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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
In the Motter of

Improving Public Safety Communications in the
800 MHz Band

WT Docket No. 02-55

Petition for Rulemaking

The National Regional Planning Council (NRPC) in collaboration with Canadian Border Region

800 MHz Regional Chairpersons, requests the Federal Communications CommIssion ("Commission")

clarify 47 CFR §90.61 9 to permit all Canadian border region (UCBR") licensees to continue to operate

on the 866.869 MH2: former international mUTual aid channels (post-rebanding channels 71 1, 731, 751,

771 and 791). The NRPC believes this is consistent with the Agreement between the United States and

Canada I and is necessary for international public safety mutual aid in the CBR. Specifically, the

agreement states:

2.1 (c)
Shared ClKlnnels

80th countries ogree thot· the followin~ paired channels are to be available as public safety muhml aid channels:

821.0125 MHz: calling
821.5125 MHz
822.0J 25 MHz:
822.5125 MHz
823.0125 MHz

866.0125 MHz: calling
866.5125 MHz
867.01 25 MHz:
867..5125 MHz
868,01 25 MHz

These chonnels are available to both countries in all areas. Usage of these channels in the border area may be locally
coordinated In occ<)rdance with the general shoring principles. These channels are to be 25 kHz wide, and within the
Shoring and Prote<:tlon Zones neither country shall assign any frequencies closer than 25 kHz to any of these mutual aid
chonnels.

In the Commission's Second Report and Order2, it states the above channels will be designated

Canadian primary f.:Jr continued mutual aid use on the Canadian side of the border. Additionally, the

I Arrangement Between the Department of Communications of Canada and the Federal Communications Commission of
the United States of America Concerning the Use of the Bands 821 to 824 MHz and 866 to 869 MHz Along the Canada­
United States Border. September 17, 1990.

2 In the Matter of Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band. New 800 MHz Band Plan for U.s. ­
Canada Border Regions. WTDocket 02-55. Second Report and Order. DA 08-1094. May 9, 2008.



The NRPC believes that the agreement between the United States and Canada. permits the use"c;f'th~se

channels by United States' eligible entitles for public safety mutllol did operations without further

modification. Acc1)rdlngly, the NRPC requests the Commission take expedient action to update'A7CFR

§90.619 to permit the use of these,channels i)n a primary basis by public.safefyellgible entitlesWithirt

th'f! CBR, 0$ currently defined as Canadian Border Regions l • 6, for international mutual aid, eoi'lslst-ent
. .

with the terms of the international agreement. Additionally, the NRPC requests th'ot ESMR licensesin'the

CBR be required t-o protect all internatlonal mutual aid opera1ions on these channels.

Respectfully submltt&d,

Alan Bull
Chairman, NRPC
Vice';ChairmQn~'Re-gion 39 Tenness'ee
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Region 43 - Washington
David Mendel
Chairman

Region 12 - Idaho
Sian Passey
Chairman

Region 25 - Montana
Bill Jameson
Chairman

Region 30 - New York
David Cook
Chairman

Region 32 - North Dakota
Rick Hessinger
Convener

Region 22 - Minnesota
Tim Lee
Chairman

Region 21 - Michigan
Keilh Bradshaw
Chairman

Region 19 - New England
Jerry Zarwanski
Chairman
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Region 33 - Ohio
Paul Mayer
Chairman

Region 36 - Pennsylvania
John Rownlree
Chairman

Region 55 - New York
Sleven Sharpe
Chairman


