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Charlotte Mecklenburg Black Chamber of Commerce

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: GN Docket No. 09-191

January 08, 2010

Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf of the more than 50 small business members of the Charlotte

Mecklenburg Black Chamber of Commerce to urge you to "make haste slowly" on what some

have dubbed "net neutrality."

Located in one of the country's financial centers, with a young and educated population, our

members are intimately familiar with the benefits of the Internet. For our members, broadband

technology facilitates economies of scope and scale, business development opportunities and

continuing education. It also opens educational opportunities that help children succeed in

school and then prosper in the workforce.

I urge you to carefully weigh the likely impact on CMBCC members and their community of the

decisions required in this docket. Retaining existing jobs and attracting new ones are top

economic priorities in Charlotte, especially in the wake of the blows to the nation's financial

sector; The ubiquity, capacity and speed of the network directly impact the potential for growth

of the Charlotte small business community. Therefore, we are convinced of the need to

continue promoting and encouraging investment in broadband and in upgrading and improving

the communications infrastructure.
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As business people, we understand the private sector will be called upon for these investments.

And we believe that those companies must be permitted to manage their resources and assets

accordingly. It is imperative that we avoid any new regulations which would stifle their

incentive for investment or reduce the prospects for further technological innovation.

By stimulating additional broadband deployment, the FCC has a tremendous opportunity to

positively impact lives across the country. Conversely, hasty decisions could widen the digital

divide for African Americans, throw stumbling blocks on the road to economic recovery, and

irreparably damage productive markets. Please proceed with care.

Sincerely,

t~~~
Charlotte Mecklenburg Black Chamber of Commerce

330 S Tryon Street ICharlotte, NC 28202 I704.378.1369 I www.cmhcc.org


