
The state of Idaho allocated money through a grant to support the establishment of DSL service but

Verizon from the CEO down tells us to wait for fiber optic cable. Fiber optic service will not happen in

rural areas because the cable will not be laid long distances for only a few. When pushed, they will

admit fiber optic will not happen in the outlying areas. According to the engineers, all that needs to be

done for DSL is to install a computer card in the local switching station to establish service. No cable

needs to be laid, unlike fiber optic service.

 

For many there is no other option for broadband. They don't have clear southern exposure for satellite

broadband. There is no wireless service or microwave service available. Even when other services

are available, they are prohibitively expensive compared to DSL. DSL technology has developed

where the quality of the equipment has improved and the cost has gone down.

 

Having broadband is key for not only economic development, it is key to economic survival. With all

the money that is invested in our economic recovery, this investment is small and the return huge.


