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ARTEL, Inc. CARTEL") is pleased to submit these Comments to the Federal

Communications Commission ("FCC" or "Commission") supporting Stratos Government

Services, Inc. ("SGSI") Petition for Clarification or Declaratory Ruling CPetition") requesting the

Commission to confirm that the Universal Service Fund ("USF") contribution exemption for

entities that provide interstate services to public safety or govemment entities applies to entities

that provide service both as prime contractors and as subcontractors. l

I. BACKGROUND

ARTEL is an ISO 9001 certified provider of Telecommunications and Information Technology

services. With 23 years of award winning experience, ARTEL is a provider of full spectrum of

telecommunications and commercial satellite services. ARTEL is currently providing over 5 GHz

of satellite services to the Department of Defense. In addition, ARTEL is providing

telecommunications services to DHS, Department of State and other Government agencies.

1 See in re Petition for Clarification or Declaratory Ruling of Stratos Government Services, Inc., Public Notice, DA
09-2125, we Docket No. 06-122 (2009).
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ARTEL, Inc. is a, privately held, ISO 9001-2000 certified, provider of quality goods and services.

ARTEL distinguishes itself from competitors by maintaining long-tenn, trusted relationships with

its clients, its emphasis on quality products and services, and its significantly-higber-than-industry

employee retention rate. The company's primary business is for DoD and Intelligence agencies.

The company is currently providing services on 6 continents, with major offices in US, Gennany

and the Middle East.

II. THE COMMISSION SHOULD GRANT STRATOS'S PETITION

ARTEL supports SGSI's request for the Commission to confinn that entities providing

interstate telecommunications to public safety or government entities, either as a prime contractor

or as a subcontractor, are exempt from contributing to the USF. 2 Although the public policies

underlying the government services exemption establish that subcontractors'services fall squarely

within the exemption, the specific exemption language is not sufficiently clear so as to pennit

reasonable reliance by government service providers.

The government services exemption reflects the Commission's goal of minimizing the

costs of interstate telecommunications borne by governments and first responders. The

clarification sought by SGSI will advance the Commission's goal of ensuring that cost-effective

communications are available for the important public safety and other government use, regardless

of the peculiarities of government contracting relationships.

ARTEL supports SGSI's statement that the public sector benefits from the prime

contractor/subcontractor arrangement. Government contracting involves different teaming

2 The requested interpretation falls easily within the present wording of the exemption, and does not disadvantage
others. The Bureau is authorized to grant the requested relief summarily and under delegated authority. See e.g.,
Central Texas Tel. Coop. v. FCC, 402 F.3d 205 (D.C. Cir. 2005) (holding a Commission order to be "interpretive,"
and therefore not subject to rulemaking procedures, because it "sensibly conforms to the purpose and wording" of an
earlier order, citing Northern Ind. Pub. Servo v. Porter County Chapter ofthe Izaak Walton League ofAm., 423 U.S.
12 (1975). Thus, the Bureau is free to interpret a rule, without a waiver or rulemaking proceeding, so long as it
conforms to the original language and intent, a requirement SGSI's Petition satisfies.
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relationships as prime and subcontractors to provide unique cost-effective solutions by taking

advantage of the unique capabilities of service providers. ARIEL has professional relationships

with the majority of commercial carriers and satellite organizations throughout the world. ARIEL

leverages these relationships to provide unique cost-effective solutions to several government

agencies. Restricting the government services exemption to prime contractors will increase costs

of services to government entities while decreasing available service options, disadvantaging the

public interest.

III. CONCLUSION

For the forgoing reasons, ARIEL requests that the Commission grant SGSI's Petition and

clarify that entities that provide interstate telecommunications to public safety or government

entities, either as a prime contractor or as a subcontractor, are exempt from contributing to the

USF.

Respectfully submitted,

ARTEL, INC..~

By: A..

Date: 1IIIfIA·.!!" •
Dlrea;.'~
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