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Chairman Julius Genachowski
Commissioner Meredith Attvwell Baker
Commissioncr Mignon Clyburn
Commissioncr Michacl J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. Mc¢Dowell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Strect, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: GN Docket No. 09-191
January 8. 2010
Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioncers;

Thanlk you for the opportunity to comment on fhe Commission’s Open Internct Notice of Proposed
Rulemaling. Parents Allies for Student Success (PASS) is 2 nonprofit organization that aims to
develop curriculum, recruit allies and teach thein how to teach parvents the art of advocating for
student success. It has long becn recognized that parent involvement positively impacts childiren’s
performance in school. So it is our goal to equip parents with the skills and tools necessary for their
children’s academic succcess,

Itis obvious to us that a student’s learning is not finishied ance he or she lives school at the end of the
day. Asstudernts complicte their homewnrk and conduct research at their homes. thev need resources o
hetp them. Wihile most students hiave access to the Internet and computers at school. ot all of them
enjoy the same connectivity at home. Ara Commission mcering in September, it was stated that four
out of five parents say the Internet helps their children with their scltoolwork. But what about rthe
students who do not have the apportunity to access online resources? Through the National
Broadband Plan. the FCC has an opportunity 1o correct disparities in home broadband adoption
before more students are affected by the digital divide.

According to Connceted Nation, only one-third of low-income families with children have a home
broadband conncction. In an increasingly information-based society, this is unacceptable, especially
when home [nternet connections have a bearing on future academic success. like college enrollment.

the effect that the NPRM's net ncutrality regulations couyld have on thosc
W hope that the TCC will continue ta

We arc apprehensive about
rather than enacting policies that enuld

who arc unserved and underserved by hroadband technology.
work towards universal broadhand deployment and adoption,

delav this objecetive.
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Jur nation’s fut itiveness and suecess are ¢o
hroadband technology. Our nation’s futurc COMpentiveness an

effort.
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Talmadge T. Williams, Piu.D
President

Sincerely,



