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Brantlcy County Board of Education ("BCBOE"),licensee of Educational Broadband
Service ("EBS") Station WLX683, submits this lener urging the Commission to adopt the
EBS "white space" licensing rules proposed by the National EBS Association
("NEBSA") in its Comments filed on September 22, 2008.

BeBOE is a public school board based in Nahunta, Georgia It provides educational and
vocational services to approximately 3,500 students in grades K-12. BCBOE recently
entered into a lease of its excess capacity to Main Street Broadband LLC ("Main Street"),
which will be launching WiMax service in Jesup and several other towns in Southeast
Georgia in the next few months. Main Slreel has received funding from the Rural
Utilities Service to construct and operate wireless broadband systems in rural areas in
southern Georgia and Florida. and its lease with BeBOE assists in the delivery of
broadband and educational services in these areas.

BCBOE has reviewed the record in this proceeding to assess the benefits that the various
proposals offer to students, faculty and school administration, as well as the broadband
demands of the community at large. BCBOE believes that incumhentlicensees should be
afforded the opportunity to expand their Geographic Service Areas ("GSAs") before the
Commission accepts any new applications for remaining white spaces. and therefore
endorses the proposal advanced by NEBSA. BCBOE notes that this proposal is
supported by numerous statewide educational organizations,! regional educational

I !ke CommenlS of the lndiana Higher Educatioo Tele<:ommunication System, WT Docket Nos. 03-66, et
01., filed Sept. 22, 2008; Letter from David L Crouch, President, South Carolina Educational Television
Commission, to Marlene Ii. Dortch, Sccretnry, FCC, WT Docket Nos. 03-66. el oJ.• dated June II. 2009:
leiter from Gene Purcell, Executive Director, Wisconsin Educational Communications Board, to Marlene
H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, WT Docket Nos. 03.-66. et oj.• dated June 10,2009; Letter from Ralph Caruso.
Chief Information Officer, University of Maine System, to Marlene H. DoJ1ch, Secretary, FCC, WT Docket
Nos. 03-66. et aI., dated June 10,2009.
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consortia2 and other licensees] and will enable these benefits to be achieved more
expeditiously.

In the case of BCBOE, its GSA would expand to cover a dozeo adjaceot aod nearby low
income, rural communities in southeast Georgia that do not receive service today and
would provide Main Streetlhe spectrum necessary to offer broadband internet service to
residences, anchor institutions and the many educational facilities in those communities
These "white space" areas lie between other GSAs and in some cases are small slivers
that encompass parts of multiple Basic Trading Areas and thus might be too difficult to
serve under inherent operational constraints and antenna height benchmarking
restrictions. In short, these areas might never receive service unless they were included
within the GSA ofan existing station with economic, educational and service ties to the
BCBOE GSA. NEBSA's GSA maximization proposal is the best meaos to ensure that
these areas are able to receive WiMax service, and receive it expeditiously and efficiently
as part of Main Street's planned regional system.

Moreover, BeBOE believes that adopting NEBSA's proposal expeditiously would be
consistent with the need to extend broadband service to rural, unserved and underserved
areas aod other Congressional broadband stimulus objectives, as implemented through
the American Recovery aod Reinvestment Act of 2009. BCBOE thus urges the
Commission to adopt the NEBSA proposal expeditiously.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Drew Sauls, Superintendent

2 See Reply Comments of Bellville Independent School District. el oJ., WT Dockel Nos. 03-66, el 0/.. filed
Oct. 22, 2008.
1 See Comments ofThe Source of Leaming, Inc., WT Docket Nos. 03-66, el oJ., filed Sept 22, 2008
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