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RE: Broadband Industry Pract1ces Rules (We 07-52)

I am the mayor of Bastrop, TX a rapidly growing city in the Lost
Pines 31 miles east of Austin, Texas. We are the second oldest
incorporated city in Texas, having been established in 1832 as part
of Stephen F. Austin's "Little Colony." Our proud past lives
harmoniously with our modern present. Bastrop residents are part of a
close community. Our tremendous growth trends consistently raise the
standard of excellence, yet we are small enough to know and care for
each other. The many attractions offered in Bastrop foster
opportunities for family time and fellowship.

The 3G network is being expanded, which will bring the whole C1ty
under the umbrella of high-speed mobile Internet. This exciting
development is further proof that Bastrop has a bright, high-tech
future.

Our bright future could be derailed 1f network neutrality regulations
are enacted. Wh11e we are close to Austin and located along the busy
highway corridor connect1ng Austin and Houston, there is never a
guara~tee that Bastrop will get the same technology as those larger
c1t1es. This is espec1ally true 1f the r~QS 11m1t 1nvestment in
network expanS10ns. Smaller c~ties 11ke ours w~ll be among the ones
wh1ch see much-delayed upgrades, 1f we see them at all.

Our local economy 1S increas1ngly dependent upon hav1ng h1gh-speed
Internet access readily ava11able. As our C~~1zens and businesses
take advantage of 3G wireless and our wired broadband networks, they
will put ever greater demands upon the Internet's 1nfrastructure.
W1thout cont1nued investment, our ab11ity to harness the Internet
w~ll be stopped dead.

Federal pol1c1es should encourage 1nvestment 1n upgracl1ng and
expanding broadband networks, so that they w1ll keep up with demand.
Sacr~ficing econom1C growth to appease net neutra11ty supporters is
not a rational po11cy, even for a city with as much h1story and
potential as Bastrop.
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