
1350 I Street, NW, Suite 1260, Washington, DC 20005                                          (202) 457-8816 FAX 
 

 
 

January 8, 2010 
 

Tina Pidgeon 
 (202) 457-8812 

tpidgeon@gci.com 

 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
Re: International Comparison and Consumer Survey Requirements in the Broadband Data 

Improvement Act; A National Broadband Plan for Our Future; Inquiry Concerning the 
Deployment of Advanced Telecommunications Capability to All Americans in a 
Reasonable and Timely Fashion and Possible Steps to Accelerate Such Deployment 
Pursuant to section 706 of the Telecommunications Act; Federal-State Joint Board on 
Universal Service; Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service High-Cost Universal 
Service Support, GN Docket Nos. 09-47, 09-51, and 09-137, CC Docket No. 96-45 and 
WC Docket No. 05-337, Notice of Oral Ex Parte Presentation   

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On January 7, 2010, on behalf of GCI, I met separately with Angela Kronenberg, Legal 
Advisor to Commissioner Clyburn; Christi Shewman, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Baker; 
and Priya Aiyar, Legal Advisor to Chairman Genachowski regarding the above-referenced 
proceedings.  GCI summarized the points made in its comments on NBP Public Notice #5 
regarding broadband deployment and adoption on tribal lands, as well as NBP Public Notice #11 
regarding middle mile deployment, and NBP Public Notice # 19 regarding universal service.1  
GCI underscored that at least comparable revenue flows from the Universal Service fund as a 
whole are necessary to be able to address the entire Alaska market.  GCI discussed that this can 
be accomplished by preserving comparable revenue flows in support of end user distribution 
network, critical to continued deployment and maintenance of networks Alaska, as with all 
Tribal Lands; and allowing use of high-cost funds to support broadband network upgrades across 
a carrier’s high-cost areas, irrespective of service area boundaries.  The attached documents were 
provided as part of the discussion.   

 
 

                                                 
1 See, e.g., Comments of General Communication, Inc. – NBP Public Notice #5, GN Docket Nos. 09-47, 09-51, and 
09-137 (filed Nov. 9, 2009); Comments of General Communication, Inc. – NBP Public Notice #11, GN Docket Nos. 
09-47, 09-51, and 09-137 (filed Nov. 4, 2009); Comments of General Communication, Inc. – NBP Public Notice 
#19, GN Docket Nos. 09-47, 09-51, and 09-137 (filed Dec. 7, 2009). 



Ms. Marlene Dortch 
January 8, 2010 
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Please address any questions to the undersigned.  
 

     Sincerely, 
 
  
     /s/ 
     Tina Pidgeon 
 
Attachments 
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 “I thought you would enjoy the picture attached, taken yesterday, December 1, as I made a 60-mile swing on the snowmachine trail checking out 
RW (rural wireless) equipment issues in "The Tundra Villages", i.e. Atmautluak, Nunapitchuk and Kasigluk. About five miles out of Atmautluak 
heading back to Bethel I stopped when I came across these young GCI customers who had a broken chain drive in the middle of a frozen lake. In 
the old days this would have been a real emergency, but the young man told me, ‘No problem.’ He had just used his GCI cell phone to call his 
dad to come give them a tow back to their house. When I snapped the picture he was on the line with his parts supplier, ordering a new drive chain 
so he could pick up parts in Kasigluk and hopefully fix the machine same day. The terrain in the middle of the frozen lake was flat enough that 
standing on the seat gave him the height he needed to complete a call. (The bushes in the picture are actually trail markers planted by Atmautluak 
Search and Rescue). These young people acted like it was no big deal at all. It seems that all of us in the GCI Rural Wireless projects have 
ushered in a paradigm shift for Bush Alaska. I stayed until their tow arrived; their dad was also a GCI Rural Wireless believer, of course.” 

Dan Picazo, GCI Field Maintenance Tech 
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