
BEFORE THE 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, DC 20554 

____________________________________ 
      ) 
In the Matter of    ) GN Docket No. 09-47, 09-51, 09-137 
      ) 
BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT AND  )  
ADOPTION ON TRIBAL LANDS  ) 
      )    
NBP Public Notice # 5    ) 
      ) 
____________________________________) 
 
To:  The Commission 

 
 
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF UNITED KEETOOWAH BAND OF CHEROKEE INDIANS 
ON NBP PUBLIC NOTICE #5 

 
 
 

 The United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians (“UKB”) hereby submits these Reply 

Comments in response to the Public Notice issued by the Federal Communications Commission 

(“Commission”) in the above-captioned proceedings.1  The UKB is a federally recognized tribe 

of Cherokee Indians headquartered in Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  The UKB has over 14,300 

members, with over 95% living within UKB’s historic boundaries, which consist of 14 counties 

in Northeastern Oklahoma known as the Old Cherokee Nation.2  Through its Tribal Council, 

which is led by its elected Chief, George G. Wickliffe, the UKB provides a variety of 

governmental, educational, cultural, health and welfare services and programs to its members.   

                                                      

 1 See Public Notice, Comment Sought on Broadband Deployment and Adoption on Tribal 
Lands, NBP Notice #5, DA 09-2093 (rel. Sept. 23, 2009). 

 2 These Oklahoma counties are Adair, Cherokee, Craig, Delaware, Mayes, McIntosh, Muskogee, 
Nowata, Ottawa, Rogers, Sequoyah, Tulsa, Wagoner, and Washington. 
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 Broadband services are widely available in Tahlequah, and UKB has leveraged this 

connectivity for the benefit of its members, including by operating a public computer center in 

Tahlequah.  However, UKB members who live in the more rural environs outside of the city 

continue to have little or no broadband access.  Terrestrial broadband services simply are not 

available in these areas and satellite-based broadband is priced out of reach of most members.  

As a result, members of the UKB living in the rural areas surrounding Tahlequah cannot share in 

the myriad of benefits offered by broadband.  They effectively are deprived of the cultural, 

educational, and economic opportunities available to the vast majority of the country.  As 

Internet access becomes an increasingly important part of day-to-day life for most people 

nationwide, the adverse impact of the lack of broadband access available to rurally located UKB 

members is only compounded.  

 For this reason, UKB endorses the thoughtful and thorough recommendations provided 

by Native Public Media (“NPM”) and the National Congress of American Indians (“NCAI”) in 

their comments (“Joint Comments”) filed in this proceeding3 and in the comprehensive study 

(“Study”) of the use of broadband on Tribal Lands prepared by NPM in conjunction with the 

New American Foundation Open Technology Initiative.4  Specifically, UKB supports the 

conclusions in the Joint Comments and Study that:  

 

                                                      

 3 Joint Comments of Native Public Media and The National Congress of American 
Indians:  Broadband for Tribal Nation Building, GN Dockets Nos. 09-47, 09-51, 09-137 (filed 
November 9, 2009). 

 4 Traci L. Morris & Sascha D. Meinrath, New Media, Technology and Internet Use in 
Indian Country:  Quantitative and Qualitative Analyses, published by the Native Public Media 
(Nov. 19, 2009). 
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• The Commission should develop a formal joint Native Nations/FCC Broadband Task 

Force to foster cooperation and collaboration between Tribal leaders and the FCC 

with respect to efforts to increase broadband availability and adoption on Tribal 

Lands; 

• A Tribal Office should be created within the Commission to focus Commission 

resources on the unique challenges posed by the improvement of broadband and other 

communications-related infrastructure and services on Tribal Lands; 

 

• The Commission should mandate representation for Tribes on the Federal State Joint 

Board on Universal Service to ensure that Tribal interests are fully represented during 

consideration of shifting the focus of Universal Service Fund resources to broadband;  

 

• The Commission should develop a Tribal Lands Broadband Fund Program under the 

Universal Service Fund to help alleviate the unusually low broadband penetration and 

subscribership rates on Tribal Lands; and  

 

• The Commission should reform its E-Rate and Rural Health Care Programs to enable 

the most effective and widespread utilization on Tribal Lands of broadband 

infrastructure funded under these programs. 
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UKB recognizes the current impact and future potential of broadband to enhance the 

cultural, educational, and economic opportunities available to its members.  Accordingly, we 

look forward to working with the Commission to realize these benefits. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

UNITED KEETOOWAH BAND 
OF CHEROKEE INDIANS  
 
 
By:  _/s/ George G. Wickliffe ______________ _ 
George G. Wickliffe  
Chief, United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians  
2450 South Muskogee Avenue 
Tahlequah, OK 74464 
918-431-1818  
gwickliffe@unitedkeetoowahband.org  

Phil Marchesiello 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
1333 New Hampshire Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
202-887-4348 
pmarchesiello@akingump.com 
 
It’s Counsel 

 
December 9, 2009 
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