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Re: eN Docket N'o. 09-191

Dear Chai11.na11 Genachow.ski nnd FCC Commissioners:

As an nttorney and someone who hilS a longtime involvc111elllin th€ political process,
cOllununity developmc1il:t and. rural issues, rm wl'iting to weigh in on eN Docket No.
09-191, In the Maller ofl'resc1'ving a.n Open Internet. 1trust you'll giv~ my pcr~rH?clive

careful consicler<:ttion a.s yOll address the needs of !'ural c.;ummunitics nnd their unique
cirCUl1istances with regard to Tntel'nel regulation and universal broadband acc0.Ss.

Broadhnnd access !'low re~chcs Ulto even the most remote or l'ural parts of the United
States, but more work is needed. The Pew Intern~t & AmcricCll''l Life proj~ct found thal
in 2005, 24 percent of 1'1.11·al A1l1eriC1;:\n~ had high-speed Intern~tconnections at h()In~,

compared with 39 percent of U1"bLi1'\ t11id sLlburban dwellers. No doubt those nU11"lbers

have improved as access and adoption r;:Jtcs hnve continued to grow ill Pine Bluff una
elsewhere. The fact fE:!mains that tural Anl.ericans flre less likely to hav~ online accet3s
than non-rural Alnericans and, by extension, their usage rnt0.S wi.ll also be lower.

I wholehearledly support your effort lo advancE:! initiatives ninl.ed at providing cve~'y

AluericCln 3ccess to high-speed Int~rnet service. However, there's l"eaSOll Lo carefully
consider other t:CC policies that could hupac..i thl~ universal broadband cffort. I aIH

concerned thnt the regulations proposed in Dock~t09-191 n'\JY curtail fLlture invest1"l1ent
i1nd leave rural Americans ,vi lhout a high-tlpecd C01111ection to the world.



Congre~s has previously Inad~ clear thal the FCC should rely first 011 IT\arket forceS I

rather than rcgulatior\, to pron1ole continued development Jnd evolution of the
Internct. Let us conn~ct, not disconn~C't. l'ural AmcricLl.. The prorn;,SC of hi?;h-speed
Inlernet in rural conunllnitics and larg(~r cities like Pin(~ Bluff off~rs hope for better
education, acces~ to healLh care ill1d a Il\Ore level playing field for businesses looking to
grow Lind prosp~r in this challenging CC'onolny.


