.560

25,900

39,220

45.6BO

39,120

25,900

is.900

"
"
'"
"
"
"
"
"
"
'"
'"
'"
'"
"
"
'"
'"
"
'"
"
"
'"
'"
"

'iI.7,560 NO

..7,560 )J()

n.560 NO

22.680 1olO

21,S~O I«J

n,880 NO

2-7.560 ~

B,.tO )J()

41,600 NO

n,ltO NO

16.200 1':0

n,S60 NO

11,BiO NO

21.HO NO

22.680 lola

41,600 ~

]1.240 HO

21,UO NO

IS,200 tro

27,51;0 NO

]1,HO NO

n,560 NO

16,200 NO

16,200 NO
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Ben Sniecinski

From:
Sent:
To:
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E-Rate Central [news@e-ratecentral.com]
Monday, September 07,2009 12:49 PM
Ben Sniecinski
E-Rate Central News for the Week of September 7, 2009

E-Rate Central News for the Week
September 7,2009

The E-Rate Central News for the Week is prepared by E-Rate
Central. E-Rate Central specializes in providing consulting,
compliance, and forms processing services to E-rate applicants. To
learn more about our services, please contact us by phone (516­
832-2887) or through our Conta~t Us Web_form. Additional E-rate
information is located on the E-Rate Central Web site.

FY 2008 - FY 2009 Funding Status

In This Week's Issue

» FY 2008 - FY 2009 Funding Status

» ShQ_.CQmputeLSlo'~l.emJ)'p,g[~Qe St~tu,

» MaJOr Change in Application Review
Procedures

» E-Rate Updates and Reminders

» s~.b.QQL~.gng..LjR[gLLe~Ne_w.5_Jlr:leLg<lted I
September 4th - Training and IT
Upgrade

Wave 19 for FY 2009 was released last week on September 3rd, for
$195 million. Wave 20 is scheduled to be rei eased on Tuesday, September 8th, for $56 million. This will bring
cumulative FY 2009 funding to $986 million. The $1 billion mark will not be broken for at least two weeks,
following the SLD's system upgrade process discussed below.

Both waves include Priority 2 funding at discount rates of 85% and above. Unlike past years, when Priority 2
funding was first announced, there has been no formal decision as to the discount level below which Priority 2
requests will not be funded (although there is an indication that 60% and below will be denied shortly). This
should not be interpreted as an encouraging sign for those seeking Priority 2 funding below, or even at, 80%.

Wave 67 for FY 2008 is also scheduled to be released on Tuesday, September 8th, for $4.7 million. Total funding
for FY 2008 is still $2.34 billion, including $371 million for New York. A decision has still not been made on the
funding of Priority 2 services at 87%.

SLD Computer System Upgrade Status

As previously discussed, many of the SLD's online interactive filing and database resources will not be available
during the computer system update period. These resources became unavailable at 5:00 p.m. EDT on September
1,2009, and are targeted to remain unavailable until 9:00 a.m. EDT on September 14, 2009. According to the
SLD, this means that:

o No Funding Commitment Decision Letters will be issued. [Note: to be more precise (since two funding
waves will be released this Tuesday), no additional funding commitments can be finalized in preparation
for FCDL releases.]

o No payment files will be run.
o No Form 470 may be posted ONLINE. However, you can still submit your Form 470 by mail ON PAPER,

following the instructions in the form. Service providers will be able to submit Form 498 and Form 499
online. The system that processes these forms is not affected by the upgrade. USAC will process these
forms as usual. Service providers will not be able to submit a SPI Form 474 online or approve a BEAR
Form 472 online.

• Program forms on paper (Form 486, 472, 473, 474, or 500) as well as electronic (email) invoices can be
submitted. USAC will hold these forms until the upgrade is complete.

• Most USAC website search tools are not available.
• Client Service Bureau has no access to online system. They will not be abie to create or update entity

number and information or provide status information on program forms or requests.
• You can submit any appeal as you would normally do. There is no impact on how appeals are submitted.
• You cannot use Submit a Question. You can fax or mail your Service Substitutions, SPIN Changes, Good

Samaritans and other requests. USAC will process your request after the upgrade is complete. You should

1



retain a copy of your fax confirmation or proof of postmark for your records.

Additional guidance and resources on Form 470 and Form 471 Information during the SLD's IT Upgrade is
available on the "'.:R~J~J;.eDtri!LW.eb5ij;.e.

Piease note that E-Rate Central's more comprehensive funding data and tools, normally available only to E-rate
service providers and consultants on a subscription basis, have been made freely available to all - use "guest" for
both the Subscriber ID and the Password - for the duration of the SLD's system shutdown (see "'.:R~te_M_~_rkgt

Organizer. These resources provide:

• Summary and detailed funding data for all program years and for all states
• A search mechanism for Form 470 contact information
• A search mechanism for funding denial or change reasons
• Form 486 deadline warnings

Major Change in Application Review Procedures

One of the most important FCC appeal decisions in the history of the E-rate program was the BisQ® Perry Order in
2006. Besides granting 196 appeals of funding denials resulting from "clerical and ministerial errors" in
applications, the FCC directed USAC to change its procedures going forward to help prevent similarly unnecessary
denials.

As a result of this directive, SLD application review procedures were changed drastically. By permitting changes ­
even if they increased the amount of funding requested - the E-rate program became markedly more user­
friendly. Changes were accepted, not only during the Receipt Acknowledgment Letter ("RAL") period immediately
following application submission, but later on during the Program Integrity Assurance ("PIA") application review
process.

Only recently has it become apparent that the SLD's procedures have been drastically changed so as to no longer
permit application corrections during the PIA process that would increase funding amounts. Under a stricter
interpretation of the Bishop Perry decision, the SLD will accept increased funding changes only as a part of the RAL
process.

Since this procedural change was made without any public notice or explanation, we can only speculate as to the
underlying rationale. The two most important points are discussed below.

Bishop Perry Guidance:

With regard to PIA application review procedures, the critical paragraph of the Bishop Perry decision reads as
follows:

23. Additional Processing Directives for USAC. As of the effective date of this Order, we require
USAC to provide all E-rate applicants with an opportunity to cure ministerial and clerical errors on
their FCC Form 470 or FCC Form 471, and an additional opportunity to file the required
certifications. Specifically, USAC shall inform applicants promptly in writing of any and all
ministerial or clerical errors that are detected in their applications, along with a clear and specific
explanation of how the applicant can remedy those errors... Applicants shall have 15 calendar days
from the date of receipt of notice in writing by USAC to amend or refile their FCC Form 470, FCC
Form 471 or associated certifications. USAC shall apply this directive to all pending applications
and appeals even if such applications or appeals are no longer within the filing window. The IS-day
period is limited enough to ensure that funding decisions are not unreasonably delayed for E-rate
applicants and should be sufficient time to correct truly unintentional ministerial and clerical errors.
The opportunity for applicants to amend their filings to cure minor errors will also improve the
efficiency and effectiveness of the Fund ... If USAC helps applicants file correct and complete
applications initially, USAC should be able to reduce the money it spends on administering the fund
because fewer appeals will be filed protesting the denial of funding for these types of issues...

USAC's initial interpretation of this guidance led to procedures permitting an applicant to correct - and increase, if
necessary - funding requests at any time between application submittal and PIA review. Not surprisingly, we

2



believe that most of these corrections were made during the PIA review process when both the SLD and the
applicant focused mOre fully on the details of the funding request(s).

The new application review procedures are apparently based on a much stricter interpretation of the Bishop Perry
gUidance. Specifically, USAC now believes that the 15-day RAL correction process fulfills the requirement to notify
an applicant in writing of its right to correct its application - even if the RAL does not actually inform the applicant
of "any and all ministerial or clerical errors that are detected in their applications." What is not yet clear is whether
these new procedures apply to any errors found during PIA review, such as those leading the funding denials, or
only to such errors that would increase funding.

To understand why the interpretation was changed, if only for increased funding, it is useful to examine the impact
on funding engendered by the initial, more flexible, procedures.

History of Increased Funding Changes:

Prior to the Bishop Perry decision, there were virtually no circumstances under which an FRN could be changed in a
manner that would increase the amount of funding awarded in excess of the initial application requests. In FY
2005, for example, the funding year that was just ending when the Bishop Perry decision was released, we can
find only six instances in which any aspect of an FRN (such as a discount rate) was increased during PIA review. In
five of these cases, there were offsetting changes made such that the actual FRN funding awards were reduced or
remained the same. In only one case was a funding award actually increased by $57 thousand - in an application
that was not approved until November 1, 2006, well after the Bishop Perry decision.

In FY 2006, the funding year that was midway through PIA review when the Bishop Perry decision was released,
the number of "increased" FRNs rose to over 350, with a total increase in committed funds of almost $1 million. In
general, the increases were based on upward revisions of pre-discount amounts and/or discount rates (usually
supported by better NSLP data that becomes available later in the school year).

The number of "increased" FRNs and associated funding amounts rose sharply in FY 2007 and FY 2008 - a trend
we would have expected to see continue into FY 2009 had PIA review procedures not been changed this summer.

One measure - albeit conservative - of the increased funding resuiting from the original Bishop Perry procedures
is shown in the following table. Please note that these numbers reflect only those funded FRNs for which the SLD's
DRT database shows committed amounts in excess of the original requested amounts and for which the associated
FCDL text indicates "increased" funding. A broader analysis, more difficult to glean from SLD data, would
undoubtedly show a greater Bishop Perry impact, including other FRNs that would otherwise have been denied or
reduced. The trend, however, is clear.

Funded FRNs "Increased:" FY 2005-2009

Summary of Actual Increases

Funding Year No. FRNs Amount of Increases

'2005 1 $ 57,067

·2006 359 900,975

1,524 5,783,276

5,154 6,671,243

842 624,814

7,880 $ 14,037,374'

Most would agree that applicants should be able to correct mistakes in order to receive proper fundmg. The
biggest challenge this presents to the SLD, however, is being able to accurately predict the total demand for funds
in any given year, if only to set the discount level threshold for Priority 2 funding. Funding increases during PIA
turn total demand into a moving target.
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Although the SLD should be able to handle increases of the order of magnitude indicated in the table above, there
are indications that some applicants were seeking post-filing changes in Block 4 discount rates sufficient to obtain
large amounts of Priority 2 funding. This may have caused significant demand management problems for both
USAC and the FCC. In the process of denying these change requests - currently under appeal - we believe a
decision was made to deny all post-RAL increases. Unfortunately, in our view, this meant taking a sledgehammer,
rather than a scalpel, approach to an otherwise beneficial application review procedure.

E-Rate Updates and Reminders

Fall E-Rate Training:

Updated training schedules and registration information for the eight one-day SLD workshops planned for this fall
are included in the SLD's News Brief referenced below.

Schools and Libraries News Brief dated September 4th Training and IT Upgrade

The SLD News Brief of September 4, 2009, provides an update on the SLD's fall training workshops and reminders
on the USAC computer system upgrade (discussed above).

Disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate developments and/or may reflect E-Rate
Central's own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such information is provided for planning and guidance
purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official announcements and instructions prOVided by either the SLD or
the FCC.

If vou have received this newsletter from a COlleague, and you would like to receive your own copy of E-Rate Central's E­
Rate News for the Week, please join our mailing list.

For questions, suggestions or problems related to receiving this newsletter, contact n~ws..@.~.:LgJe.centrgJ.~9-,n

If you're having trouble viewing this e-mail, please click here to it view online.

If you would like to be removed from our distribution list, please click here.
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