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RE: Ex Parte Presentation of the PPM Coalition
in Mil Docket No. 08-187

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The PPM Coalition would like to draw the Commission's attention to
the attached article. which was published in "Inside Radio" on Thursday, January 7,
2010. The article recounts the reaction of John Dickey, Chief Operating Officer of
Cumulus Media, Inc. ("Cumulus"), to recent press reports of progress allegedly
being made by Arbitron, Inc. in improving the sample performance of its Portable
People Meter ("PPM") surveys.

Although Cumulus programs to general radio audiences, Mr. Dickey
notes some of the same problems that members of the PPM Coalition have
experienced with radio stations that targel minority audiences. He believes that
Arbitron's recent reports of improvements are '·glossing over the real issues..' Mr.
Dickey notes that PPM surveys display ··wobbles" that don·t reflect consumer
behavior. but are caused by a woefully low sample size. He noted that Arbitron has
resisted using a 100% address·based sampling methodology. which would help
capture more minorities as well as improve the representation of ccll·phone·only
households. Although Arbitron claimed that it is making progress in improving PPM
sample performance, its samples fall far short of the government estimates of the
percentage of U.S. households that have disconnected their landlinc phones.



'-The only thing that matters is the quality of the sample and the
sample size," according to Mr. Dickey. It's important that stations get a far more
factual. accurate ratings report. The PPM Coalition shares Mr. Dickey's
observations.

Sincerely,

David 1-1. Pawlik
Counsel to tbe PPM Coalition
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