
 

 

LAW OFFICES 

BIRCH, HORTON, BITTNER AND CHEROT  A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

1155 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W.      SUITE 1200      WASHINGTON, D.C.  20036      TELEPHONE  (202) 659-5800      FACSIMILE  (202) 659-1027 
 
HAL R. HORTON (1944 - 1998) 
 
RONALD G. BIRCH* *  
WILLIAM H. BITTNER 
KATHRYN A. BLACK 
SUZANNE CHEROT 
ADAM W. COOK 
JON M. DEVORE* *  
CHARLES R. EBERLE†*  
GREGORY S. FISHER 
JOSEPH H. FLACK 
 

DOUGLAS S. FULLER*  
MAX D. GARNER 
DAVID KARL GROSS 
TINA M. GROVIER 
WILLIAM P. HORN*  
STEPHEN H. HUTCHINGS 
DANIEL C. KENT 
THOMAS F. KLINKNER 
DAVID E. LAMPP* ◊ 
 

STANLEY T. LEWIS 
AMY W. LIMERES 

JAMES H. LISTER* †◊ 
GREGORY A. MILLER 
JENNIFER L. OWENS, Ph.D. 
TIMOTHY J. PETUMENOS 
ELISABETH H. ROSS* *  
HOLLY C. SUOZZO 
KATE N. WILLIAMS 

OF COUNSEL: 
JENNIFER C. ALEXANDER 
KENNETH E. VASSAR 
 
 

 
 

1127 WEST SEVENTH AVENUE 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-3399 

(907) 276-1550 
FACSIMILE (907) 276-3680 

 
*     D.C. BAR 
* *   D.C. AND ALASKA BAR 

†    MARYLAND BAR 
◊     VIRGINIA BAR 
      ALL OTHERS ALASKA BAR 
 

October 29, 2009 

 

Ms. Marlene Dortch, Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street SW 

Washington, D.C.  20554 

 

RE: WC Docket No. 05-337 

 GN Docket No. 09-51 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 

 In accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s Rules, we hereby provide notice 

that on October 28, 2009, John Burke, Board Member, Vermont Public Service Board 

(“Vermont Board”), George Young, Vermont Board Policy Director, and I met with  Carol 

Simpson, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Mignon Clyburn and Jennifer Schneider, Legal 

Advisor to Commissioner Michael Copps, to discuss issues raised in the 10
th

 Circuit remand, 

Qwest Communications International Inc. v. FCC, 398 F.3d 1222 (10
th

 Cir. 2005) (“Qwest 

Remand”).  Vermont made recommendations on issues that may be included in the FCC’s 

upcoming NPRM, including a reasonable comparability benchmark, use of costs vs. rates in 

measuring comparability, statewide averaging,  the cost model, and  broadband issues.  

 

  John Burke and I also met with Carol Mattey and Rebekah Goodheart of the Broadband 

Team.   We discussed Vermont’s positions on issues in the Qwest Remand, including statewide 

averaging and the reasonable comparability benchmark.  We also discussed the relationship 

between the Qwest Remand, the broadband plan currently under development and 

comprehensive universal service reform, encouraging broadband providers to extend service to 

underserved and unserved areas, expanding the contribution base for the Universal Service Fund 

(“USF”) and USF support for broadband service.  

 

If you have any questions or require any further information, please contact undersigned 

counsel directly.  
Sincerely,  

 

Birch, Horton, Bittner and Cherot 

 
_______________________________ 

Elisabeth H. Ross 
Counsel for Vermont Public Service Board 

cc: Carol Simpson 

 Jennifer Schneider 

 Carol Mattey 

 Rebekah Goodheart  
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