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Re: Petition for Undue Burden Exemption
from Closed Captioning Rules

This letter is submitted pursuant to 47 C.P.R. §79.1(f) and requests an
exemption on behalf of Bethel Baptist Church from the FCC's closed
captioning rules based on undue burden. In accordance with 47 C.P.R.
§79.1 (f)(4), the original and two copies of this letter and all support are being
provided.

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Bethel Baptist Church is a donor supported non-profit organization
under the laws of the state of Indiana. Since March of 2009, we have
produced a weekly 30-minute video program called "The Living Word".
"The Living Word" is a program that teaches the Word of God and sacrifice
of Jesus Christ for all of mankind. "The Living Word" is locally produced in­
house by Bethel Baptist Church staff, and is broadcast to the public on
WHMB-TV 40, Indianapolis. Bethel Baptist Church pays WHMB $650 per
program to air the show over its broadcast facilities.
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Captioning the program would present an undue burden for several
reasons. First, since we do not have the resources to caption the program
ourselves, it would have to be sent to an outside source for captioning.
Second, the added production cost for captioning would make production of
the program unaffordable and the time for captioning would make meeting
WHMB air-date deadlines impossible. Pinally, a captioning requirement
would ultimately cause us to either terminate or severely limit production of
the program, and cause us to lose viewers and supporters who would no
longer be able to regularly view the program. We have discussed with
WHMB the possibility of their assisting us in captioning the program at no
cost, but they have advised us that they do not have the necessary resources or
staffing to perform captioning on our behalf.
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Bethel Baptist Church respectfully submits that the basis for its
captioning exemption request based on undue burden is practically identical to
the facts justifying undue burden exemptions in the Commission's 2006
Memorandum Opinion & Order, In Re: Anglers for Christ Ministries, Inc. &
New Beginning Ministries Petitions for Exemption from Closed Captioning
Requirements, CGB-CC-0005 and -0007,21 FCC Rcd 10094 (September 12,
2006). In light of that precedent, and the facts set forth in this letter, we
respectfully request that Bethel Baptist Church be granted an undue burden
exemption from the captioning requirements for "The Living Word".
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In support of our request, we provide a copy of certain documents
establishing Bethel Baptist Church's non-profit status. In addition, as
pennitted by §1.16 of the Commission's rules, we are providing a Declaration
Under Penalty of Perjury in support of the facts set forth in this request for
exemption in lieu of the affidavit required by §79.1 (f)(9). Should the
Commission require additional infonnation, please contact the undersigned
individual.

Respectfully:

Bethel Baptist Church

By: ~~~rYo
PrintedName: Randall Parker

Title: Senior Pastor
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STATE OF INDIANA

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SECBB'l'A.l.Y 01' STATE

To Whom These Presenls Come, Greeting:

WHEREAS, Articles of Incorporation, duly signed and acknowledged, have been

filed in the office of the Secretary of State on the 23rd day of MarCh_._.

19 71 for the organization of:
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH. INC.

Under and in accordance with the provisions of an Act entitled:

"An Act for the Incorporation, organization and reincorporation

of churches, religious societies and religious organizations," ap-

proved March 3, 1943.

NOW, THEREFORE, I; the Secretary of State of the State of Indiana, do hereby

certify _that said Articles are DOW of record and on file in this office.

In Wit,J8SS lr-'hereoj. I have hereill/io sel 1IIJ

hatld and affixed the seal ojlhe Slale oj 1"dilma,

at the City of Itldiatlapolis, this Zlrd daJ'

f H.rch 710 , 19_.

----::-:-:;=--:----::-=,...-,------ - -- .
LAMY A. tONIIAD

By. ~ _



l~onn 81'-105 Sf'll 4965 (Rev 1.100) lndiann Department of Revenue General Sales Tax Exemption Certificate
'OJis form.l1 ~~tJ~~e II'~ ns }\gricul Iml Of Ulility EIcmpuoD Certificate. COl"l'lpany &.cmplion CertifiClltA are Dol valid for personall!urchoscs.
Nome J::;.m,.l. i"'5A tt, 'UK TID#tJa).3'/z'{oI9 -axJ-{)
Address (,IO. 'F Dote -,Q~S;~,/ZiJ,~!.'o",z.==-- _
City Gil.lil;;Al,:i/i:/{j St.~ :rNDiAJlA Zip Code -,:J.1",r;~/.::1i'7,,- _

[8] Blanlcet 0 Single Purr-hose De.'lCriplim of Articles _

o Sale:- to RetliJa.. \VhoJestIler or Monubchm:r for Ren.le Only

o S11le of Manufacturing Machinl"'.ry, Tools and Equipmem to be Used.Dire:tly iD Direct ProducdoD

o Salea to NM.-for-Profil Org=~OM. Claillling Excmpl Pun:bux:s Pummn\ to S1lles 'fmc.~tian Bulletin #10

Note: MiW)' pu~h.'Ues by NlJt-for-Profit Orgnnizations ore subject to Sales Tax; therefore. purcb85l3.a1'e Oludoned to read. Soles T.:IX InfcrrIuDdon Bulletin -#10 before
signing this certific.'1lc.

o Sates to Govcmll'lem3.1 Units
o Other tEll-plain) -;:;:- --,:=-....:. _

1h~by ~fy under tbc pcanlties 01 pc:dlny. thilt the P. U~lI exemption certificate is TQ be used for nremPl purpose
plusUant to the Stolle Gross RelDiI SOlES Tax Act. / A,. I (") _

Signotnre------------A=.."""="7=<LL;'T-tc=""'----Titl. ;.rs;>a.iAff. ~ L


