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Dear Ms. Dortch:

On December 7, 2009, members of the Board of the CBS Television Network
Affiliates Association Tim Busch, Scott Blumenthal, Kirk Black, and Phil Lane, along with
counsel Jonathan Blake and Jennifer Johnson, met with Commissioner Baker, her Media
Advisor, Brad Gillen, and Millie Kerr; Sherrese Smith, Media Advisor to Chairman
Genachowski; Commissioner Clyburn and her Media Advisor, Rick Kaplan; and Commissioner
McDowell and his Media Advisor, Rosemary Harold.

The parties discussed the myriad ways in which local television broadcasters
serve the public. For example, local broadcasters are -- and have been for years -- the most used
and most trusted source of news in the country. Broadcasting isthe only reliable
communications system to simultaneously transmit potentially life-saving information to
virtually all members of the public in times of emergency or national crisis. These benefits
accrueto virtually al Americans, including those who subscribe to cable and satellite, because
the local content these carriers provide originates on broadcast stations.

Local broadcast stations are also using their digital spectrum to efficiently provide
new services to the public, including HDTV, multicasting, zoned broadcast services, and mobile
DTV -- new services that would be thwarted under various scenarios that would marginalize
broadcasters’ spectrum resources and that have been suggested in the Commission’ s broadband
discussion.

The parties also explained how broadcasting plays a critical role in the nation’s
wireless communications system. In virtually all markets, local television stations are the only



COVINGTON & BURLING LLp

source of local video news and emergency alerts. In addition, broadcasting is a highly-efficient
means to deliver high-bandwidth video content and high-definition television programming to a
mass audience. The National Broadband Plan should take a consumer-focused approach to
spectrum management that recognizes broadcasters' contribution to the nation’ s broadband
future.

Except in the meeting with Commissioner McDowell and Rosemary Harold, the
CBS affiliate representatives pointed out that (1) the retransmission consent principle allows
broadcasters to bargain with cable and satellite carriers with respect to their programming
content, as do all other providers of programming to cable and satellite operators; (2) the fees
they obtain in these free-market negotiations are a fraction of the fees charged by cable
programmers despite substantially lower ratings for cable programming; and (3) retransmission
consent fees are an important support for the localized services that broadcasters deliver to their
communities. Any requirement that broadcasters continue to provide their programming to
carriers during retransmission consent disputes would encourage the filing of carrier complaints
and undercut broadcasters' ability to engage in fair, free-market negotiations.

Please address any questions to the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,
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Jonathan Blake
Counsel to the CBS Television
Networ k Affiliates Association
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