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Gannett Broadcasting owns television stations in 19 markets across the country,
providing local news and programming in large markets, such as Washington, D.C., Atlanta, and
Denver, and smaller markets, such as Bangor, Maine and Greensboro, North Carolina. I am
writing to share some of the new spectrum applications that we are beginning to roll out in our
markets, as well as to highlight some of the critical public service that our digital broadcasting
efforts provide to our communities.

The recent transition to all-digital broadcasting provides local television stations
with the opportunity to transmit their programming to mobile devices. Digital mobile
broadcasting will allow a consumer to tune into a local television station on a Blackberry, iPhone
or cell phone and receive the same robust digital image that is available on a television. We plan
to first introduce mobile television in two markets, Washington, D.C.'s WUSA and Atlanta,
Georgia's WATL, before expanding it nationally.

Mobile DTV will not only pennit us to meet our audiences' clear demands for
mobility. It also will pennit us to more effectively meet the needs of our communities in time of
emergency and crisis. h will pennit us to provide emergency alerts on a one-to-many basis that
would otherwise clog one-to-one systems such as cellular; it will pemlit viewers to have access
to emergency information when they are mobile, not just whcn they are watching television; it
will allow the best weather information in the industry to be in the pockets of every viewer in our
markets. Mobile DTV is an innovative way for us (0 deliver critical local news and information
to viewers, and we are focused on maximizing our spectrum and making this service available to
viewers as quickly as possible.

We will also continue to use our spectrum to deliver the highest quality local
journalism to our viewers on primary and multicast channels. We are proud of the work of our
teams across the country, who are providing remarkable news and infonnation programming to
our communities of license. Our teams continue 10 look for innovative ways to serve our
audiences. For example, Station WUSA(TV), Washington, D.C., combines its broadcast
experience with the expertise of print journalists to produce an hour-long "Defense News"
program that focuses on national and international defense and military issues that are important
to the Washington area. As another example of local focus, many of our stations produce
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extensive coverage of important local events. Station WBIR-TV, Knoxville, Tennessee, recently
produced in-depth, long¥form coverage of the trial of four people accused of killing a young
couple in the community. We not only covered the breaking news, but we showed viewers how
the judicial process works throughout the process of the arrest, prosecution and trial. Our teams
regularly expose local scams, and during tornadoes, wild fires, and hurricanes, we warn viewers
about power outages and other hazards. In Little Rock, one viewer recently told us that "KTHV
and Ed Buckner saved my family's lives."

There really is no question that our programming helps save lives, both in its
news, weather and emergency coverage and in our local feature programming as well. In
addition to emergency weather coverage, our public health programming has had an enormous,
positive impact on our communities. Each year, Station KUSA-TV, Denver, Colorado, airs
coverage ofa local health fair that provides screenings to those in need. Thousands get medical
treatment that they would not otherwise be able to afford for treatable diseases and illness. We
teamed up with the National Breast Cancer Foundation to put together shows and segments to
explain how the early detection of breast cancer can save lives. Thousands of women signed up
for their very own "Early Detection Program." Of course, our role in disseminating information
is all the more effective because of the trust our viewers have in our coverage.

Our stations have a true public service orientation and have been successful in
taking a leadership role in focusing attention on community problems in need of community
solutions. A number of our stations have created "Hero Central" and "Military Hero" specials
that connect local individuals in need of help and local heroes who can help them. Our coverage
has had a broad impact on local viewers, as the outpouring of positive viewer comments from a
recent example, WXIA, Atlanta, Georgia's special entitled "Presents with a Purpose,"
demonstrates. After both Hurricanes Hugo and Katina, Station WBIR-TV, Knoxville,
Tennessee, "adopted" cities struck by disaster and did several shows and specials connecting
Knoxville residents with those cities. Knoxville viewers struck by the coverage provided food,
emergency equipment, and Christmas gifts to the recovering communities. WBIR viewers also
contributed Over $1 million to buy a fire engine for the city of New York after the events of
September 11,2001. Station WXIA(TV), Atlanta, Georgia, worked with NBC to connect a
soldier in Iraq with his wife so he could see his newborn daughter. These are only a few
examples of the programming that our stations broadcast every day in our communities.

Local broadcasting enjoys a unique relationship with its viewers. We can help
parents find a missing child, help police catch criminals on the loose, and help children get
adopted. As we move into Mobile DTV and add mobility to the tools we can use to serve our
communities, we are truly creating a next-generation digital broadcasting industry that can help
provide news and emergency information to populations across the United States that otherwise
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would be disenfranchised. We are an integral part of each of our communities, and our ability to
continue to serve our markets should be of paramount concern during any discussion of
reallocating broadcast spectrum.

Respectfully submitted,

David Lougee
President
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The Hon. Robert McDowell
The Hon. Mignon Clyburn
The Hon. Meredith Baker
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