WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER v 1875 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Tel: 202 303 1000
Fax: 202 303 2000

VIA ECES EX PARTE
October 19, 2009

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federa Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Suite TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Re:  GN Docket No. 09-51, WC Docket No. 06-172, WC Docket No. 07-97, WC Docket 04-313
Dear Ms. Dortch:

As afollow-up to the October 5 2009 ex parte meeting in which Jim Geiger, Founder,
Chairman and CEO of Cbeyond, Inc. (“Cbeyond”) and other Cbeyond representatives discussed
obstacles to the provision of IT applications to small businesses with Chairman Julius Genachowski,
Colin Crowell, and David Goldman, attached herewith isa Wall Street Journal article dated August 20,
2009 that describes the disproportionately harmful effect of the recession on small businesses. In
addition, the following government resources provide helpful statistics and analysis of the small
business market: (1) the Bureau of Labor Statistics website contains statistics regarding, among other
things, job gains and losses among small businesses (see
http://www.bls.gov/news.rel ease/cewbd.t04.htm; http://www.bls.gov/bdm/table b.txt); and (2) the
Small Business Administration website provides awide range of data regarding small businesses,
organized by those with employees and those without employees (see
http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/data.html).

Respectfully submitted,

/sl Thomas Jones
Thomas Jones

cC: Chairman Julius Genachowski
Colin Crowdll
David Goldman
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Small Firms Rack Up Job Losses

By SARA MURRAY
In the depths of the recession, the tiniest private firms Write to Sara Murray at sara.murray(@wsj.com
accounted for a disproportionate share of the job losses, Printed in The Wall Street Journal, page A2

the Labor Department said Wednesday.

Companies that employed fewer than five workers --
where 5.1% of the private-sector work force is employed
-- accounted for 14.5% of the job losses in the fourth
quarter of 2008. They also were responsible for 16.8%
of the job gains.

The department reported a net loss of 1.8 million
private-sector jobs in the quarter, as 6.7 million private-
sector jobs were created and 8.5 million were lost. The
only industries that posted net job growth were health
and education and utilities.

The largest companies -- those that employed 1,000 or
more workers -- were responsible for nearly 20.7% of
job losses in the fourth quarter of 2008 and 18.2% of
job gains. Roughly 38% of private-sector workers are
employed by the largest companies.

Midsize companies reported the lowest percentage of
job losses in the fourth quarter. Those with 500 to 999
employees accounted for 5% of lost jobs; firms with 250
to 499 employees accounted for 5.9% of job losses.
Those two categories of company sizes account for
about 14% of private-sector employment.

The Labor Department's quarterly Business Employment
Dynamics data gauges employment trends across firm
size, states and industries. It covers only the private
sector.
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