
From: Carlos Manjarrez [mailto:CManjarrez@IMLS.GOV]
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2009 11:01 PM
To: Elana Berkowitz
Cc: Mamie Bittner; Everett Henderson
Subject: library / one stops in high unemployment areas

Hi Elana,

I've attached an Excel document with all of the information we discussed over email. The
document includes the following tables:

1. Nationallevel statistics of the number of counties with libraries and One Stop employment centers (see tab
"HU_cnty_fre~vI")

2. State level statistics listing the following information for each state (tab HU_stateJesource_vI):
a. Number of counties that are in the top third of the nation in terms of unemployment
b. Total state population (Census 2008 estimates)
c. Population estimate for all high unemployment counties
d. Percent of the state's population that reside in those high unemployment counties
e. Total number of One Stop employment centers in those high unemployment counties
f. Total number oflibrary outlets (main libraries and library branches) in the high unemployment

counties

3. A county level table (tab HU_cntyJesource_vl) that includes:
a. County name
b. July 2008 county unemployment rate (not seasonally adjusted)
c. County population size
d. Number of library outlets in the county
e. Number of One Stops (comprehensive and affiliates) in the county
f. Number of public access computer resources (in libraries) for that county

There are a couple of things to note in these figures. First, states that did not have counties with
unemployment rates above 10.2% are not represented in this analysis. There are 8 states that did
not make it into the analysis. Those states are: Connecticut, Delaware, Iowa, Hawaii, New
Hampshire, Utah, Vermont and Wyoming.

Second, the population figures provide a very important qualification for this analysis. As you
know counties vary widely in geography and population size. So simply knowing the number of
counties that rank high in unemployment doesn't tell you all that much about the magnitude of
the unemployment problem within a given state. To get a better sense of the number of people
impacted we gathered recent population figures from Census and calculated the number and
percentage of state residents that actually live in these high unemployment counties (Column F).

When you look at Column F you see that the range is pretty astounding. The percentage of state
residents living in these impacted areas ranges from a 95% in states with major urban centers that
are particularly hard hit, like Nevada and Michigan to less than 5% in largely rural states like
South Dakota, Montana, and Oklahoma.



Of course, these percentages can translate into very different numbers of people depending upon
the state's overall population size. So while only 20% ofNew York's residents live in their high
unemployment counties, that 20% translates into a whopping 19.5 million people.

Another thing to note in the state table is that the ratio of population size to libraries and One
Stops is all over the map. For example, in my home state of Michigan, where serious
investments have been made in libraries over the past 50 years, there is roughly one library for
every 15,000 people (again, in high unemployment counties). By contrast, Florida has a ratio of
roughly one library for every 38,000 residents. These very different ratios obviously complicate
the community and economic development picture. Federal interventions that depend upon local
partners are likely to enjoy greater success (measured as the number of people served) in
communities with a stronger organizational infrastructure. But obviously we also need to
consider how to invest in communities where the infrastructure is much more limited.

The county level table (tab HU_cntyJesource_vI) gets much more granular. We've included it
here because it provides the most detailed information we have for high unemployment areas.
As I mentioned in my previous email there are over 1000 counties with unemployment rates
ranging from 10 to 30% (Column G). The majority of the counties (74%) are served by One
Stop centers and libraries. A sizable minority (24%) are served only by libraries. Only a tiny
fraction (six counties) has neither a One Stop center nor a library. Another three counties have
only a One Stop center and no library. In this table you'll also find the number of public access
computers available in public libraries the county.

Well, that is about it. If any of this is unclear I am happy to sit down with you to go over the
numbers. We'd be very interested in hearing about the presentation you will be giving as well as
any reaction people might have had to the information provided. We are using this analysis for
mini report. Any feedback you or your colleagues could provide on these figures estimates or
the presentation of data would be most welcome.

Warm regards,

Carlos

C. Arturo Manjarrez
Associate Deputy Director for Research and Statistics
Institute of Museum and Library Services
1800 M Street NW, 9th Floor
Washington, DC 20036-5802
Phone: (202) 653-4671
Fax: (202) 653-4611
cmanjarrez@imls.gov

Visit www.imls.gov to learn more about the Institute's programs, news,
initiatives, and to sign up for Primary Source, our monthly e-newsletter.



High unemployment Counties
Resources For Employment
Sources: IMLS, Dept. of Labor

libran/one-stop status
resource Frequency Percent Cumulative Cumulative

Freauencv Percent
One Stop Center and Library 766 74.3 766 74.3

Library Only 256 24.83 1022 99.13
One Stop Only 3 0.29 1025 99.42

Neither Ohe Stop or Library 6 0.58 1031 100



High Unemployment Counties by state
Employment Resources and Social Indicators
Sources: IMLS. Dept. of Labor, Census Bureau

State state fips code (numeric) number of high Pop. in high unemployment State Population percent of residents FIPS CODE # one-stops # library outlets
unemployment counties counties (2008) Estimate (2008) living in high in high in high unemp.

in state unemployment unemp. counties counties
counties

AL 1 44 1968348 4661900 42.20% 1 24 149
AK 2 6 S2950 686293 7.70% 2 3 31
AZ 4 8 844130 6500180 13.00% 4 22 62
AR 5 10 264967 2855390 9.30% 5 10 39
CA 6 46 27260158 36756666 74.20% 6 203 807
CO 8 2 5218 4939456 0.10% 8 1 6
FL 12 37 13814489 18328340 75.40% 12 63 355
GA 13 101 5526703 9685744 57.10% 13 45 227
ID 16 8 254216 1 523816 16.70% 16 7 27
IL 17 35 8272 292 12901563 64.10% 17 50 398
IN 18 53 2800642 6376792 43.90% 18 55 246
KS 20 5 205433 2802134 7.30% 20 2 16
KY 21 95 3030565 4269245 71.00% 21 139 153
LA 22 18 598893 4410796 13.60% 22 21 52
ME 23 5 187435 1 316456 14.20% 23 6 71
MD 24 2 668917 5633597 11.90% 24 5 24
MA 25 1 545823 6497967 8.40% 25 4 30
MI 26 78 9530507 10003422 95.30% 26 107 622
MN 27 4 95229 5220393 1.80% 27 2 12
MS 28 59 1 310609 2938618 44.60% 28 32 146
MO 29 22 1 519804 5911 605 25.70% 29 16 94
MT 30 2 30005 967440 3.10% 30 2 6
NE 31 1 7102 1783432 0.40% 31 0 2
NV 32 8 2484265 2600167 95.50% 32 8 61
NJ 34 7 2867928 8682661 33.00% 34 15 131
NM 35 3 62123 1984356 3.10% 35 2 5
NY 36 2 3948501 19490297 20.30% 36 10 95
NC 37 62 5457069 9222414 59.20% 37 64 230
ND 38 1 13657 641481 2.10% 38 1 1
OH 39 65 5996854 11 485910 52.20% 39 67 436
OK 40 2 47157 3642361 1.30% 40 2 5
OR 41 21 2874917 3790060 75.90% 41 39 143
PA 42 11 1867279 12448279 15.00% 42 15 95
RI 44 3 844046 1050788 80.30% 44 4 52
SC 45 37 2373492 4479800 53.00% 45 42 115
SD 46 4 31877 804194 4.00% 46 1 5
TN 47 73 2101 084 6214888 33.80% 47 52 156
TX 48 28 1979923 24326974 8.10% 48 34 87
VA 51 21 741 323 7769089 9.50% 51 13 49
WA 53 10 769921 6549224 11.80% 53 10 50
WV 54 19 309665 1 814468 17.10% 54 5 50
WI 55 12 780159 5627967 13.90% 55 13 62



Hirlh Unemployment Counties
Resources For Employment Seekers
Sources: IMLS. Dept. of Labor. Census Bureau
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