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THE PROBLEMTHE PROBLEMTHE PROBLEMTHE PROBLEM::::    
 
“Channel Slamming” refers to a discriminatory tactic by cable operators to move Public, 
Education, and Government community access television channels (PEG) from “Basic 
Tier” channel positions (like Channel 22) to “Digital Tier” channel positions (Channel 
922). 
 
This tactic severely hampers the ability of potential viewers to find the local, community-
centric PEG programming. 
    
 
THE IMPACTTHE IMPACTTHE IMPACTTHE IMPACT::::    
 

• There are over 400 individual, non-profit, institutional, and service club clients 
that produce and provide over 3000 hours/year of original content for 
distribution on Public Media Network’s PEG channels.   Please see the 
attached list of PMN non-profit client producers and program providers. 

 

• Typically, about 60% of cable subscribers choose the more expensive Digital 
Tiers of service.   If Comcast’s “Channel Slam” moves forward, PEG media 
producers could lose access to approximately 40% of their potential audience 
for City Council meetings, School Board meetings, health and fitness 
programming, foreign language news, religious services, local sports, local 
election coverage etc.    

 

• Although initiated by Comcast, we believe the channel slamming tactic would 
be implemented by other cable operators unless the FCC takes action. 

 
 
THE SOLUTIONTHE SOLUTIONTHE SOLUTIONTHE SOLUTION::::    
 

• The FCC grants the Declaratory Ruling requested by the City of Dearborn 
and Meridian Township, establishing that PEG channels remain on Basic Tier 
positions accessible by ALL subscribers to a cable system with no additional 
hardware or expense. 

    
Public Media Network (PMN)Public Media Network (PMN)Public Media Network (PMN)Public Media Network (PMN)    
Providing community media services to: 
 
 City of Kalamazoo, MI 
 City of Parchment, MI 
 Comstock Township, MI 
 Oshtemo Township, MI 
 Kalamazoo Township, MI 


